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" It is a homage due to departed worth, whenever it rises to such a 
height as to render its possessor an object of general attention, to endea- 
vour to rescue it from oblivion, that, when it is removed from the observa- 
tion of men, it may still live in their memory, and transmit through the 
shades of the sepulchre some reflection, however faint, of its living lustre." 
— Robert Hall's Sermons. 



TO THE 



EIGHT HON. ERIC LORD REAY, 

THE FOLLOWING WORK 

IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 

THE AUTHOR. 



BlilEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CHARACT: 



JOHN MACKAY, ESQ. OF ROCKFIELD. 



The Author of the following "Life of General Mackay,' 
havingbeen removed from amongst us, while this edition of his 
work was still in die press, it appeared to some of his iiitijnate 
acquaintance, to be due, as a tribute of respect to his memory, 
and of gratification to many friends Hint ;i succinct notice of 
his life and character should be prefixed to it. 

The notices of his pedigree, in connexion with that of Gene- 
ral Mackay, given in No. in. of the Appendix to his work, may 
suffice as to his birth and parentage. To trace in his own 
character many of those qualities which he delighted to por- 
tray in the hero of his earliest admiration, and even fond 
affection, would be proving relationship in mind, and, if suc- 
ceeded in, would render these pages a really appropriate pre- 
face to tie " Life" of his kinsman. 

In the latter paragraph of his Preface, the author has stated 
that much of his satisfaction in the completion of bis work 
arose fiom his having succeeded in collecting together such 
scattered fragments relating to General Mackay, as enabled 
3 exhibit a character, the contemplation of which might 





lie beneficial to private Christians, as well as to men of the 

pinfossion nl' anus, anil serve in refute Lin: erroneous notion of 
Bishop Burnet, respecting the supposed tendency of piety to 
unfit men fiir military command. So would we desire to ren- 
der our Author's t'hrisiiau faith, and the tenor of his life, a 
beneficial example to suliiivr.- under ii soi ere caln in ity, stimu- 
li iliiiL' ingenuous v. mi I is. slim mit ii'iiiu aclii e purMiits by simi- 
lar dispensations of Providence, to strive to turn to account 
whatever remaining talents the Almighty may have entrusted 
them with. This benev olen t office lie himself had the happiness 
of accomplishing in many instances, ami never missed an op- 
portunity of attempting. Though dead, his example may yet 
speak consolation and encnuraw-uionl to I Vllow -sufferers. 

Deprived of sight at twenty-nine years of age, when, after 
a careful use of every opportunity of mental improvement, he 
had embarked in a en ice]- from which lie anticipated the acqui- 
sition of independence, and the enjoyment of a useful life, his 
oft-repealed declaration was, that an omniscient Father's love 
had dispensed the afflictive bereavement. This consolatory 
conviction may not have been so impressively adopted during 
the first dark years of disappointment, but it aided a, naturally 
buoyant disposition, and a well-informed mind, in averting 
despondency or repining. It was during the evening of his 
long life, in his many bonis of self-examination, and of retro- 
spection of the way by which Iris Heavenly Father had led 
him, that his deepest gratitude was called forth, in surveying 
the disappointment of his fears, and the large proportion of 
enjoyment that had been bestowed on him ; while he was 
removed from snares which might have occasioned him misery 
here, and ihroiighniU eternity. A linn reliance on the wisdom 
and love of an over-ruling God, and consequent cheer- 
ful acquiescence in His wilt, brightened his declining yea:- . 



affording habitual placidity of temper, and lively enjoyment 
of every pleasing occurrence, with gratitude to the great First 
Cniue Rtid His instruments. 

With ti mind richly stored with classical, historical, and 
general literature, the increasing of which was :i never-failing 
source of enjoyment, Mr. Mackay delighted in recurring to the 
simple pleasures of boyhood in die manse of Lairg. His 
family attachment was singularly anient; and, though the 
disappointment of his early hopes was greatly embittered hy 
consequent inability to benefit his kindred, yet compensation 
may have been made in the gratification he experienced from 
the affectionate and generous interest munilestnl hy them for 
his comfort. 

He had noted down, for the benefit of a succeeding 
generation, some of those domestic annals which continued to 
interest himself so warmly. From these " Family Annals," 
vms venture to extract a few ptngHphs, believing that the 
picture may lmv<' the dianu "f novt-lty to many of our readers, 
while to his friends it will be peculiarly iuim'sting, as a 
graphic description of his own feeling. " Mymother posseted 
those qualities which form the brightest ornaments of her sex; 
unaffected piety, prudence, and good sense, with a degree of 
sweetness and gentleness of di> .j.. i:-. itinii [hat engaged al! hearts, 
aud made her a blessing to her husband mid Ihmily. She died 
on occasion of [he birth ol' her etei enth child, illh November, 
1773, a dark and dismal day, which time can never efface from 
my memory, nor the scene nf her funeral amidst the tears ami 
lamentations ot'uiir neighbours and the parishioners. Five only 
of her children survived our mother* My eldest sister was at 
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school, and kind friends rewired to relieve our father of us 
all for a time ; a worthy old couple, not under fourscore years, 
carried off my brother Hugh and myself. They were the 
quintessence of old-fashioned hospitality and kindness ; and 
not even now, after the lapse of sixty years, can 1 recollect the 
kindness of both without emotion ; and it has been to us a 
source of great enjoyment, that we hare been able to testily 
our remembrance of it to many of their descendants. 

" From the period of our mother's death, our father's health, 
which had always been delicate, began sensibly to decline; 
so that he appeared gradually to sink under the infirmities of 
a premature old age, aggravated by iliis domestic affliction. 
During a great part of the year, he was prevented, by bodily 
ailment, from taking exercise. His house was out of repair, 
pervious to wind and rain, and the room he occupied close 

I and comfortless. His worldly affairs, too, fell into disorder, 

from various causes, chiefly from the want of our mother's 
judicious management, without doors as well as within. These 
things preyed on his spirits ; he believed his end approaching, 
and could not contemplate without pain the prospect of leaving 
five orphans destitute and uneducated. Like David, however, 
' he strengthened himself in the Lord,' and as his earthly 
comforts gave way, he kept closer communion with his 
God. 

" He frequently quoted, and made us repeat, such passages 
from the Bible as the following: — ' I have been young and 
now am old, yet have I never seen the seed of the righteous 
begging his bread ;' and, ' When my father and my mother 
forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.' 

" Our father had begun in some degree to recover his spirits 
after our mother's death, when it pleased God to visit him with 
another calamity, different in kind, and far less poignant in 
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«, but one, nevertheless, which put his faith and patience 
to a severe test. On the 27th of December, 177-1, his cow-house 
was consumed by fire. Hugh unit I only of the children were 
at home; we were in bed, when the a ij nufced as that the cow- 
lumse was on lire. We huddled on our ctuliic-.and ran out to 
the spot. It was almost day-break, and never shall I forget 
the awful spectacle that presented itself to our view. The roof 
had fallen in, burying in its ruins thirty-live head of linecattle 
—all our stoek — the whole were enn^imed, iiud ■ 1 1 < ■ dame was 
ascending ti tiii; skies with ternlic grandeur. All the neigh- 
bours soon flocked to the spot. Amongst others, tha 
son of the worthy pair who hail taken us to their home and 
their hearts when we lost our mother. I well remember his 
words: ' Cuiiic, ueij_'hln.'iLi's, we must build another byre for 
the honest man, and stock it as fust as we can ;' and his pledge 
was redeemed: and it is a curious fact, laHng into view the 
humble state of our fortunes then, that the kindness shown to 
our father at this time, bus been repaid by Ins descendants to 
the families of nil the umrti ibuturs, we except, of course, the fami- 
lies of Sutherland and Rcay, who each sent gifts of fine cattle. 
Our father was from humc the nighl ef the lire, and did not 
return till the forenoon after. His prayer at night made a deep 
impression on us all, but what I remember best is, that when 
we sat down to our supper of porridge ami mill:, lie observed 
what an abundant supply of milk was on the table, sent in by 
the neighbours; then, for the first time, his fortitude gave 
way, and we all burst into tears. Never, before or after, 
perhaps were we so amply supplied with dairy produce as 
(lilting winter. The cow-house was soon rebuilt and stocked. 
" In January, 1781, we experienced another severe dispen- 
sation of Providence, in the bunting of the stable, and of the 




kitchen with all its furniture. Happily the horses were got 
out, though • ith great difficulty ; for, as is usual, they sought 
to return to the flame. The fire toot place on Sunday 
morning. In giving an account of it to his 6ister, our father 
wrote,—' How the fire commenced I cannot find out. Our 
care will not avail without that of our Heavenly Father. 
There was much combustible stuff on the premises, which 
made the flame very great, but the night being calm, it did 
not communicate farther, bounds having been set to it as to 
the sea. (Job xxxviii. 11 ; Jer. v. 22.) As the alarm must have 
been given immediately, I was soon apprized of my danger. I 
found my room illuminated by the flame ; I got up to the win- 
dow, and stood there some minutes astonished, and my thoughts 
at a stand, but soon got them employed; and when I found 
there was a calm, and an air of wind from the west, and that 
all on fire was past remedy, I returned to my bed. Often 
have I beeu disturbed and sickened with less cause ; but it 
pleased God to give me such composure, that I was enabled to 
preaeh that day with more life, and spirit, and vigour than 
usual; and nature, that has so often bended under a lighter 
burden, was refreshed and strengthened in waiting on the 
I,i i nl (Isaiah si. 29, 31 ;) and hitherto He has kept me from 
iU'-pi-iiL!i Hi- ibasiisements, or fainting under them.' The 
letter goes on in a strain of fervent piety, exhibiting what the 
Christian's amour is under all trials. 

" To some it may seem, that as the Scottish clergy are pro- 
vided with manse and offices at the expense of the lauded 
nv-'jirirt'ii-, i he flestruetioii of two out-houses cold d be attended 
with but temporary inconvenience, and no very serious loss, 
to our father. The fact, however, was otherwise. 

" The accommodations of the Sutherland -shire clergy were, in 
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the last century, exceedingly scanty ; uiid, in t 
provided entirely at their own expense. It wa 
for, with the exception of £50 granted in 1750, 
had been contributed hy ibo proprietors, forthc 
of the incumbents, till towards the close of our father's life, 
about which period a more liberal system commenced. When 
this circumstance is taken into account, with the very small 
stipend, his advanced age, and infirmities, his pecuniary dif- 
ficulties in consequent-,', also [lie conflagration just mentioned 
having taken place in the dead of the winter, the foregoing 
will not seem an exaggerated expression of the distress 
occasioned. 

" He was not forsaken by the God in whom he confided, but 
lived to have every ciiiuiiTt simply supplied by his second son, 
Hugh, while he was saved, by prvdi-ceii.-iiig him a few months, 
the overwhelming anguish which the news of his fall on the field 
of Assaye, would have occasioned him." 

After recording other circumstances respecting his revered 
father, Mr. M ackay concludes his notice of his character thus : 
" During the summer of 1797, the small-pox raged in the 
parish, and carried off twenty-five children in a few weeks, 
threatening the lives of many others. My father had for two 
years employed an assistant. On this occasion, being then in 
his 80th year, he preached his List sermon, a seasonable and 
most consoling discourse, from these words of Job : — ' Shall 
we receive good at the bands of the Lord, and shall we not 
receive evil?' Though bis great age, and increasing infirm- 
ities, rendered him unable to appear in public, yet in private 
be continued as assiduous as ever, exhorting, comforting, and 
praying with such nf Ins parishioners as called on him. Hav- 
ing known them from their birth. Ik- whs intimately acquainted 
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with their character, and to the last toot a lively interest in 
their concerns. He had a clear understanding in temporal us 
well OS spiritual mutter-, uiid li> people li-c. ;ui-iil lv consulted 
him on the former, requesting- hiiu to act as arbiter in their 
diii'iTcncts. Ml 1 had -umi 1 -kill in physic, ii'pialiiiciition which 
greatly promotes ilie usefulness of a minister amongst an iso- 
lated people ; naturally Immune and tender-hearted, he had 
always been liberal to the poor, in proportion to his means ; 
and now that these were increased by the filial duly of his 
sou Hugh, he was enabled to extend hi? charity. In a word, 
he was a line example of what the I'uglish call a good parish 
priest, — the friend, the counsellor, the physician of the souls 
and bodies of his people. 

I I. .:■■■!,: ■! .1 ■■ ..1. . 

And, as a bird each fund endearment tries, 
To tempt her uew.dedged offering to the skies. 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way.' " 

In order to elose his account of his revered fa ther, wc insert 
here an extract from a letter of 12th September, 1803, to an 
esteemed ami conliileutial friend, giving a description of the 
departure and funeral of the aged saint. " My dear Walker 
— What a long interval has elapsed since the date of your 
last letter: and how many events important to the public 
and to individuals, have happened during that interval. 
I have one of the latter description now to communicate to 
you — different in its nature from that iimiouiiecd in mv last" 
(Ins marriage), " but serious, interesting, and all'teting to me. 

" I mean the death (if my venerable father, which took 
place on the 28th instant. He died in a manner suitable to 
the life he had led, with the full a 



Two hours before he breathed his last, he joined 
in singing a psalm, thus antic i pa ting, as it were, the joys of 
the happy state on which be wan about to enter. 

" He died in a good old age, after enjoying the satisfaction 
of seeing his family comfortably settled in life. He has run 
liis race, and is now obtaining his reward. So may we run, 
that we also may obtain. I had llie melancholy satisfaction of 
attending his remains to the grave. Many of the parishioners 
were deeply affected, and they all testified their respect for the 
memory of their beloved pastor. Such a death 
regret, but rather of exultation and triumph to the family and 
friends of the deceased. 

It was under such tuition and example, and by early habits 
of privation and difficulty, that were formed, not only the 
domestic virtues of filial and fraternal affection, which, 
latest moment of life, bound the members of that family in 
the strictest cords of love, but also that manly and 
spirit which enabled each of them to pursue with honourable suc- 
cess the path on which natural bias had induced him to enter, 
and to acquire, in no ordinary measure, the affectionate esteem 
of many. The manse library, consisting of books on divinity, 
accumulated by his grandfather and father, did not supply 
much food to John's eager appetilo for knowledge. His father 
took much pains to make his children thoroughly acquainted 
with Scripture. Its narratives and doctrines never lost the 
hold they then acquired of his fei'Iiiiir*, uud by which failh was 
even then implanted, and supplied themes on whieb, in his 
latter years, he delighted to converse with those whose religious 
views were congenial to his own, and he was happy in the 
possession of friends with whom he could lake sweet counsel 
it important of all topics. 
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bounded, anil to their unwearied and judicious care in form- 
ing bis principles and in accustoming him to djiply scriptural 
doctrines as the guide (it' faith, and scriptural precepts as the 
rule of conduct, he attributed, under the blessing of God on 
their teaching, his escape fVuin the infection of infidelity and 
.Socinianism, wliicli, at the period "lien be mingled must with 
mankind, werelainontalikpiov;ileiii. Of the soundness and value 
of his father's Calviuislic views, he never doubted ; and al- 
though rare individual acts in his conduct may have swerved 
from the line which conscience so informed, prescribed, (and 
no Christian ever did more deeply deplore <ui-h deviations), 
he, to the latest period of life, spoke of his having 1 been bo 
taught, and so kept in the faith, its causes of deepest thank- 
fulness to his Heavenly and to his earthly father. 

As the Bible made him a Christian, so odd volumes of history 
and old magn/.iiies kindled tin: lirst sparks of that genuine 
patriotism, — love of country, and of universal freedom, — which 
formed so prominent a feature iu his character. Through 
these humble instructors, he became acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of ike glorious revolution of |6f«, in securing the 
blessings of which to Scotland, his relative General Mackay 
had acted so distinguished a part. From these, also, he de- 
rived his first knowledge of the war undertaken to rescue 
Europe and I'liti -.tain i -ni from the arch-enemy of both, 
Lewis XIV, ill which the fienoral fell ; and of the early his- 
tory of the American revolutionary war, the heroes of which 
took their place in his esteem, next to that held Uy General 
Mackay, the successful issue of that enterprise appearing to 
him to he next in importance to the two events above referred 
to in promoting the best interests of mankind. 

In the character of his father's parishioners, and the tie 
which subsisted between pastor and people, there was much 




to foster the iviinn iiml active benevolence implanted by n; 
ill his heart. To his grandfather, the people owed their e 
zation, as well as their knowledge ol' the Gospel ; and the 
order established, and i 1 1 ■ ■ seed sown b\ him, wert- prayciinlly 
maintained and nourished by his son, — father and son having 
lived as past! us over (In- palish i.;e;iiiy-iimo years. Roih hud 
received a very liberal education, and were deep divines, as 
well as sound in faith, and holy in their characters. 

The parish had been fortunate in its schoolmasters 
pie were intelligent ami in very comfortable c 
a fact which has more to do with human diameter, and the 
consequent strength and glory of a nation, than is usually 
considered. Primitive and simple as possible in their manners 
and wants, every family abounded in ('nod and clothing, had 
wherewithal to give to the needy, and had leisure to think, to 
meditate on what their minister told them on the Sabbath, and 
on the works of creation by which they were surrounded in 
much beauty and grandeur. 

The manse family stood first in (be respect and love of each 
cottage household ; all were known and recognized as friends 
at the manse. The unlimited range for cattle and sheep which 
the parishioners enj'iyeil rendered (lie btstovi in:; mi their pastor 
of marks of regard (the tributes of grateful reverence and 
warm affection), as easy as it was gratifying to their self- 
respect, and in the kindliness of their nature. 

Having imbibed all the lore a well-taught parish school 
could supply, the subject of ibis sketch was sent to the grammar- 
school of Inverness, where he increased bis knowledge of Greek 
and Latin in a measure very creditable to his teacher (Mr. Hec- 
tor Frazer) and to himself. From thence he came to the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, "here ample opportunities were affordedhim 
for the acquisition of knowledge, of which lie availed himself 



with great industry and pleasure. His fathers wish was, that bis 
eldest son should follow bis own profession, and in compliance 
with this desire, besides attendance on the usual literary and pht- 
lnsupliu-jil clashes, lie entered the lli-lnviv class; but lie soon felt 
that he was not calculated to follow in the footsteps of his grand- 
father and father, and gave his studies a more secular direction. 
Hecontinued, however, his Hebrew reading, and had, in Pro- 
fessor Eohcrtson, a kind friend. Dr. Black's lectures on che- 
mistry, and his unassuming manner of stating his views, par- 
ticularly interested him. Professor Dugald Stewart woo LU 
warm admiration, and honoured him with his notice and friend- 
ship, hut it was by becoming a member of a debating society 
(the Speculative) that his intimacies were formed, and his 
mental powers called into action and invigorated. Mackintosh 
(afterwards Sir James) then a student of medicine, Malcolm 
Laing, the historian nf S.'uthml, Benjamin Constant, David 
Cathcart (afterwards Lord Alloway), and many others who 
became distinguished, were members ; Lord Charles Townshend 
was one, n very amiable youth, and so much interested by the 
proceedings of the society, though dm young to take a part, 
that he prevailed on his father to assist in formi" ..-; on a 
similar plan in London, the early meetings of which took place 
in the Marc]uis's house, and were attended by as many mem- 
bers of the Edinburgh sock-ty as were then in town, including 
Mackintosh, Emmelt, and Mackay. To the last named Lord 
Charles always continued liis friendship, and was his frequent 
visitor after he had lost his sight. 

He was introduced to Dr. Erskinc by his iUihei', but in 
those times the re la t kinship lvhii-li he bore (o Mrs. Ersliine 
(who was daughter to Lord Roay), though distant, insured U> 
a young and humble relative friendly attentions. Heady ad- 
mittance to the family circle of Dr. Erskine, mi«* ""• , ™'i 




of incalculable value to a mind so athirst for knowledge, a* 
was Mr. Mackay's. " The life of Dr. Erskine," says Sir 
Henry Moncrieff, " from his birth to bis grave was such as 
entitled his name to be transmitted to posterity, as that of one 
of the most estimable and venerable characters of his time." 
" Erskine, neM to Warburton," said Hurd, " is the deepest 
divine I have yet known." He was the first man in Scot- 
land to raise his voice against the war with the American 
colonies, as alike impolitic and unjust. He was among the 
first Scotchmen that took an ictire Uttered ;:i 111. nW'lition of 
slavery. He stood firmly on the side of evangelical reli- 
gion in the Church courts, as in the pulpit, all liis life ; main- 
taining the claims of the people, the duty and importance of 
missionary schemes, though his party, few in number in those 
days of moderate supremacy, was constantly thwarted by the 
votes of tnen who " eared for none of these things." 

Through the kindness of the venerable and distinguished 
Dr. Erskine, Mr. M. was introduced into much improving 
society, and was recommended as tutor to the family of Lord 
Elpbinstone, then resident in Edinburgh, as Governor of the 
Castle — a connexion which was productive of much gratifica- 
tion to him through life. At l^ord El ^h in stone's he met with 
many distinguished persons, by whose conversation lie was 
well prepared to benefit; and, happily, that most amiable 
family encouraged their young inmate to tale full advantage of 
such opportunities. He recollected with much interest a visit 
paid at Cumbernauld by Lord Rawdon ( a ftenvurds Manjiiis 
of Hastings), then an exceedingly intelligent and elegant 
young nobleman, who bad just returned from America, where 
he had distinguished himself as a military commander. *Fhe 
tutor was kindly included in the noble family's summer visiting 
excm-siilf"- ' Mow greatly he enjoyed those h^y'-^v-hvcAask, tK 



beholding the magnilimit scenery of liirf native land, ami 
bceomiug acquainted with her great landed proprietors and 
their domestic habits, tke following account of one of those 
excursions, given in a letter to his friend John Wild, after- 
wards Professor a!' Civil law in the Iniver-iiy of Edinburgh, 
shews : — 

"Tuesday morning, Ixird and Lady El pi 1 historic, my pupils 
and I, set off from Cumbernauld, pa^ed through Stirling 
and its deli;; lit fid neighbourhood, ami about two arrived at 
Dumblane, where we halted, and took a view of the Cathedral. 
We reproach our ancestors wish ignorance, with barbarity, and 
with what not ; compare this, and many oilier surh buildings 
yrali '.'red over our country, with our modem pigeon-holes, 
which we are pleased to call churches, and say whether we 
have not cause to blush fur our boa-ted rclint'iacnH. There 
is here, likewise, a library, founded by A>chbi>hop Lcighton, 
and considirailv augmented by ibe sun of the late Primate of 
York (Drummund), who is, yon know, ncjiliov.' and presump- 
tive heir to Lord Kinnoul, superior of the village, and pro* 
prietor of the adjacent lauds. Our rrpa-t finished, we set off, 
shipped a few minutes at Auohterarder, and after travelling 
ibrough a bleak country, arrived here abo;tt seven. We rested 
here a day. On Thursday took the road again — arrived at 
Dunkehl in the forenoon— viewed hi- tiraec nf A i la ill's raioan- 
tie walks, hermitage, Sec, and continued journeying along 
liiat ruad. through a most delightful »;ii\-y of eighteen miles 
in length, whieh at last v. idened, ami di. oovcri'd to us Castle 
Mcnzies, Iho scat of our host, Sir Robert Menzies of 
Menzies, on the slope of a hill that seems to touch the skies, 
and is covered to the top with the finest firs I ever saw. Our 
aged host, may well be said, though diminutive in size and 
dnerepid from ihe weight of years, to be one of the noblest 
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worts of God. It was delightful to see what nl 
kindliness glowed in the old man's countenance a 
numerous a company at his table, 
sumptuous, anil, though in a remote comer of the country, 
was served up with a degree of urbanity <hiit would do honour 
to a Mid-Lothian Thane. Here, for the first time these three 
years, my ears were regalnl with Gaelic sounds ; for I don't 
count such the Billingsgate vociferations of your Edinburgh 
porters. Ot) Friday, the younger pari of our company visited 
Taymoulh. Here nature and art seem to lie. But I find 1 
must lay down my peu till uiy descriptive powers become mori: 
vigorous ; for I drink, were I able to delineate the groups uf 
sublime and heantit'nl ubp. ■:.■;; that present themselves at this 
moment to my mind's eye, they would form a tolerable picture. 
But, alas, licficinnt mihi fires ; so I leave you to imagine the 
rest. Saturday, our party greatly enlarged, having been joined 
at t'nstle Hermes by the young ladies of our family, and several 
oilier Mends, returned here, some on one side the Tay and 
some on the other. To-morrow we set off for Lord Lev-en's, 
Belmont Castle, the Lord Privy .Seal's, and some other places. 
B u m coronnt opus, kc- 8n>. Freelund House, ltiib Septem- 
ber, 1782." 

Mr. Maekay often referred villi much pleasure and gratitude 
to (he intercourse he had at this period villi the then L'arl of 
Buchan, whose ardour in seek in;; and dill'iising knowledge is 
well known. Often acting as his LonUiip's amanuensis, in 
his extensive correspond! ucc with eminent persons in all pnits 
of tlie world, and meeting with such at his Lordship's table. 
The unassuming simplicity of the letters, and the manners of 
some of those distinguished characters, of whom he had been 
accustomed to think with admiration and reverence, amounting 
to awe, greatly surprised and pleased him ; and taught him 






that true intellectual greatness does not require to assert its 
presence, or its claims to respect. Lord and Lady Buehan's 
regard and kindly attentions were renewed when he afterwards 
settled in Edinburgh. The good old Earl delighted in communi- 
cating to Ms blind and retired friend whatever, in his pursuits, or 
the intelligence he received. was likely to interest him. To this 
early intercourse with intelligent and refined society may, in 
part, perhaps, be attributed .Mr. Mucliav'.- possesion of that 
graceful demeanour which it friend llms describes: " His gen- 
tlemanly manner and deportment were no small charm in his 
personal character. One saw (hat it was really not manner, 
but mind ; that while it could accommodate to the humblest, 
there was the true dignity which mind alone can give. In 
this respect as in many others, I cannot forbear remarking the 
transparency of mind above the mere outward man, observable 
even in his mien and deportment, producing a contrast equally 
striking and interesting to the bereavement with which it had 
pleased Providence to afflict him personally ; and preserving 
the elasticity almost of youth in his person to a very advanced 
age." 

After a residence of two or three years in Lord Elpbinstone's 
family, during which he attended various courses of lectures 
in the University of Edinburgh, he went te London, and there 
renewed his intimacy with several ut' his l-'Jinburgh friends. 
His anxiety lo procure employment, and commence the 
active duties of lilt 1 , was soon apparently gratified by the Hon. 
W. El ph in st i.i tic's pnicnniii; (<>r him l.ltc a p; mi fitment of secre- 
tary to Mr. Alexander, then going to Madras, as Secretary to 
Sir John Dalling, the Commander-in-chief. A severe and 
long-continued typhus fever prevented his embarking with his 
principal, and was ultimately the occasion of his losing the 
appointment. Finding himself, after an apparent recovery, in 



an exceedingly debilitated state, and winter approaching, be. 
resolved on passing a part of it in tlie more genial climate id' 
France, and spent some mouths al St. (liner, where lie made 
scleral agreeable iicmiamlnnce, and even friends, with whom 
be corresponded till bis loss of sight ; and we may here re- 
mark, that liis power of attaching warmly and lastingly, and 
the constancy and ardour of his friendship, were peculiar 
trait» in his character. Very many of tin- friends he lt:l ■; i f< I 
at Inverness in Lis boyhood, at Edinburgh in bis youth, and 
subsequently through lite, died his friends ; for it was his lot 
tu survive nearly all who entered life along with him ; but they 
were never forgotten by him. Being worthy of bis esteem, 
[hey retained their place in his affections till the close of life. 
Amongst those friends, no one held a warmer place than 
Thmms Addis Kmmett, his fellow-debater in the Speculative 
societies of Edinburgh and Loudon, his tender attendant dur- 
ing his typhus fever already mentioned, and afterwards the 
proscribed, iiiiprismivd lrMi rebel, lull still esteemed, loved, 
and sought out by him : for political opinions could not sever 
the lie formed by esteem fur great personal and mental worth, 
superior talents, and most engaging manners, and grate- 
ful remembrance of great kindness shewn in a time of need. 
These feelings naturally induced Mr. Muckny to leave no 
means imtried to gain access to his friend, while a state prisoner 
at Fort George : and, i hough the nearer.! approach allowed by 
the authorities, was intercourse, with Mrs. Emmett and the 
children, and corrospumh-oce with Mr. Emmett, under inspec- 
tion of the governor of the fort ; he had the happiness of 
cheering the sad period of imprisonment, as expressions in 
several letters of Mr. E.'s testify. In a letter to Mr. Walker, of 
June, 17119, Mi. M. writes, " I must add an extract from a 
letter I lately hud from Funnel! ; he says, ' I should he tempted 
1* 
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la inquire from you after many old acquaintance, but thai I 
lio not know whether they might not consider being named by 
me, in the way of familiarity, as a possible injury. There is, 
however, one who I am sure will not took upon it in that light, 
and of whom I never have heard any thing since I saw him 
last with you in London. I mean Walker. His prospects 
never seemed to me equal to his merits, and I am the more 
anxious to learn whether he has been able to emerge, as be 
deserved.' The whole of the letter is written in a strain that 
would soften even your loyalty ; but I should have prefaced 
the above with saying, that I went to Fort George iu hopes of 
obtaining an interview with him j I waited on the governor 
with a letter I had received three years before from Emmett, 
by way of shewing the nature of our connection. He told me 
he could not permit an interview, but that I might write, 
which I accordingly did, and had an immediate answer. 
The governor (General Stewart) added, that he had already 
formed a high opinion of Mr. and Mrs. Emmett, and regretted 
their situation. He behaved to me with great politeness, and 
by no means blamed, rather approved of my anxiety about 
my friend, and has permitted me to correspond with him 
freely, through his hands." That Mr. W.'s loyalty was 
snftened, appears by a paragraph of a letter, dated May 
1801 ; " I go to Fort George to see Mr. Emmet, and 
will not forget your compliments." One or two paragraphs from 
a letter written by Mr. E., in the expectation of an immediate 
change of abode, we are tempted to transcribe, as character- 
istic both of the writer, and of the person addressed. " If we 
can draw any inference from the precipitate manner we were 
hurried out of Ireland, I should imagine the notification to us 
removal IViim hence being revived on, ""ill not long 
precede the executing of it, and that, therefore, it will be cer- 



lainly out of my power to give you any timely notice of it ; 
so that, much as I wish to see you, if that be practicable, and 
at any rate to acknowledge to you, through Mrs. Emmett, the 
strong sense I entertain of your unaltered friendship and great 
affection — (and I wish the opportunity of doing this before I 
leave your neighbourhood, probably for ever, more than I 
can well lell you) — it will scarcely be possible, unless your trait 
permit you to come here before the notification invites. At any 
rate,my dear Maclay.aotipi of this acknowledgment. What 
is to become of me, or for what I am destined, I know not; but in 
noplace, or under no cireumstnnt'i -.skillleverforget thatwhen 
I was proscribed and a prisoner, slandered without the means 
of vindicating niv elm meter, you held fast by your former 
friendship for me, and your previous knowledge of my dis- 
f positions. You loved me, and did not hesitate to give the most 
decisive proofs of it. Mrs. Emmett and I both request you 
to present our most sincere and respectful compliments to your 
venerable fjither ; .-lie, in pnrticuliir. bus to thank him for being 
the means of cheering and improving her mint!, and opening 
it to al) the pleasures of hope. Believe rae, my dear friend, 
unalterably and alfectionately yours." 

Duly to estimate the reality of friendship evinced by this 
renewal of intimacy, it must be borne in mind, that during 
that period (from 1790 to 1S02), and for several years preced- 
ing, the professing any sympathy with, 01 i-iljmi'I i"r. ;];■■•<■ 
who were suspected of disaffection to government, involved the 
individual in suspicion, ami not nn frequently in very injurious 
consequences, through the artful nntliec of informers. Mr. 
Emmett was fully aware of this danger in the case of his 
friend, then receiving- a pension from the India Board, in con- 
sequence of the loss of liis sight, anil wrote to him, intreating 
that he would not run any risk on his account, assuring him 



lh;<t his confidence ill his friendship w oulrl continue unabated. 
shoal, 1 ho inner receive another letter or token of regard from 
iiira. Mr. Mackay, however, continued to visit Fort George 
as long •• Uis friends were (here, and spent many interesting 
Injurs with Mrs. Emmelt. 

We have greatly anticipated the period nt which we had 
arrived in our sketch, in order to give this evidence of the con- 
stancy of his friendships, which had its reward, nut only in 
the inward pence a mind so (^instituted enjoys, hut in its reci- 
procity; for, though he lived to mourn the demise of many 
friends, the attachment of ihu.e -tin i\ in^ was crcat and con- 
stant. The freipient visits uf one, of iit'iy-six years standing, 
and of sentiments altogether congenial to his own, cheered 
his later years. Mini often brightened the weary d;iys of infir- 
mity. However exhausted l>y piv\ ious occupa lion, or oppressed 
by illness, Ur. Dalrvinple's approach was always hailed as a 
sure source of entertainment and information ; and on his 
depart me the remark was often made. ■' Is it not extraordinary 
that with us subjects of conversation never fail?" 

Early in 1784, and soon alter his return from France, Mr. 
Mackay tool; his passage lor India. lie often referred with 
lively interest and pleasure to many ci renin -lances of his voy- 
age. His lol lew -pass, n;;ers were agreeable and friendly ; and 
lie was j :■ ii ri i t. ■ n 1 : i vl y indebted to tin- kindness uf an Irish gen- 
tleman, who, finding that he had not secured for himself a 
very eomt''ita!iie berth, insl-teil on his slinking his cot in his 
commodious cabin. 1 le read a great deal : this was his first pw- 
tractcd leisure fur the perusal of the laiglbh classics andhislory. 
He enjoyed it thoroughly, ami said lie retained more of what 
he read on board -hip than in any other situation. The mono- 
tony of a long voyage was hrokeu by a visit of .some days to 
St. Helena, where the passengers were hospitahly entertained 



by the Governor, to whom lie had the gratification of supply- 
ing an urgent need, by prei-mtiug him with a G reek grammar, 
lexicon. Sec, to assist him in earning on the education of hi 
son. They passed near enough to the island of Joanna, n 
be regaled by the odour of its orange groves, and had a sigh 
of the magnificent peak of Teneriffe. 

On arriving at Madras, be found the situation to which he 
had been appointed filled up. He was, however, cordially 
received by a friend of his brother Hugh, Josias du Pre Por- 
cher, whose regard and great kindness, then commenced, 
ceased only with life, and who ever held the warmest place in 
his affection, esteem, and gratitude. 

No opening occurring in Madras, which the influence of 
Mr. Porcher and other friends could procure for him, Mr, M. 
proceeded to Calcutta, where he found kind arid zealous 
friends who would have spared no exertions to place him in 
suitable employment, hut, the climate disagreed with him ; 
and after laying in a store of information regarding Indian 
affairs, he returned home in a government packet, lie had 
previously taken bis passage in a merchant-vessel belonging to 
a friend and countryman of his own, hut had been prevented 
from embarking by what may be termed an accident. The 
vessel was lost, and not a soul on board ever heard of. On 
their arrival at Portsmouth, the captain requested of Mr. M. 
to take charge of the delivery of the Government despatches in 
London, which afforded him the gratification of personal in- 
terviews with several great men, of whom Edmund Burke, for 
whose talents and principles he then entertained the highest 
admiration, interested him the most. Mr. Mackay often spoke 
of his interview w ith Mr. Burke, and of the questions which 
that statesman put to him with en eagerness anil rapidity 
strongly expressive of his interest in Indian affairs, as having 
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been alitmn! overwhelming to him, nl'ier his sleepless hurried 
journey from Portsmouth. 

Hbbrother'scoimeciiiiuwitli India had prokibly first drawn 
his attention to that quarter, and his in™ visit greatly increased 
his interest in the many important points then under discus- 
sion respecting lis government. Sec. To procure a place in 
the Board of Control WW therefore ail object of his very ear- 
nest desire. There he coidd hope to turn to account tie know- 
ledge he had acquired, so as to be not a mere clerk, but an 
to his superiors in I he Hoard, ami to in- 
i of information ; and this appointment ho 
of procuring, through the influence of 
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had the happii 
Lord Rolle. 
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deuce in London afforded endless s< 
The debates in the Houses of Parliament w 
bly attractive, and when we recollect llic constellation of 
eminent orators at this linn: assembled in each house, we can- 
not doubt that the accurate' historical and constitutional know- 
ledge he possessed was the result of the desire excited by dis- 
cussions on these topics to understand thoroughly the merits 
of conflicting opinions. 

The friend, formerly quoted, remarks: — " Mr. Mackay's 
thorough and most accurate knowledge oi' his country's consti- 
tution, was pectdiar. In con versa tion with professional men, 
and of high name too, I failed to obtain the information on 
constitutional questions, which he gave me readily and accu- 
rately ; and si) with regard to the history of his country, he 
knew it. thoroughly : few men even of pro lot mil or professional 
learning knew it so noil. A constitutional Whig of 1*168, 
he was consistent ami ihilhl'itl : In- loved hi- principles, and 
would have bled and died !',.r tlieio ; most strictly and rightly 



would he have tarried them out himself. I enter unwillingly 
on the only subject on which I dill'ertd with this venerated 
friend. Patty spirit will be most probably llie working cause 
of our country's ruin and full. Who would dare to say, 
but the purity of the principles which Mr. JJackay adopted, 
curried out into legitimate exercise, would have raised and 
elevated our country, and made it die glory of all nations! 
If ever that could have been done by mortal man, it would 
have been in his hands of whom [ now speak, had Providence 
ordered him an influential voice in his country's rule, for 
which, unquestionably, his talents lifted him. 

" In discussing constitutional questions with him, when I 
differed in practical application, his knowledge and informa- 
tion satisfied me that his views were carefully formed ; that 
they were fraught with love to mankind, and with true desire 
for his country's weal. His memory was the most accurate I 
ever had knowledge of. If writing history, mid at a loss for 
a particular fact, I should have gone with confidence to Mr. 
Maekay, and would have set down the com 1 mm i cation he 
made to me with ns perfect reliance, as if I hail obtained it 
by wiling' through whole libraries, anil consulting our best 
historians." 

We may here insert, the remarks of another intimate friend, 
on Mr. Maekay s historical knowledge iiiiil political opinions. 
" Mr. Mackay's views on political liberty were formed in the 
heat school. He studied with peculiar care the history of the 
British constitution, not only as exhibited in the pages of en- 
lightened and impartial history, but as developed in the pro- 
ceedings of Parliament, and in the revolutions of the times. 
His researches into the life and military labours of General 
Maekay necessarily led him lo a review of the revolutionary 
period of 1158H, and the severer studies of his earlier life were 



brought in bear upon its development. He was a con- 
scientious Whig of the revolution school, but he was far 
from thinking that the very best specimens of disinterested 
Whiggism belonged to that period. Of the characters of 
Lords Somers and Halifax, indeed, he cherished an ardent 
admiration ; but the duplidtv ami [evii^er-ation of so many 
of the leaders of the day tilled him will) disgust. He sought, 
and he found, a purer principle and a nobler patriotism 
among the opposition members of the second Parliament of 
Charles the Second, to whom, though few in number, and by 
no means raised above all selfish aims, posterity still stands 
indebted, for arresting the career of arbitrary power, and 
rousing that spirit of jealousy which, after many struggles 
and many defeats, saved die liberties of England. With 
them also, he associated the high-minded Covenanters of 
Scotland, whose banners on their native hills indicated to the 
sagacious eye of William that a crisis was near. Mr. Mackay 
always held, and I think with truth, that a true-blue Presby- 
terian cannot be any other than a genuine Whig; and he 
assigned the difficulties in which the Church of Scotland has 
of late become involved, mainly to the ignorance of many 
Churchmen regarding the real history of political and reli- 
gious freedom in Scotland. I had good access to know that 
Dr. M'Crie and Mr. Mat-Lay wen; at one on this point." 

The trial of Warren Hastings, to which Mr. Maekay pro- 
cured frequent ailn i iw inn. hit, Tested him deeply. He listened 
to Burke and Sheridan with enthusiastic admiration ; and 
having himself similar it ui're-> ions of ilic atnx'ities perpetrated 
in India, he often repeated parages of their speeches. It is 
to be regretted that only one letter of the many he probably 
wrote during the excitement of the trial appears to be extant. 
"criptive of the impression Bvuke's oratory made 






audience, it is interesting. The oppressor and the oppressed 
have ceased from troubling ; but colonizing Britain should 
not forget thai such things occurred under her rule. 

This letter also is addressed In Professor Wilde, and dated 
February 19th, 1788. 

" The charms of Burke's oratory have become so fascinat- 
ing, and die number of tickets issued bears so small a propor- 
tion to the demand, that it is a rare piece of good fortune to 
get in, one day in seven. He has now spoken three days: 
of the first I gave you some account ; the second, I was disap- 
pointed of a ticket ; the third, yesterday, I was present ; and 
to-day I was again disappointed. The hasty and imperfect 
sketch I gave you of Friday's speech would aid your concep- 
tions in forming some faint idea of the matchless display of 
talent he that day exhibited ; the next day, I am told, rose 
considerably above the first ; but yesterday he soared aloft to 
such a degree, that every individual in the assembly was lost 
in astonishment and dismay. It was his intention, he said, 
to give a general view of each particular charge, but finding 
he had already trespassed on their lordships' patience, he 
should ciideavi-'iir in ami press what he had to say, and range 
it under one general head, and that was — Money ; as indeed 
well he might, for to that as to a central point all Mr. Has- 
tings' measures seemed to gravitate. He began with (he first 
measure of his administration, the letting of the lands in 
1772 ; and after placing the inhumanity, and finally the im- 
policy of the measure in a point of view,se striking as to com- 
mand the conviction and asseut of every rational creature, he 
continued the detail down to 1781, when the provincial coun- 
cils were abolished, and the committee of revenue iu>i.itured. 
Having given the necessary previous explanations, he depicted 
the conduct of theOewanQungaGorinSingtothe ci 



and proved from the evidence of Mr, Shore himself, the presi- 
dent, that this committee must necessarily, and did in fact 
become a mere lool in the hands of this De-wan. He dwelt on 
(he fatal consequences of this arrangement to the wretched 
natives, for some time, in a general way ; and then, from 
Hasting' own minutes, di/uiotinlrali'd (lint he sinned with his 
eyes open ; thai no other motives could jmssibly be assigned 
for his conduct, than the must corrupt and criminal. He 
then came to particulars, and drew up a curtain which re- 
vealed ti> our view a scene of horror, such as no history nor 
romance ever exhibited I thought few scenes of such enor- 
mous and cruel rapatin had jia-vd in India, that I had not 
at least heard some surmise of; but I was mistaken. Not- 
withstanding all I had heard, and all I had read of the enor- 
mities practised in India. I till during the whole of litis part 
of his speech as if I had dropt tV'iin tin: clouds on seme un- 
known planet, on which all the fiends in hell had been let 
loose. He gave such a picture of the cruellies practised by 
Devy Sing, whom Hastings had appointed guardian to the 
infant rajah, (al'lcr having pre* inush t'Xiicled £-10,000 from 
the infant), as equalled anything iallieled by Philip the 
Second, or hy the Inquisition. He then resumed a temperate 
argumentative lone, and proved, from authentic documents, 
that all these enormities were known to Hastings ; that he 
deputed a respectable Company's servant (1'aterson) to inquire 
into the truth id' the rc]in'seutatii>iis made to him of the deso- 
lation and wretchedness of the country, but that when Pater- 
son transmitted a report confirming every syllahle that had 
been alleged, he pretended to give his report no credit, and 
continued Devy Sing in his situation. Having thus brought 
the guilt home to the Governor-general, he again gave way to 
his feelings, and rushed on in such ablaze of fervid eloquence, 



as excited the indignation of the audience to the very highest 
pitch. Nothing was to he heard but one deep, universal groan 
of execration against the author of the horrid barbarities de- 
picted : while describing I hose lo which wiiiiii.ii were subjected, 
he said they Kent such lengths as it would lie indecent for 
justice to follow them, and then after a pause of some minutes 
his utterance choked with indignation, he went on with his 
ile.iiTijitii.iii, when the agitation of his spirits overpowered him, 
he faltered, and at last slojit short, and sunk down in his 
seat; immediately his friends, the Prince of Wales amongst 
the rest, with much seeming anxiety, Hew towards him. 
Aftera few minutes he rose, and signified his extreme anxiety 
to finish wh;il he had to sav thai day. but it would not do, he 
grew faint, and dropt doivn again. The Hou.se was disposed. 

you may believe, to feel for him. liven the stem Tliurlow 
was observed to recti i e suitable impressions ; he gave a nod 
to Lord Derby, who went immediately lo Burke, and signified 
to him that it was iheir lordships' desire to adjourn; which 
was immediately done. Burke sikjii recovered, and walled 
to his carriage. There is a total suspension of business, pub- 
lic and private. I have done nothing these last eight days, 
but hear and speak and think of Burke. He has now attained 
some reward for his twenty years' service. Adieu. Head the 
World of to-day," 

But from these exciting scenes he was soon lo be excluded. 
In the autumn of 17i)0, he paid a visit to his father at Lairg, 
the first since his return from India. Forgetful of the injury 
his constitution had sustained from his severe fever and dis- 
agreement with the climate of India, he entered with his char- 
acteristic eagerness on the rural amusements he had enjoyed 
in his youth, and by standing in (be lake angling, riding great 
distances at late hour*, under rain, Sic, he caught a severe cold, 
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and inflammatory fevei ensued. His eyes were affected. 
Sued medical advice as the country afforded was immcdiwtely 
got, aud vigorous remedies applied ; the inflammation was 
suljdued, but not, as appeared afterwards, till a fatal injury 
was sustained by the eyes. 

Of this catastrophe he thus wrote to the same friend in 
Edinburgh, to whom the letters already quoted were addressed : 
" Your letters lo me from Edinburgh and Inverness found ine 
at my father's, in a fever, so that they were not opened till it 
was too late to answer them. Along with this fever, I was 
afflicted with nn inflammation in my eyes, which has deprived 
me of sight for ten weeks past, on which account I projio.se to 
return to Loudon by land, and shall probably lie in Edinburgh 
by the 20th. As my only motive for going to Edinburgh is to 
consult Dr. Munro, and as my unfortunate situation will put 
it out of my power to visit my friends, I wish to be incog. 
You will therefore say nothing about me to any of them till 
we meet. I hope this will find you in town, and at leisure to 
devote the 20lli, and a few of the Allowing days, wholly to 
me," kc. 

Dr. Munro giving no hope of recovery of sight, Mr. Mackay 
proceeded to London, and plural himself under the care of 
the most approved nculi-ts. I'hipps and Weir. They con- 
tinued for twelve months to try various remedies, including 
electricity, by the effects of which hope mis IVei|ueiiily excited, 
but all ended in disappointment. He described the anguish 
of mind he experienced when eieited hope proved delusive, 
as far more overwhelming than the certainty that blindness 
was to he his lot. 

But his was not a mind to sink under misfortune, however 
severe. He had never been so depressed, as not to find enjoy- 
ment from reading, from society, and from the kind a 



paid in him by friends. Music bad always been to bin 
source of much enjoyment ; he had an ear formed to delight 
in the most simple melody, or in the richest harmony ; with 
hut little cultivation, be had acquired sufficient skill in the 
theory of this accomplishment to relish its highest cbiirms, 
and ti> exercise a discriminative taste in the appreciation of 
any composition or performance in that delightful art. Sacred 
music, above all (especially the compositions of Handel], 
excited in bis mind deep del ..it in mil 11 notion. He nun applied 
himself with great assiduity to acquire practical knowledge 
and skill, and spent hours at the piano-forte daily, with the 
view not only of present occupation for liis thoughts, hut as a 
resource for future recreation. He found the experiment 
answer the first end remarkably well, and often recommended 
it to fellow- sufferers. As habit, and his happy power of self- 
oceunaliou reconciled him to his bereavement, he gradually 
ceased to have recourse to the piano. In poetry be was ex- 
ceedingly fastidious, hut hud great delight in composition^ 
which gratified his taste and feelings, and repealed passages 
of such with great pathos. 

He remained in Uiitdou lor some years, a]i|ivehendi]lg that 
life would, to a blind man, be a stagnant pool elsewhere. 
With several families he was on the most intimate habits. In 
one, related to him, he was lor some time domesticated. 
Their kindness, and his warm interest in the developing char- 
acter of their young family, greatly conduced to "Call his 
thoughts from his disappointed hopes ; all his kindly feelings 
were exercised and gratilh-d in directing the studies of the 
elder, and taking part in the enjoyments of the younger 
members. In a communication recently received from 
the eldest son of that family, now risen to eminence in 
his profession, he writes : — " His memory, cherished de- 
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servedly and affectionately by all who knew him, is well 
entitled to the tribute which it is proposed by bis friends to 
he paid in the sketch intended to be prefixed to the edition of 
his Life of General Mackay now in preparation. To that ac- 
count of the life of my dear and excellent friend and relative, 
it is, however, in my power to add little, but my testimony to 
his kindness ; and in attributing, as I do, much of such success 
as has attended me in life to his alleetionaic direction of my 
en rly studies, and to a friendly uniform interest in my welfare, 
which I know, and am consoled to know, he entertained to tlie 
lust. When a hoy at Westminster, I was his companion or 
conductor on almost all occasions. I was his amanuensis at 
all my interval., of leisure ; ;iud even now, after the lapse of 
half a century, retain the times uf his voice, and the charm of 
his manner, vividly pictured on my mind. But I am speak- 
ing now with an interval of more than fifty years between us, 
for when he quitted London for Scotland, our occasions of 
meeting were of rare occurrence and of short duration. Of 
his cor res poii deuce I have not a scrap, save one letter, the 
last probably he ever indited; this I preserve most religi- 
ously. 1 enclose it now, but placing it at your temporary dis- 
posal, heg that you will return it to me. My constant, and 
heavy engagements left me hut little time for the writing of 
letters. It was, however, my delight, knowing the gratifica- 
tion it would convey to him, to inform him of any circum- 
stance of success in my profession, my silk gown, my appoint- 
ment as a Judge in the Court of Review, and as Master in 
Chancery, matters, as I knew,of interest k> him." To these affec- 
tionate reminiscences we may ailil what, probably, was never 
known to the writer of them, viz : that tu his cousin's discernment 
and appreciation of his talents while a very young boy, he owed 
his father's determination to prepare him, by the most liberal 
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education, for the bar; thus rescuing him from his previous 
destination to the drudgery of a counting-house, where, most 
probably, the latent spark of classical taste, of wit, and of 
forensic talent, would have been either annihilated, or a 
source of misery, by the di-cirilnmT between duties and 
taste, hi the retrospection o( the influence he exercised in 
this matter, Mr. Mm-Liy had jjreat pleasure, deriving from it 
even parental enjoyment in the progressive advancement in 
professional consideration and rank of his relative. 

The letter from Mr. Mackuv, above referred to, will not be 
unacceptable to our readers, as an evidence of the freshoess 
and vigour of his feelings, oven at the verge of life. It was 
written on the 30th of March ; and iinv days niter this, a fall 
on his own stairs brought on an illness, which terminated 
fatally on the 8th of April. 

"Mv deak Coi-sin iisu Fbtenb. — ' Do not,' you say, 'feel 
indisposed to write to me.' Alas! ray dear George that you 
should allow yourself to think that such a hint could be 
necessary between us. Feel indisposed, do you say ; — very far 
from it indeed, so much so, that scarcely a day has passed 
since the 10th December, the date of your letter, that 1 have 
not thought of you ; many times have I resolved to write to 
you, and one day indited a pretty long letter to you, but on 
reading it over, I was so little pleased with it that I threw it 
into the fire ; and since then Inn e nut been able to muster up 
resolution to write again. Now, however, I feel so ashamed 
of my weakness (for from weakness it really proceeded), that 
I resolve to make one effort, more to regain the warm and 
affectionate regard expressed in your letter, and, I am con- 
vinced, really felt. Sly day is gone by. Time was, when I 
lived in the active voice like other people, but I now feel that 
I must confine myself to the passive; and to (he pleasure 
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which it affords, anil to which I am as much alive as 
a century ago. Witness the delight your last afforded me ; 
and during the few yearn, or months, or days, which it may 
please God to continue me in this life, it will add to my hap- 
piness if you continue to inform me of your welfare, and of 
that of those most dear to you, without expecting a return, 
which the present specimen will satisfy you I am now incapa- 
ble of rendering. A thousand thanks for your communica- 
tion respecting the mastership in Chancery, and remember I 
shall hold you bound tit inform me of anything of the same 
kind that may happen to you again. Before I conclude, I 
must mention to you my wish to introduce to you a young 
friend, a namesake and cousin of mini-. Charles Mactay, a 
candidate for fame and fortune in the literary way, having 
already distinguished himself as an author, — one of his 
works, ' The Thames and il- Tributaries,' I am now reading 
with pleasure and profit. 

" He has been extremely obliging mid useful to me in cor- 
recting, and ediriiifr a duodecimo edition of the 'Life of 
General Maekay.' The first edition being nearly exhausted, 
I am anxious to bring out a second before I take my de- 
parture, which being at less llian half the price of the first, 
will introduce my hero to a different class of readers, more 
numerous than the former, and therefore desirable ; my 
object being to put into circolation fart-, which would other- 
wise be little known. Much has been done in this way 
already by the first edition : i'nr ii^tunce. my friend, the Hon- 
ourable Major Maekay having m ,'l with the Prince of Orange 
some time before bis clevaliuji to the throne, the Prince ex- 
pressed his respect lor tin- (ieueriil's character, and asked 
Major Maekay where he could get a copy of his life, who 
kindly presented the Prince with his own copy, and this led 




to an order for two copies for the public librar; 
where the conversation took place. 

" I can add no more at present, but if you will favour rae 
with a few lints in reply to this, I think I can answer for 
your hearing from me soon again, Meantime! I conclude with 
kindest remembrance to your lady from my wife and self, 
remaining ever, ray dear Sir George, 

" Yours affectionately, 

"John Mack*!'." 
In noticing Mr. Mackay's sources of enjoyment in London, 
we should be guilty of an omission very little in accordance 
with Lis feelings, if the family of Mr. Bell, of Aldersgatc- 
street were not mentioned. Intelligent, musical, and truly 
hospitable, the cordial welcome he met with, when disposed 
to join their family circle, or WL-H-sdivted panics, he ever 
recollected with affectionate gratitude. 

With improving spirits, and growing conviction that his 
happiness did trot depend on outward resources, his desire to 
reside with his father was strengthened; but the manse of Lairg 
could not have afford of bin tolerable lOOOBunodAtioa, till by 
his persuasion his lather was induced lo remove to his daugh- 
ter's house, and permit the proprietors to pull down the old 
manse, and erect a new oue on its site. In the already 
ijuoted " Family Annals," we find his return to his birth-place 
thus mentioned. " In August, 17;>.j, I returned to Lairg, after 
an absence, baling short intervals, of twenty years, reckoning 
from the time I went to Inverness. I had lost my sight iu 
1790, und uow resolved to lake up my abode with my father, 
who returned to Lairg in October, his new manse lieing 
finished and furnished. Having for many years been dyiug 
daily, and the completion of the new buildings having been 
o provokingly protracted, that he almost despaired of ever 
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seeing them, he felt and expressed great satisfaction, when al 
length, lifter surmounting many obstacles, be I'mmd bimself 
comfortably set down, in his seventy -ninth year, in the very 
spot where he was hum, anil had spent the greater part ofhis 
life. At night hr commenced family worship, by reading the 
first chapter uf Genesis, iiml as was his custom, began his 
prayer by briefly alluding to the chapter he had read, and 
then proceeded from the works of creation to those of provi- 
dence and redemption. When acknowledging ihe superinten- 
dence of the Great ltuler of the universe, he glanced at the 
convulsions which then distracted the world, and implored 
His gracious interposition in behalf of his country and the 
Church planted in it. Then coming nearer home, 'on this 
spot' he said, 'prayer had been offered up in the name of 
Christ by many who are now glorified spirits in heaven; 
might their mantle descend oii [lie present 1:011 era I ion— might 
this house lung continue (lie hou-e of prayer, and the blessing 
of God rest on the parish, the family, and all the individuals 
belonging to it, whether at home or abroad.' This is but a 
faint outline of a most affecting and impressive prayer." 

The subject of our sketch had now ipiitted " the busy haunts 
of men" — the scenes of much interest — the sources from which 
be had sedulously fed his desire for knowledge — the society lie 
greatly enjoyed. But he did not repine, nor suffer time to pass 
unemployed, though excluded horn the path he would have pre- 
ferred. His religious knowledge and desire.- were nourished by 
bis father's society ; his benevolence was ever alive and active, 
and his then unmarried si.-lii read lo him. wrote fur him, was 
every thing to him that the lenderest, most devoted attachment 
could suggest, and his return in affection was ardent and 
unceasing. She is now the sole survivor of her lather's family, 
and, as she says, a second lime widowed by surviving her 
beloved brother. 



I^irg continued to be Mr. M's. borne torn 1795 till 1803, 
though he frequently visited London and Edinburgh, renew- 
ing with great pleasure former intimacies. He had in 1796-7 
the happiness of meeting his brother William, on occasion of 
his voyages briiiL;liiLj liim to England, and in the latter year 
spent several weeks on board his ship, at Portsmouth, when 
the " Narrative of the Shipwreck of the Juno," was prepared 
for the press. 

Though his brother Hugh's progress in the acquisition of 
fortune enabled hiin to increase the domestic comforts of the 
manse family (a power be delighted to avail himself of), Mr. 
M. practised strict economy us to his own expenditure. He 
generally left home on his excursions without an atteudant, 
taking his passage to London or Lcith in such craft as 
then plied from Cromarty to those ports, hiring on his arrival 
a lad to conduct him along the streets, and in many instances, 
astonished his guide by-directing him to nearer routes than 
be was aware of, so accurate were bis recollections, especially of 
London localities ; and to the honour of human nature it 
should be recorded, that never, but on one occasion, did his 
fellow-passengers, in coach or ship, allow him to feel the want 
of a special attendant ; he frequently spoke with warm feeling 
of the polite, benevolent, and even kind attention, he invari- 
ably experienced, with this solitary exception. 

We find in letters to Mr. Walker, occasional expres- 
sions of his feelings, and notices of the subjects by which 
he was chiefly occupied, and a very few of those are all 
of the pretty extensive correspondence he carried on from 
Lairg that have been available in aiding the willing but un- 
skilful limner of this portrait. In a letter of 22nd August, 
1798, he writes to this friend, "the fourth edition of the Nar- 
live is now in circulation, making, with the three formes, 






above two thousand copies." On [he 9-ltli December, he 
wrote concerning it, "have you received the copies of the 
Narrative I directed Rosa to send you — mention a nv correc- 
tions that occur to you, in case that I may have to publish 
another edition this winter. I did not express u-imder how 
any reader could be at n loss to conceive what prevented lie 
Juno from going' to the bottom ; but how any intelligent 
reader could, and for the sake of the unintelligent, the ex- 
plan;Uory notes are added; do you think them sufficient? I 
am not surprised at the scepticism of your preat friends; I 
have met wiili unbelievers myself, even of those who had read 
the work, but with a very few exceptions they were of the 
superficial class of readers. To balance these I have received 
the unqualified assent of men eminent in science, — of slilful 
seamen, imclHgenl Kasl Indians, and sensible men of various 
descriptions. Sir George Staunton told me he heard it dis- 
cussed at Sir Joseph Banks' convereazione.— Debrett said it 
was the frequent subject of conversation at his shop, and 
praised by such persons as Lord Carlisle, and Dr. ltussel the 
learned author of the ' History of Aleppo.' Russel is a 
zealous friend to the work, and took great pains in collecting 
for me similar cases from literary journals in various lan- 
guages, which I once thought of subjoining to the second 
edition, but was advised to let it stand or fall by its own 
merits. Dr. Hamilton, who saw, and closely questioned 
William, is a firm believer in the accuracy of every fact 
stated, and his cynical disposition gives me the greater 
reliance on his evidence. Dr. Moyes and M. Ducarel, a 
scientific East Indian, 4e. &c., are enthusiastic admirers. 
Ducarel writes to me recommending great caution in re- 
vising for the second edition, as the very defects in style are 
bcauiies, and add to the vraisemhlahle of the n 



the reviews I have seen speak favourably of it,— and many 
have extracted largely from it. 

" As to politics, they must stand over till another tl 
What tliink you of Nelson's victory, and of his letter which 
announced it? He and ray cousin and friend Major Poison, 
respect ivi-!y ii 11 11 in an ded [lie sea and land forces which took 
Fort St. Juan, on the Spanish main last war, and they Mill 
continue on an intimate looting. I saw Nelson with his lady 
and venerable father, frequently last winter, at Bath." 

To the latest edition of " the Narrative " above mentioned, 
(published by Blackwood of Edinburgh) is subjoined, 
appendix, an account of a voyage up the Red sea, by Wil- 
liam Mackay, 1802 — full of incident, and in the preface 
is noticed Lord Byron's plagiarism in bis poem of "Don 
Juan," and his biographer Mr. Moore's remarks regarding 
the comparative merits »f ilic sailor's and trie poet's edition of 
the story of" the Two Fathers." 

To the same friend he writes thus: — 

" Lairg, 18th January, 1799. 

" Mr DEAit Walkeu. — I returned a few days ago fron 
weeks' excursion lu the counties of Ross, Cromarty, and Inver- 
ness, and your letter of the (ith came just in time to appease 
ray wrath, which was beginning to kindle again.-l you for your 
long silence, I give you joy of Mrs. Walker's safe delivery, 
and shall love Miss all the more for bearing the name of 
Russel — but are you always in the nursery F Are the muses 
quite forgotten ? Are you never to attempt leaving any 
monument behind you, to tell that such a man as Josiah 
Walker lived ? Really had I your genius, blind as I am, I 
should turn it to better account than you do. Oh ! Walker, 
bail I but a single hour in the day of what you possess, how 
precious every moment of it would he to me, for there never 



was a period of my life when I found my mind mure disposed 
to exertion and aclivitj than the present. But alas, what 
can I do? nature lias deprived me of powers to produee any 
thing original in the way of composition ; and business, that 
particular line of it for which I [hint I am qualified, my 
misfortune lias for ever rendered mc unfit for. I am never 
idle, yet I am busy to little purpose, except in so far as I 
keep off ennui. I see every other man making advances in 
science, in wealth, and in preferment, whilst I am absolutely 
standing still. What a blank do the last eight years of my 
life present, and the remainder seems to promise no better ; 
time lias enabled me to bear my situation, but it has in no- 
degree abated my sense of what I have lost. I feel the full 
force of Milton's lines as much as ever, not their poetical 
beauty merely, but their solid, practical, important meaning. 
I wish much to phew you the beauties of those northern 
counties, in which you will find sights and prospects moral 
as well as physical, not of hopeless sterility ("as Johnson would 
say), but of cultivation, hospitality, and refinement. I like the 
country, and find myself happy in it, yet I feel myself hut as 
a wayfaring man that tarricth in it only for a night. I will 
not give up the idea of seciug you here in summer, were it 
only for a week ; I can assure you thai yon can spend five or 
six on the tour I would propose to you, very much lo your 
satisfaction. Come about the beginning of July ; I shall meet 
with you at Inverness, and part with you there in August I 
fear I promise myself too much pleasure from our excursion ; 
what a variety of interesting topics \\r lui c to discuss, from 

kings and emperors down to the wretched wretched 

indeed, an outcast, from society, and a disgrace to the church, 
the country, and the age in which he lived — to human nature 
itself: you and I need not recur to such a story for comfort 
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iiniler our misfortunes while we have Wilde, Grant, ami 
Townshend before our eyes ; men who did not hring their 
misfortunes on themselves, but have been afflicted by the 
hand of God. Even Emmett, whom you hut lately considered 
as the neplvs ultra nl'iiiWiM'iiii'jo.il'iiot ot'disgrace, bow enviable 

even lus fate, compared with that of Yes, Walker, I 

do yet esteem and love Emmett ; and paradoxical as the 
opinion may seem to you, I trace all liis errors to the goodness 
of his heart — but of this more when we meet. Did I tell you 
that Mackintosh is married again to the daughter of a Welsh 
squire, and sister to the two Mrs. Wi-dsrcwi«nl«, and judging 
from a letter of hers he read to me, very clever ? Such connex- 
ions will, of course, takebim out of the olil il on icstic circle, but 
how far this will in other respects improve Lis condition, time 
will tell ; in politics lie has become moderate, having quite 
cut with the high-flyers ; hut still 
Fox. He is much with Lord Moir, 
his private secretary, had that administration been formed. 
You need not entertain any apprehension of my falling into 
despondency, my health I see will be belter in-this country 
than elsewhere— solitude I fear not, and what I have will 
enable me to keep a cottage with my sister or some such, and 
no nearer connexion. Better days may come ; and in the 
mean time, I will, notwithstanding the failures of (he past, 
not slacken in the use of such future means as may suggest 
themselves. 

"Give my kind remembrance to Manners, and tell him 
that a day has hardly elapsed these three mouths without my 
reproaching myself for not answering his very entertaining 
letter, — but something or other has always intervened; for, 
strange to tell, I complain of want of time, and really feel the 
want of it as much as I ever did, the busiest period of my life. 
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In order to conceive this, yon must consider that almost every 
thing I do (playing pieces of music I am acquainted with ex- 
cepted) is done l>y the help of another, and therefore, con- 
sumes more time; hut I assure you I have not been unpleas- 
antly or unprofitably occupied. I wrote a few lines to Baird, 
of whose continued kind attentions to my father's and my own 
concerns I cannot say enough." 

To the same friend Mr. M. wrote as follows : — 

"Lairg, May 4th, 1799. 

"Your long looked for letter of the 2nd, did not reach ine 
till the 12th, owing to our having no communication with 
Dornoch, except by a weekly runner. What a Ion* interval 
of silence since the 2(lth January, and how mueh during that 
interval did you see, hear, and feel, communicable even by 
letter, that would have been interesting to me. When things 
are going against us we can ill brook neglect from our friends, 
from those, especially, who are dear to us, and such is my 
case at present, though upon the whole, I have as little reason 
to complain of friends as most men : yet of late, in two or 
three instances I have esjicrii'iictfil something of this, and I 
begin to feel that it will he proper for me to prepare my mind 
for more of it. Your letter, therefore, was a cordial to me, 
even filled as it was with ingredients not of the sweetest kind. 
Selfishness will predominate in spite of us, and the idea of 
your being settled within four day-' journey ef me" (now not 
above twenty-four hours' journey) " reconciles me the more 
easily to your disappointment, ttpeefatfj when to th-s I add, 
that you are in possession of an Independent t Drome. Do, 
my friend, look back eight years; b-w (.l.f.ly nutilii you then 
have compounded for your present si tutttiou '. Him far beyond 
it did I then soar, and how much beneath it am I now fallen '. 
Foreign indeed, to your former habits must your present 
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occupation he ; but Adam Smith submitted to it, and so may 
you by patience and resolution. Indulge not your propensity 
to ridicule those solemn nothings in which you will some- 
times be engaged. The sketch yon gave of your life in Loudon 
interested we highly; I entered perfectly into all your feel- 
ings — nay, I anticipated them, for 1 had myself experienced 
them before. 

" With respect to your proposal of my going to Perth, I 
know not well what to say — or rather I ought at once to say No, 
and if you wish me well you will not urge ine. Mrs. Rose 
writes me that you will certainly come to see me, which I uiu 
sure you cau more easily do than I can come to you. You 
are but three days' journey from Inverness, where I will meet 
and conduct you hither. When you have a house, and are 
properly settled, I will certainly spend some time with you ; 
hut at present it would lie expensive tu both, and yet we 
should not be comfortable ; even .... would break in upon 
us with his officious kindness, telling us of his little wife and 
his brats. In this country you will see something to add to 
the stock of your ideas, and you will be better able to assist 
ine with your advice, as to my future plans. To you alone 
out of my own family, mv complaints shall be confined ; for 
a man gains nothing in the estimation, not of the world 
merely, hut even of what arc called friends, by the disclosure 
or his distresses. Belter days may come. You say nothing 
concerning Dugald Stewart. Oh ! now the value of such a 
friend rises in my eyes. We all unite in earnest wishes 
lo see you here!" 

" After this who shall speculate ; you say, and say truly, in 
the general, that we are too apt to judge by the event. This 
I deny, as to myself, in the particular instance of Grenville's 
letter to Bonaparte ; lor the i iiv same judgment I have of 
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now J formed the first instant it was read to me— viz. tliat it 
was arrogant, rash, and imprudent. Not that I blamed Lord 
G. for refusing to treat with a usurper, who had not been a 
month on the throne, but for the contumelious style of the 
refusal; and still mure, if possible, for talking of restoring 
the House of Bourbon. This last appeared to me downright 
insanity ; and I have tm -iiii-i 1 CMUidMOd it a striking proof, 
that passion and prejudice will lead the ablest and wisest men 

But whatever shades of difference, and I believe they are but 
shades, there may be between your opinions and mine as to 
public affairs, there is one thing in which I am sure we are 
agreed, that is, in feeling pride and pleasure in our late suc- 
cesses; and in praying that whatever form of government 
may he established in France — whatever set of men may get 
into administration in Britain, wc may have peace and plenty 
restored to us. Are you not rather severe on Laing's book ? 
The style has certainly all the faults you mention, but do you 
allow nothing f„ r deep research, and accurate investigation of 
facts? — does he show no discrimination of character? — no 
diligence in correcting the mistakes of former historians? — no 
critical sagacity in his remarks on men, manners, and books? 

" Yon ask what new information has be brought forward ? 
Has Hume or Robertson produced any new information? — 
have they not merely collected materials from former histo- 
rians, and worked tliem up into an agreeable narration? So 
has Laing — not indeed, with the same success as to style, but 
I will be bold to say that he will not suffer on a comparison 
with Robertson as to originality of thinking, or variety of 
learning. 

" You say that in speaking of the Covenanters he is em- 
barrassed between hit politics and his infidelity. I own to you 






I am vexed 1>j Laing's sneer at religion and die clergy, in 
which he seems a servile imitator of Hume, as he is in style of 
Gibbon and Johnson, and I think of Tacitus too. Mackintosh 
told me that soon after Laing began the history, he read the 
first chapters to him, and that lie objected to the style, as not 
adapted to history, ami that in consequence the author was to 
recast them. I go to tort George to see Mrs. Eiumett, and 
will not forget your compliments to [hem. She was delivered 
some time ago of a dead child, in consequence of a fright 
from an accidental fire in the Fort, hut is doing well. Hard 
fate! Adieu — kindest remenihmiire to Mis. Walker." 

" Lairg, July 2nd, 1802. 
" Mv dear Walker. — Besides mj father and myself, our 
family now consists of a niece of bis, acting as housekeeper, 
and a grand-nephew as his assistant, who besides his ci/clesi- 
astical duties, takes charge or the glebe, >kc. without doors. — 
The business, which while my sister and her husband remained 
with us was done by three persons, now devolves on two, and 
so occupies their time that they have but little to spare to mc, 
so that I find myself obliged to limit my c ones |>omle nee. For 
some days packets have been pouring in upon me from abroad, 
the contents of which are highly interesting. I have a few 
lines from Hugh, intimating his prepaviiju; to take the field 
again, against one of those refractory 1'ija'i-; u!io are con- 
stantly harassing them,— not a word of his criming home, but 
a letter which lie promises to write in January will, I hope, 
settle the point. From William I have several letters, from 
Suez and Grand Cairo, one of which contains a more detailed 
account of his voyage, inferior in interest only to the " History 
of the Juno." What Providence has destined him for I know 

e certainly has been his fate to witness and to bear a 
di scenes of difficulty and danger, as have hardly 






ever fallen to the lot of a man of liis years. In his former 
disastrous voyage, he hail little to do, but to suffer well, which 
he'Tdid; but in this he found himself placed in a variety of 
critical situations which called on him to act, and requiring n 
degree of presence of mind, promptitude, and decision, of 
which I scarcely believed him rapable, but which he neverthe- 
less displayed in an cmim-nt degree. 

" His supercargo baring turned out a knave, he has been 
obliged to send hack the t\np, and remain in Egypt himself 
tn dispose of ibe cargo. He had been thrice across the desert, 
and the last time had been attMM by the Bedouin Arabs; 
and to conclude all he is now exposed to the plague in that 
country; lam anxious lint not uneasy about him; resting 
satisfied, that he is under the care of thesaroe kind Provid- 
ence which has already delivered him (torn so many dangers. 

"That I may dismiss my iiitcrt'stiiip characters, I now come 
to Emtnett. I spent two days with him at Fort George, and 
reckon that he is about this time embarking for Hamburgh 
with bis fellow prisoners, on board a frigate sent for that pur- 
pose, never again to lie permitted to return to Ireland, on paiu 
nf denlh, in virtue of an act of the Irish Parliament. How 
they can be excluded from Britain I know not, unless the 
Imperial Parliament before it expire pass an act to that 
effect. I found him in perfect health and spirits, but not so 
her ; she was recently delivered of a daughter, whom she 
endeavoured id suckle, but seemed tu have no constitution for 
the undertakm;;. l'rom 1 lunibiir.-.b licgws to America, where 
he is sure of being well received by Jefferson, and where I 
have little doubt, he may one day rise to eminence" (this an- 
ticipation was amph fulfilled i: '■ should you and I live to hear 
the even I, what a striking proof it will afford of the vicissitude* 
ofhuman affairs, and what strange reflections will not the re- 



membrance of the years 1788-98 suggest to our minds. To 
come nearer home, — as to myself I feel as in a state of widow- 
hood since the loss of my sister, who removed to her own 
house at Loth last week, accompanied by the prayers and bless- 
ings of the whole parish. To me, the blank her departure has 
made, is sueh as none hut a wife can fill up, and a wife I tan- 
not have at present. My father's infirmities have increased 
so much that it will be necessary for me to stay with him more 
than I have done for some time, and we are threatened with 
changes in the neighbourhood that will not add to our com- 
fort ;— however, we possess many comforts. Let me hear from 
you as sooii us possible, ami say how your poem " the Defence 
of Order 7 ' comes on? — and when it is to come out?" 

In the following* letter to his friend, Mr. Mackny announces 
that the loss he had sustained in being separated from his 
sister, was likely to he compensated for in the only way it 
could be so in Ills own apprehension — he writes r 

"Lairg, 1 4th February, 1803. 

"My dear Walkeb. — The happy month which you and 
I have so long enjoyed in anticipation, seems now, alas ! more 
distant than ever. When I last wrote to you, I reckoned on 
receiving a letter before now from my brother, fining the pro- 
bable period of his arrival in England, by which my move, 
menu were to be regulated. To my great disappointment I 
liave not yet heard from him — but at second hand I learned, 
and can rely on the information, that he is returned to his 
station in the Mysore, and is not to be home this year. As, 
however, I have reason to expect a Idler from himself every 
day, I cannot well stir from home, till it come to hand. 
But there is another bar in the way still more serious— I am 
going to marry a wife and cannot come! I have just returned 
home, after ;in;ib*' tut '.'I'lomewe'.-k* spent in negotiating this im- 
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portant affair, on which is to depend my future happiness.— 
The lady is the youngest daughter of Mr. Gordon of Carrol, 
(We omit a lover's description of his mis- 
ira.-dnn pretty ninth the same /irrfecthtis are 
ises), " Her father is the Squire AUwortluj 
in every respect, except the size of his estate, 
Judge of my satisfaction in the prospect of 
;o connected with one of the men on earth I most 
revere. Her mother, now, alas ! no more, was distinguished for 
her piety, her information, and the prudent management of 
Lei family, and her connexions are highly respectable, on 
bull] si ill. 1 :; of the ha use ; fur rank ami character I am afraid of 
overcharging the picture, and yet, in all I have said, I am 
sure 1 have not jjoue bi ■yond the truth," &c. 

On the 2Sth of March, Mr. Mackay thus expresses ttt 
his friend the pleasure he derived from the completion of 
his poem (■* the 1 "■ ■: J V - r ; . ■ ■:■ ■'i't>uUi"), to which allusion lias been 
made. — " I rejoice to [hid that jour poem is at length ushered 
into the world, muk r such favourable auspices; and that it is 
likely to procure jou that nutice which your talents so well 
entitle you to. I thank you heartily for the copy you intend 
for me— the more as I am to he the only friend so favoured. 
I shall be impatient till I receive it, and pray let it have 
something by way of inscription, which will add to the value 
of the gift, I hope to be settled in my own house in Cromarty 
before the etui of May. Mr. M'l.cod, Sheriff-Depute of Ross, 
is uncle to my intended wife, and has invited us to his house 
on our way t<i Cromarty. Could you send my copy before 
that visit takes place, I think I could ensure its introduction 
into the best circles in Ko.^ -.liiru and I he neighbouring coun- 
ties. Mr. M. has three daughters married in Edinburgh, one 
to Dr. Gregory, an elegant and amiable woman. I hope the 




on your list — for notwithstanding his "iron justice," 
he is a zealous friend to men of merit. The knot is to be 
tied early in May which is to decide my future happiness. I 
have had a glorious letter from Poicher on the occasion, 
requesting Isabella's acceptance of a gift to the value 
of ut least one hundred pounds '. I have a letter from 
Hugh, but it is not yet certain whether he conies home this 
year or not — also one from William, who is safely returned to 
Bengal from Egypt. Hugh promised him five hundred 
pounds, and has given him twelve hundred to assist in pur- 
chasing a share of another ship; arid has lodged one thousand 
pounds for me in the Madra> '•* per cent. Loan," Sic. 

The union looked forward to with s.> ma. h hope took place 
in the following May, and did Dot, we tiulieve, BmtHmSjf 
disappoint the expectations of an affectionate and ardent mind, 
during its tliirty-einht tears' continuance 

The deeply afflictive occurrences of that and the following 
years in Mr. Mackav'^, I'.iir.ily. mliau: ■ i vu- value of domestic 
comfort; and he was u»t insensible to the merciful arrange- 
ment made by the divine Disposer of the ways of man, in 
providing for him a helpmate ami borne hi' lore those who 
were the objects of his lend en st a Auction were taken from 

Extract from a letter to Mr. Walker. 

" Lairg, 28th May, 1803. 

"From the hand-writing, yon will privi-ivc t.luit 1 have got 
a new amanuensis, and I am happy to tell you that amanuen- 
sis is my wife. Accept of imr oniirii thanks tor your congratu- 
lations, which wc receive as coming front one of my oldest 
friends, and the most intimate I have on the earth. We were 
united on the 3rd instant, and as the honeymoon is not yet 
completed, were we to say much of our happiness, I fear it 






would only produce a smile from an old married man like 
you. On that day we received the ' Defence of Order.' We 
have now read the whole once through, and some parts of it 
twice, and were we to Bay all we think and feci with respect 
to it, it would only be to re-echo the sentiments of your other 
friends — many of them more competent judges. I do really 
think it one of the very first productions that have appeared 
on that side of the question; and I have no doubt that it will 
procure you both fame and profit. You must, however, lay 
your account with being severely handled hy one class of 
reviewers, particularly by the ' Edinburgh,' who are, I hear, 
preparing to open a battery against joil. You will remember 
I expressed U> you my fears of your being too lavish of your 
compliments to certain great characters. I am slill of the 
same opinion, though 1 know you have not said a word more 
than you think, which I shall take care to make known to all 
with whom I converse on the subject. I set a high value upon 
it, and shall preserve it as a perpetual memorial of our friend- 
ship. My wife longs to be acquainted with you. If Hugh 
comes home this seasnii 1 hope ivc shall meet ere long. We 
propose going to Cromarty next week, to which place you will 
hereafter address for me. 

" That the war may be in some degree owing to the repre- 
sentations of O'Connor and some other Irishmen at the court 
of Bonaparte, I doubt not; but can assure you, Emmctt had 
no connection with either. He has not exchanged a word 
with O'Connor but once these two years, and detests Bona- 
parte. His last letter to me was from Brussels, while he 
waited for the spring to take his passage to America," Sec. 

In August of this year the venerable minister of Lairg was 
taken to his rest, as already related in closing the brief notice 
of his character. More afflictive bereavements soon followed. 




While in daily expectation of receiving letters announcing 
that Captain H. Mackay had actually taken Ins passage for 
Englanii — the disappointing tidings tame of the breaking out 
of hostilities against ibe Mai nail as, whii-h obliged him to 
lake the field when all was prepared for his return to his 
country and longing family. Though it was impossible to 
lay aside anxious thoughts respecting the result of a contest, 
in which, as to numbers, the disparity between the British 
army and that of Sciridiali was immense; months passed 
agreeably, in interchange of civilians, with the many estim- 
able families in and around Cromarty. These enjoyments 
were interrupted in January 1804, by an exercise of that 
benevolence which at all times actuated Mr. Mackay. A 
young naval officer, connected with his valued friends, the 
family of Lord Elphinstone, was taken ill on hoard the 
(.'Kili'oiitie frigate, then in the hay of Oi'otnarly ; quiet and 
care, such as a ship at sea, amidst the storms of winter, could 
not well afford, were deemed necessary to his recovery, and he 
was invited to Mr. M's. house. The illness proved to be ty- 
phus fever, in a very virulent form and of long continuance. 
It pleased God to reward the tare taken of him, by (be youth's 
recovery, and the preventing of injury to the neighbours fiom 
infection. Mr. and Mrs. M. were relieved from their anxious 
charge by a neighbouring family as soon as be could safely be 
removed, in order to the-h" ni'invf-ding to Udiiihurgli, where the 
alarming illness of a sister rt .[iiircd Mi.-. M's. |m sunce. The 
release came too late to answer the desired end. Mr. and 
Mrs. M. remained with their bereaved brother and his family 
till the overwhelming tidings of Captain H. Mackay's death 
reached them in April. This was communicated by the fol- 
lowing letter from Lieutenant l'urvis, of the Madras Artillery. 
"Mr deak Sfr, — Having been a particular friend of your 



brother Capt. H. Mackay, I am extemely sorry that it is now 
my painful duty to inform you that he was killed in the battle 
fought on the 23rri September, between General Wellesley 
and Scindiah. 

"All that I could say of his gallant conduct would but ill 
console you I'm the lo^s of such a brother; but it may be some 
t-<m!i<>liiliuii for you to know, that the gallant eharge made by 
his troop and the 19th dragoon?, gave us the day, which was 
before against us, and saved the 74th regiment from being 
cut up ; as it is, they have only one hundred men left out of 
four hundred. The enemy stood to their guns whilst the 
cavalry was cutting them dowu, and just as they were routed 
an ill-fated gun went off and killed your brother. He was 
not more than three yards in front of it when it weut off, so 
his death was instantaneous. Your brother is mud regretted 
by the whole artnv, and his memory will live for ever in the 
minds of his friends. He was interred the day after, on the 
field of liatlK', with Colour! Maxwell of the tilth dragoons." 

Fatal as this hercavenienl was to many a long and fondly 
cherished hope of the happiness to attend a reunion with a 
beloved hrother, it was borne as inflicted by " Him who doeth 
all things well." The circumstance of Mr. M.'s being domes- 
ticated with bis brother-in-law Dr. Tlx.ni.smi, whoso own recent 
bereavement prepared his feeling nature fully to sympathise 
iu his friend's sorrow, was well caleulated to alleviate the bit- 
terness of his grief: and on this first occasion of their meeting 
as connexions, the foundation was laid of that warm friemklup 
and confidential intercourse, which acquired strength by 
increasing intimacy, and leaves the survivor one of the deep- 
est mourners over the departure of him in whose affections he 
possessed a brother's place, and of his esteem and confidence, 
the hold which similarity in sentiment and in many points of 



character naturally produce. SoDM flttjf puud with ii is friend 
Mr. Walker on his homeward journey, were exceedingly salu- 
tary to Mr. M.'s wounded spirit. Soon after his return to 
Cromarty, he wrote as follows : — 

"Cromarty, May lltli, 1804. 

"Mr dear Walker, — I am just returned from Suther- 
lalid.shire, where I had a meeting with my sisters, tender and 
affecting as you may believe. 

" I have had several letters from India, and seen some to 
otiers, all iu the same strain as Purvis's. Two I received 
from the dear ilire-a.-ed himself, ilak'd llif •_ 1 rlnl August and 
3rd September. In the former he says, his emoluments were 
greater than ever, but that he would (vhnily fia-ego them to get 
away, as ever)' clay seemed a month, so impatient was he to be 
at home. In the latter he tells me that he had just received 
accounts of my intended marriage, and should make a liberal 
settlement in favour of my wife as soon as he knew it had 
actually taken place. This is probably the last letter he ever 
wrote to me, and never, I trust, shall ii lie erased from my 
wife's or my rememhrauee. A copy of his will is come to 
hand, and is written in the same strain of general benevo- 
lence and of individual affection for his family, which charac- 
terised all his conduct. No one is forgotten who had any 
claim on his affection, his gratitude, or his consideration 
by their need. When we consider all these hi'i|nests, and 
recollect thai the bequealbcr had been twenty years absent 
from his native country, and was surrounded by the din of 
arms, the hurry and bustle of a camp, with most arduous and 
complicated eomuiissaixrt 'lulus, di-mauding perpetual atten- 
tion — the judgment ami cmisidcraleiirss as well as the warmth 
of affection manifested in the whole deed, are very remarkable. 



We intend to quit Cromarty as a resilience ; we sball pass l!ie 
summer amongst our relation* in Sutherland," &c. 

Business requiring Mr. Mackay's presence in London, be 
was iu Edinburgh on his v.;iv thither when accounts readied 
him of the death of his brother William— a very painful but 
not altogether unlooked for bereavement, his constitution 
having been so much impaired by the mental and personal 
fatigues he had undergone, as lo have induced him to quit 
the sea, and to become indigo planter, after his return from 
Suez. From London be wrote to his friend : 

"Mrs. M., as might easily have been predicted, did not like 
Loudon much at first, but now begins to acquire a relish for 
it. As for me I have enjoyed it — yet it is as if I bad enjoyed 
it not ; I shall leave it without a sigh, and care not if I never 
visit it again ; so great a change have ten short years operated 
upon me. I long to be in Edinburgh, there to live and there 
to die. We propose going to Bath early in April, and from 
thence northwards, so as to arrive in Edinburgh early irt 
May, where we hop to have Mrs. Waller and you a; 
possible under our roof." 

Mr. Mackay's choice of Edinburgh as his place of residence 
was very gratifying to many old friends, ami hi: si 
a iiv^ui/cd im/mlii r of the most select society of that intel- 
lect mil city. Few persons could 
eiating and enjoying tl 
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Mackay's health 
Devonshire in; 
n their w 
of Mrs. 
Walker fj 




I mean the death of my excellent and revered father- 
in-law, — a man in whose character were eminently dis- 
played the virtues and graces of the Christian, with leas of 
human infirmity than any other man I ever knew. He had 
just completed his seventy -third year — hail been ailing 1 for 
some lime, hut on the day of his decease went about as usual, 
retireil to hi- chamber mi niu-lit, and expired at his devotions." 
The object of the removal to Devonshire being attained by 
Mrs. M.'s restoration to health, they returned to Kiliutniiuh 
in 1809, and rammed their Boris] intercourse with a numerous 
cirele of friends anil relatives. It would be no easy lank tii 
describe what Mr. Mackay's occupations " ere From me period 
we have now reached— but this we can say of him, mure than 
of any man we have ever met with, that he never was 
unoccupied. Time always seeioed too short ; and some scheme 
to benefit others was ever on the anvil, and pursued with an 
ardour peculiar to himself; sparing no trouble, shrinking 
from no inconvenience to accomplish his benevolent ends. 
Having ever considered a careful and liberal education as the 
best security for future usefulness and happiness, his benevo- 
lence was constantly engaged in securing that blessing for the 
very numerous young friends he included in bis Towards. The 
death of o much valued brother-in-law in 1S09, rendered his 
widowed sister and her large family peculiarly the objects el 
his affectionate solicitude. Two of her hoys, together with two 
others — an orphan niece and n< phev. — became members of his 
family; and their progress in the dilV.-ienl branches of educa- 
tion, was carefully watched and much aided by their uncle's 






Very many, both of those endeared to him by the ties of 
consanguinity, and exciting bis hcncvolcol interest from other 
■e greatly benefited by the active part he 




touk in their education — and many, male and female, are now 
filling important stations, who aelnowleilge with affectionate, 
ardent gratitude, that through his instructions, his example 
and encouragement, ihey were stimulated to that ardour in 
the acquisition of knowledge, to which they owe their success 
in life. 

It is extremely gratifying to have the testimony of one who 
experienced somewhat of this influence, though never domes- 
ticated with Mr. Maekay, nu this subject. Our young friend's 
feeling effusion was called out, by hearing that a sketch of the 
character lie so much revered, was preparing. 

" In the character of those who achieve great fame, not of 
the hest kind, there are too often no small disproportions. The 
superhuman powers they manifest in one department, form, 
not uu frequently, a striking contrast with the mediocrity or 
scantiness of measure observable in other portions of their na- 
ture. The subject of your 'Sketch ' belonged not to this class. 
He was not one of those, who, by the display of some one or 
two gigantic powers, obtain the vulgar epithet of great. His 
character, formed not to astonish, but to command love, 
veneration, ami esteem, exhibited a universal force and manly 
vigour. Every power and affection was well and actively 
developed. There was crcat eonipleteness in his nature, and 
proportionately complete and universal was the range of his 
intelligence and sympathies. 

" The delight he took in the society of great ttnd gifted and 
experienced minds, never incapacitated him for the enjoy- 
ment of more ordinary communion. Youth and immaturity 
were no ground of exclusion from his intimacy ; on the con- 
trary, that benignant necessity inherent in his nature to labour 
for the improvement and elevation of his fellow beings, impelled 
him powerfully towards the fresh impressibility of youthful 






natures. With llie young- his sympathy was quick and 
earnest; and his appreciation of their characters generous and 
just; his influence over (hem was therefore great. No 
rirolous triftcr ever had such power as he — -full, at all 
times of large purposes and serious thoughts, to arrest their 
roving fancies, and to charm their minds into a strange 
harmony with hia own. He eould he sportive, though his 
pleasantry was never of an idle sort, hut set off by a serene 
gravity of manner, that gave notice to the observer of its 
having wise significance. It unconsciously surprised others 
into serious thought — shot sparks of generous feeling into 
colder hreasts, and communicated insensibly to all its own 
tone of hopeful, cheerful, lulerant superiority to the good arid 
evil things alike .if (Lis Uriel' rarthly scene. 

" Tho authority and solemn weight which all his words 
derived from the deep goodness of the speaker, was greatly 
heightened by the outward impression of his voice and as- 
pect. The even and untroubled tones, the ever-placid smile of 
that blind, upraised visage, have struck at times upon my 
youthful sense, like emanations from another world than this 
visihle and outward one, on which he looked not. What 
wonder if hie words had then a weight almost oracular to my 
listening ear The spell, which with no exuberance of fancy I 

have thus felt, others, no doubt, at limes experienced too. 
But be this as it may, there was that at all times in his conver- 
sation witli the young, that needed no adventitious help from 
fancy to commend it. To the hours which it was my fortune 
occasionally to pass, ill rny younger days with him, I look 
back as among the happiest and most improving of my life. 
Numbers of men now acting important ports throughout the 
globe, eould doubtless tell how large a share bis strong, yet 
unasserted influence had in forming and strengthening them 






to their present moral stature. To notice, as it deserves, the 
relation in which he thus stood to all the young men within 
his sphere, would give, I presume to think, more truth and 

completeness to the portrait von sketch, and would contribute 
special and valuable illustration of the extent, and variable 
exercise of his sympathies and powers." 

Could the hint here thrown out by our friend be carried 
into effect, no doubt the end he and we have at heart, would 
thereby be essentially promoted ; but there arc two obstacles 

to its accomplishment. How few are there who can trace and 
appreciate the influences which operate on the formation of 
their moral and intellectual powers t Refined and sensitive 
natures, only, are impressible by such unasserted power as he 
describes — and these arc rare and lovely plants, and peculiarly 
subject to decay and death; tbeu throughout how many climes 
are those now scattered who shared in the advantages so 
beautifully depicted, in the course of Mr. Mackay's fifty years' 
withdrawal from more fixed and active duties. There are 
some around us who would joyfully add their testimony to the 
warmest eulogy «c could indite, but individually it is not in 

In 1813, another path of duty appeared to Mr. M. to de- 
mand his exertions-, and though very foreign to his taste, 

and requiring ureal intellectual and personal sacrifices, — the 
exchanging the eujavments of a resilience in L'. din burgh for 
one of the buinhlest description in a very remote district of 
the Highlands,— he did not shrink from the call. 

At the period of the decease of the brother-in-law ahove 
alluded to, the bulk of bis property was invested in the stock 
of sheep and cattle on a very extensive farm, of which he had 
recently renewed his lease. The skill and activity requisite 
to the productive management of such a concern could not 
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be looked fur from a widow lady ; besides thot, the education 
of her child ri'ii required rntniv:il (turn tliis uilderness-like 
abode. Mr, Mackay expected that by his taking charge of 
the farm, aDd bis sister's removal to a small town, having 
good schools, these anil other purposes, important to the well- 
being of the family, might be achieved. Bat after some years 
of iudel'atignUe exertion, and large expenditure mi buildings, 
ioclosures, draining, improving the breed of cattle and sheep, 
outlays recommended by skilful tanners consulted by him, 
be found it expedient to make over the farm to one who could 
more thoroughly superintend it, withdrawing with very heavy 
pecuniary loss. His in vestment of u portion of his dear-bought 
fortune iu a small landed estate did not prove more lucrative, 
though its improving managemeut was entrusted to a skilful 
farmer, and Mr. M.'s affairs continued straitened, till, by 
the grateful affection of the orphan nephew above alluded to, 
his then aged uncle, suffering under increasing infirmities, 
was released from embarrassment, and restored to all the 
comforts of competency ; and a now widowed aunt amply 
provided for. Truly could they say, and rejoice iu the re- 
flection, that their parental care and culture of this half-caste 
orphan buy was repaid to them a hundred-fold, tnd it might 
be well if then-experience should encourage others not to mark 
by contumely, and neglect of the unoffending offspring, their 
detestation of sin, but rather to atone to those hard-fated 
beings, and to society, as far as possible, by rearing them up 
" in tie way in wlneh tliey should go," as to their eternal and 
temporal well-being. Singubirly mild and affectionate in his 
dispositions, yet bold and enterprising when occasion for the dis- 
playing of those (,ualilies occurred, this youth proved himself 
well suited to his chosen profession ; and by his skill in naviga- 
tion, firmness in command, and sound judgment in fulfilling 



llie trust reposed in him as an oniYer and its a commander, he 
gained the affectionate esteem of all who knew him. 

Soon after his return to Edinburgh from the Highlands, 
Sir. M. found thai the children of that sister who had been 
his solace during many trying- years, required access to higher 
educational advantages than their home and a Parish school 
afforded, aud four of her family were for a time inmates in his 
family, and even his pupils. It might justly he said of him, 
that what his hand, or head, or heart found to do, he did 
with all his might. In the year 1850, e i re u instances induced 
his removing to England, when' he sojourned till 1823, whet) 
he finally settled in Edinburgh, and resumed his former oc- 
cupation and mode of life, with the exception of withdrawal 
from general society, in a great measure. 

Although advancing years aud freijuent illness might have 
rendered abated zeol in promoting the goodof others excusable, 
Mr. M. desired no such excuse. And we have the more pleas- 
ure in recording the following evidence to this fact, that it 
has been communicated by Mr. It. G. Walker, of Hendou, 
the son of Professor Walker, and himself (he party benefited. 
Mr. Walker had occasion lor iiitvoiiuelions to inllueiili.tl 
houses and individuals connected with India, with the view 
of establish] ii a" a respeclalde. sale, ami lespan-iUe home for 
children scut from India for henllli and education, whose pa- 
rents may not have friends to rci-rive them and eare for their 
proper disposal and continued superintendence; an establish- 
ment, the need of which had been much felt, and which has, 
we believe, succeeded well, though not so widely known as it 
ought to be, for the comfort of parents so situated. In answer 
to a request for such introductions, Mr. M. writes on the 
18th February, 1834: "I trust you will dome the justice to 
believe that nothing short of a very urgent impediment would 



prevent my replying to your letter sooner. I dure been ill, 
anil expected day after day to have been out of bed, hut Lave 
been disappointed; being worse to day than for several days 
past, I dictate this letter hi bed, merely to Jet you kuow bow 
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rs stand, that you may u 
The day was when I could be of sc 
views, but now, alas! that day is ; 
in my seventy-third year, abUtus n 
However, there are still a few on wh 
and that influence shall be exerted tc 
your behalf. Let this suffice .it present, and ;. 
week I hope to appeal l'el'ore yen in (In .-liape ol'ii paeket that 
may have some t'll'eit i:i litrwimliui; y- n i r views: t'er be assured, 
my dear Richard, there is no mau living, to whose success it 
would more delight me to contribute than to yours. Adieu ; 
give my love to your spouse, whom I hope one day to know and 
male her ^equalou-d with my wife, who desires her kindest 
remembrance to yourself and Josiah." 

Another instance occurs to our recollection, which, as char- 
acteristic, we relate. The high value Mr. M. placed ou 
education, led to his mating the admissiou of orphan children 
into charitable educational Institutions a frequent object of 
his exertions. He was thus engaged when taken ill of ery- 
sipelas, with high fever and so much inflammation, that 
amputation of the foot was contemplated. The day for the 
election in the institution drew nigh — letters to the directors 
staling the ease must le written, and these he dictated, though 
forced by paroxysms of fever to break off between every few 
lines, and he had the happiness to succeed in obtaining a 
most important object to the child. The managers of the 
various benevolent institutions in Edinburgh are well ac- 




quaintcil with his zeal in such cases, and he felt most grate- 
fully tilt consideration his applications met with from them. 

We shall again quote from a friend's letter his i-xjiressinns 
respecting Mr. Mackav's original qualities, and what his ac- 
quirements were, nml from (liise remark- niav lie inferred what 
were his pursuits. " There are some, perhaps more rarely to 
be met with than is commonly supposed, possessed of powers 
adequate to the calling, and the due exercise of the duties of 
any rank in life. Every faculty or principle of the mind, 
every quality of the head and of [he hcaii, which in its ordi- 
nary amount enables man to act an ordinary part, is with 
those I uon- speak of, larger, broader, deeper, — and there are 
instance- of tins so distinguishable, thai one cannot resist the 
impression, Titers is one who is equal to any rank or station in 
which Divine Providence may be pleased to appoint bis lot. 
Such, to my apprehension was Mi. Maekay. His education 
was liberal, and the knowledge he acquired in youth, very 

" Knowledge, however, is capable of being convoyed to very 
ordinary minds, and ihey may not profit mneh. ft is tin: 
bread th and solidity of the mind to which it is conveyed which 
determines the measure of benefit. I never knew an indivi- 
dual move sti ikio-lv posse-sing the conformation of character 
which applies knowledge to its proper use, than Mr. Maekay. 
Sound judgment does not convey my meaning:. There is an 
elevation of mind above the knowledge itself which wields it 
with habitual propriety. 

" Hewasan accomplished classical scholar, though of course, 
unable in a great measure to keep up Ids acquaintance with 
classical literature for the greater part of his life; yet he was 
much at home in its beauties. With modern literature he 
constantly increased his acquaintance, it w 



gifted with taste which he had carefully cultivated, there was 
a. purity and precision in his perception of the beauty and 
correctness of style, which to a weaker mind might have 
caused a diminution of enjoyment in such pursuits. In him 
there was no such effect. No man carried in his bosom 
mare lore to mankind, or would have more rejoiced to benefit, 
— to elevate others, — to raise tbem to that station of mind 
and character which lie himself possessed. His love of right 
was equal to his clear, keen perception nf it. as his mural feel- 
ing was the most unswerving in straitly pursuing it. 

" This rectitude in principle, and feeling, and act, could not 
but be felt by those approaching him, nor could it fail to win 
their most thorough esteem. His mind was constitutionally 
ardent, and the mens cimacia recti, together with this, never 
more strikingly portrayed. His inflexible integrity was mani- 
fest, leading one to say, when harassed, shocked with the sub- 
terfuges of the world, ' would that all were like him,' No heart 
was ever more expanded, nunc lillcl wiih liberal kindness, 
with the love of doing good to his fellow creatures, of pro- 
moting their happiness; and few, I believe, with the means 
assigned him, will be remembered as a benefactor by so many. 
I know net that he had any study so intense, as how to do 
service, and to confer benefits on others. There was disin- 
terestedness in his benevolence, which was clear as daylight ; 
a purity of intention that could not but appear. His love of 
country was one of his strongest affections. Born a High- 
lander, he was indeed one in heart. The acts and polity 
which depressed their lot as a portion of the Commonwealth 
grieved him to his very soul. His views on this subject were 
enlightened, and not formed on blind prejudices, nor on mere 
sentiment, but ju.'t, liberal, and wise. Another trait deserving 
notice, is the gentleness with which he corrected what he saw 






amiss— ranking the party receiving the counsel, or even the 
rebuke, to feel it really a favour conferred, perceiving clearly 
the motive which dictated it; and it were u heart of stone 
which would not feel [lie kindness with which the deed was 

" His serenity of mind under the bereavement of aiplit was 
most striking, yet (his was bill consistent with the other pro- 
perties, of his mind. It was submitting to an irremediable 
misfortune with tin magnanimity w hi eh lnisihl bare been ei- 
pected from one so constituted— so little selfish — so occupied 
with the good of others — possessing large resources in society, 
in books, in his men till stores. I lis enjoyment of Rood society 
was very keen, and (lure ".is abuul liim a charm that drew 
one to him, and in Ins conversation what made one feel that 
they were conversing with a superior mind ; while I never 
blew the man who more thoroughly shunned ostentation of 
talents or acquirements." But the charm of his character 
was its genuine Chriftiauity : ]>i-ofonnd at once in holy princi- 
ple, and singularly attractive in its graces. 

His views were enlarged, beyond those of most men. There 
was a call u dignity, combined with a beautiful simplicity in 
I lis whole demeanour, and a warmth of heart which we do not 
often meet with in these days of coM secular bustle. In the 
progress of religion every where, he took a deep and lively 
interest. No theme waa more congenial to him in his latter 
years, than ihc character of pious persons, clerical and lay 
with whom his earliest recollections were associated ; he truly 
loved and honoured them. He had a deep perception of 
charanir will) resoeel to piety, and none could draw more 
accurate conclusions. 

Another valued friend and admirer of the deceased says : 
—"Mr. Mackay sat as elder for the presbytery of Dor- 



aoch (of which his native parish Lairg constituted a part) 
for several years, in the General Assembly of our Church; 
and nothing delighted nor surprised me more than to 
see him listening for hours to protracted debates, and 
waiting till midnight and beyond it, that he might record 
his testimony in favour of a righteous cause. He under- 
stood well the laws of the Church; he studied thoroughly 
every subject that came under discussion ; and he valued the 
Church of his fathers as emitted to his most ardent efforts in 
her support. He took a deep interest in her present strug- 
gles ; every effort he could male in her behalf, was cheerfully 
placed at the call of her agents or friends. He held the 
principles of the present contest as bearing directly on her 
well-being as a National Church. He was thoroughly versanl 
ill the history of her former struggles : and he had in him, 
much of the calm, the determined, the lofty spirit of her 
martyrs and confessors. 

" Notwithstanding the disadvantages which he must have 
laboured under in consequence of the loss of sight, Mr. 
Mackay retained to a very late period, Lis habits of ac- 
tivity and cheerful perseverance in whatever he undertook. 
Of this I had a remarkable instance in the year 1833, when 
independently of other circumstances, the growing infirmities 
of advancing age might have caused disinclination to any 
thing that required peculiar exertion. He had occasion in 
the summer of that year, to visit London on private business ; 
and it occurred to himself, that possibly, his visit to the 
metropolis might be made subservient to the advantage of 
the British Colonists in North America, in whose spiritual 
destitution be bad long cherished a deep and affectionate 
interest. At the request of the friends of the mission to Cape 
Breton, I drew up a short memorial on the state of that 
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Island in regard to schools and churches; and this, along 
with a statistical plan of the division of the Island into 
parishes, drawn up by a clergyman there, it was proposed to 
submit to the Colonial Secretary. Mr. Mackay took the 
business in hand. When arrived in London, he sought out 
the Earl of Dalhousie, whose signature to the memorial, as 
Patron of the Colonial Society, it was desirable to obtain. 
His lordship had recently arrived from ahroad, and was 
actually stepping into his carriage to join his family in 
Scotland when Mr. Mackay appeared at his door. With 
much urbanity the Earl listeued to Mr. M.'s statement — 
returned to the bouse and affixed his signature— expressing 
warmly his approbation of the object in view. Mr. M. then 
got the documents printed, and circulated amongst the mem- 
bers of Government, and ethers interested in the American 
colonies. He communicated personally with Mr. Spring 
Rice (now Lord Monteagle), then Secretary o) State for the 
Colonies, having previously had the memorial presented by a 
respectable deputation, and obtained from him a written com- 
munication of some length, testifying his approval of the 
scheme, and his wish to carry it into effect, io far ae ci'rnim- 
slancei would permit. Mr. Rice went out of office soon after, 
and amid the changes of official men in the Colonial depart- 
ment, nothing has as yet been done for that Island by 
government; although private beneficence and zeal have 
done somewhat to mitigate the destitution of its inhabitants. 

"Mr. Mackay's acquaintance with classic authors, and with 
history, ancient and modern, often surprised me. With a 
mind rcmarkaUlv iiulm'. and u memory of yn'al. re ten then ess, 
he frequently introduced into conversation the happiest clas- 
sical allusions and quotations. His knowledge of living 
characters of eminence, was also very extensive; and he had 



a fund of biographical notice and anecdote at command, 
which rendered his conversation very lively and instructive. 
His mind laid up in store the treasures both of history and 
of political science, and he could readily call them forth on 
all occasions in the cheerful conference of life. His views of 
human life, and of human affairs, were enlarged and compre- 
hensive; and he subordinated them all to that habitual sense 
of an overruling Providence which was ever present to his 
mind. He formed a just estimate of human character, from 
that Word of God which was his (-muiM-llm slum guide. He 
ever took delight in cherishing phasing anticipations of the 
future improvement of man, and of the progress of the 
Redeemer's kingdom. But these anticipations he founded, 
not on the speculations of an infidel philosophy; nor on the 
calculations of the economists, but on the promises of the 
Word of God, and the sure testimony of prophetic revelation. 
Gloom was far from his mind ; and the prospects and suc- 
cess of benevolent schemes cheered the evening of bis days.'' 

We do not of course claim fur our departed friend the military 
ardour and .skill which enabled his relative to rescue his coun- 
try from the dmjin of super-tilum and tyranny ; but we trust 
we have vindicated our expectation, that we might trace in 
himself many of those traits, which he delighted to portray in 
his hero ; and may claim as indelibly impressed attributes in 
his character — the Christian faith and principle — the un- 
svvcriinjr imegniy — the hatred of corruption' — the patriotism 
and love of his species, which shone so brightly in the char- 
acter of General Mackay. 

It may be permitted us to illustrate a little further than 
the notices in the appendix already referred to do, the claims 
to the same distinction possessed by each of his brothers. 

Hugh, as his brother often said, was bom a soldier, and 



could not be diverted from desiring lo follow that profession, 
though his father lamented his choice. It was in him a deep- 
rooted passion, founded on an original bias of nature, and 
which never ceased to actuate him. This military ardour 
impelled him to forego the happiness of returning home, 
though fully prepared to do so after a sen ice of Iwenty years 
or more, when the breaking out of the Mahratla war required 
the presence of experienced officers : and lo insist on heading 
hi- troop at the battle of Assaye. though General ffrlldt)" 
urged the greater importance of Ins reserving himself for his 
commissariat duties. 

But the excellences of his nature were not confined to mili- 
tary ardour or prowess. Estimable and endearing qualities 
of no ordinary stamp must have won the regard from his 
brother officers, which singled him out as the <ihc amongst the 
long list of slain on that fatal field, in memory of whom n 
monument was erected on the spot where lie fell ; and equally 
conclusive as to tie esteem in which he was held by the 
discerning commander under whom he served his last cam- 
paign, are tie evidences given in the appendix ; to which we 
would add another, extracted fiom General Wehcsley's cor- 
respondence with the Secretary to government at Bombay — 
premising that such was the accuracy of Captain Mackay's 
commissariat accounts, extensive and complicated as they 
must have been, that they were passed within three months of 
Ins death with a deduction of only -even pagodas, no voucher 
having been found for a particular charge to that amount ! 

General WcHesley's letter is as follows; — -" I have also to 
acknowledge llie receipt from Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman of 
a letter from llie government of Bombay, with various depo- 
sitions of deserted bullock drivers, against Captain Mackay, 
taken by tie Superintendent of Police at Bombay. Unfor- 



: 



tuuately for the service, the gentleman against whom those 
accusations have been made, was killed in the battle of 
Assaye, otherwise I should not be called on now to write his 

" This uffieer was notoriously the most humane and gentle 
towards the natives, of any I have yet seen in this army; in- 
deed this virtue was carried to an excess in his character that 
might almost be termed a fault. At iny particular desire, 
and contrary to his own inclinations, he took charge of that 
part of the Bombay bullock establishment which was to serve 
with the troops wider my command; and as it was by no 
means in order, two thousand out of three thousand bullocks 
being entirely unfit for service, it was necessary to introduce 
some regulations to provide for the food mid care of the 
cattle. This Captain MacLiy did, certainly neither harshly nor 
suddenly, and for hat iuir (luiif. bi> dutj in this instance, they, 
who had deserted their service, have been allowed to libel and 
defame his character, through the medium of the police, and 
by going through the offices of government these libels are 
pliiitil on record. 

"As the officer is killed, bis character cannot be entirely 
cleared from the stigma recorded concerning it, on the au- 
thority of the lowest and vilest men in society; but I can 
safely say. that us far as I can answer for another man, these 
depositions do nul contain one word of the truth excepting 
■hat the deponcnb- deserted from the service." 

We cannot doubt that this defence of the fair character of 
a departed officer, will be ielt to reflect equal honour on the 
vindicator as on the vindicated ; and we would here record a 
circumstance, proving that this hero could, even in the midst 
ni' the iii.'-i lirilliiiiit (riiiiopliN hIu'-ii i he eyes of all Europe 
were turned on him as the liberator and pacificator of its rm- 






lions recollect the merits uf one, whose bravery liad aided his 
first great success in anus, though twelve years of it) 
harassing occupation might have obliterated c 
so long; past. 

Mr. Mackay, 1 l ; u v L n p ij.' previously had occasion to address 
the Duke of Wellington, both personally and by letter, and 
having invariably met with the utmost urbanity, wrote to Lis 
Grace early in June l*lo, i'rum the remote part of (be High- 
lands where be then resided, and believing the British army 
with its Commander to he stil) in Brussels, soliciting a com- 
mission in the army for a nephew : a few days after the des- 
patch of his letter, the news of the battle of Waterloo, and of 
the advance of the conquering General and army to Paris 
reached him. That an application so insignilicaat as his was 
should be attended to in such circumstances, .seemed quite 
out of the question. Very groat was the surprise and admira- 
tion excited hy the arrival of a letter from the Secretary of the 
great general (we think Sir Ulysses dc Burgh, but have not 
the letter before its') aekiiowlcdgiiiL.'. at the general's desire, 
the letter of application, am! promising lo attend to it ; and in 
a very short time the yonlli was ga/elted a- second lieutenant 
ill the Welsh Fusiliers, one of tin; most o'istiiii.'uislied regiments 
in the service. What cxeileineiit w deeds of noble daring do 
such [okeii- ol a commajirlci > i-on-idi-ration and lasting re- 
membrance of an officer's merit, hold out! 

Those who are acquainted with the history of the " Ship- 
wreck of the Juno," narrated by William Mackay, himself a 
sufferer, and with die account of his voyage up the Bed sea 
iu 1801-2, will no less readily yield the same claim to dis- 
tinction to the third brother also. 

Patience and equanimity of temper under protracted severe 
siil'Viiog, with fortitude and perse vcvauce in extricating him- 
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self and his companions, from the difficulties of tlieli 
after their escape from the wreck, were signally manifested on 
that occasion ; as were on the other 1 try eventful voyage, sea- 
manship, pressure of in in J. unlive bencvoleni-c, and a devoted 
regard to Uie interests of his employers, pursued at the sacri- 
fice of his L'»ti interest, and exeev-ive personal fatigue in three 
journeys across the desert from Suez to Grand Cairo, in charge 
of the cargo of his ship— a task which he took on himself Ui 
avert heavy loss from the owner. 

Ho sent his brother a detailed narrative of the voyage, from 
which the account abate mentioned was taken. We insert a 
short letter, giving an epitome which will interest those who 
may not have met with the detailed published account. 

" Grand Cairo, April 28th, 1802. 

" My DEAn Jons,— I must refer you to my former letter of 
August 1801 and March 1802, for my adventures since I left 
Calcutta, 17th March, ISO], It is mortifying to have been 
so unfortunate in making my lirsL passage, but it is some 
consolation to think that I have conducted the vessel in safety, 
and without the loss of a single man, through a very difficult 
navigation, made more so by the extreme incorrectness of the 
charts— in a season of the year in which the passage was 
never attempted before ; and the loss of fourteen ships on the 
expedition in different parts of the Red sea, affords me addi- 
tional reasons for thank fulness to Providence lor guidance and 
protection, without which my skill anil exertions would have 
been inefficient. Sly expectations of pecuniary emolument 
are entirely frustrated, as I was only to receive a proportion of 
the profits, and no profit can arise. 

" I don't know what my friends will think of my becoming 
pedlar, or indeed what is still lower, tutler, but I consider it 
my duty to submit to it rather than to abandon the properly 









of a worthy man, mid in this resolution I am encouraged by 
the approbation of the oldest and most respectable com- 
manders in the fleet." 

Two months later he writes " My two first journeys haek- 
wards and forwards across the desert, I performed without 
danger, or much difficulty, but I was attacked twice by the 
Bedouin Arabs on my last trip, and although they have the 
name of being desperate fellows we beat them off without 
much difficulty or any loss." 

He had the happiness- of sai iug I tie lives if many soldiers- 
and sailors during this voyage. 

Both brothers died, comparatively, in early life, and per- 
haps equally martyrs to an exalted seuse of duty — for 
William's eonMilnlion neves 1 nvm errd the mental and per- 
sonal fatigues of the Red sea voyage ami jiiliseoiient journeys ; 
and lo each, the affeeiimiuli: otoem of friends, erected monu- 
ments commem<irative of their worth— to the one on the 
battle field of Assaye, — to the other, in the burying ground of 
('ali'iitta. A brother's love has coniiiiei unrated both by the 
erection of a cenotaph with suitable inscriptions, in the 
churchyard of their native parish. 

The author's modest statement in his preface, of the cir- 
cumstances by which he was drawn to prepare a Life of 
General Mackay for the public, renders it unnecessary that 
we should dilate on this point. 

His friends could not but regret iho postponement of such 
an effort till the late period of life, three score and twelve 
when he commenced it, fearing that the result might be less 
satisfactory than if (he full vigour of his faculties hud been ap- 
plied ti> it, or that, by over-exertion, those faculties might be 
injured. 

It is for the reader to judge of the realization or disappoint- 






ment of (lie former of these apprehensions,— as to the latter it 
is too true, that a tendency to fulness of blood in the head, 
became habitual soon after the completion of his work, which 
impaired that enjoyment of prolonged life, promised by his 
otherwise sound constitution. 

But he often said — " If I sutler, it is in a good cause ;" 
he would not have left it undone, humble as was his own 
appreciation of his performance of the delightful task, even 
had he foreseen that it would have cost so high a price. He 
hits himself noticcrl tin- scantiness of materials procurable, 
hut he has made no mention of the great troulile and perse- 
verance with which be sought them out — by correspondence 
with the General's relations abroad and at home, in whose 
possession he supposed letters, or even traditionary reminis- 
cences, might be found— of the eagerness with which he ex- 
amined volumes, or the MS. papers from which a fact, or 
elucidation of a fact, could be had— and of the extreme 
care with which he graffed in the information so obtained. 
No one who has not either experienced or witnessed it, can 
appreciate the trial of temper, and patience, and perseverance 
to be submitted to by one who had to seek out information 
from a diversity of sources, through the medium of other 
eyes than his own ; often, not at all certain that the in- 
formation sought for was contained in the volume to be 
searched; and often, those so assisting thoroughly ignorant, 
and therefore little interested in the pursuit — nor that of 
inserting any piece of information snbsi:i|i»mtt1y gained 
respecting a period anterior to that at which he had then 
arrived. But it was with him truly a labour of love, and no 
woidd have been esteemed too great which might 
s execution more worthy of the subject It was, we 
believe after the volume was given to the public, he dis- 






covered that one of tbe general's family had pone into the 
Austrian service, and settled in some part of the Austrian 
dominions, in whose possession, very possibly, family papers 
may have been carried away from Holland, and unfortunately 
no intercourse with, or even knowledge <>f llic residence of 
litis off-shoot was kept up by the Dutch Mackays. So eagerly 
was he bent on procuring all possible materials to render his 
work more complete, that, but for his advanced age, and the 
dilficultv of finding an attendant skilled in the Dutch and 
French langages, he would certainly have gone to Holland, 
to seek them mil. bull] in family repi'Kiinrics and in public 

Many favourable notices of his work in the periodicals of 
the day, and commendatory letters from private friends, en- 
couraged Mi. Miickuy Lo hope, that bis l'nv(>iirii.u object had 
in a great measure been accomplished, viz. to place before 
the public a just view of a very important passage in the his- 
tory of Scotland, and to vindicate the character and couduct 
of his venerated kinsman from the slights ami mistakes with 
which they have been treated by bi-tunans. I(y mm.: of those 
notices was he more warmly granted ili;in by n note from 
Lord Moncrieff, which, though written in haste, and merely 
as a private expression of his sentiment-, his lordship lin~ 
obligingly permitted tbe insertion of here. 

11 IlllHlllmi tbe need existing of such a work, precisely as 
the author himself had conceived of it, and estimates bis 
success in supplying that need, far more highly than his own 
'lirli'li nee bad allowed of his doing. 

" Moray Place, May 3, 1830. 

" My DEAn Sin, — Some little time ago 1 had the gratifica- 
tion of reading your truly admirable ' History of General 
Mackay,' and intended before I went on my circuit to have 



pleased myself by expressing to you how much it liaci de- 
lighted me. 

" I ever had all impression that no justice had been done 
to that intrepid, skilful, and truly good man, by the general 
historians of the age in which he Jived. But you have mada 
the thing clear indeed; audio all the friends of liberty ill the 
State and in the Church— to all die admirers and lovers of 
the Revolution establishment, and still more to all the sons of 
the once persecuted IViliyterian Church of Scotland — it must 
appear that you have rendered a most important service to the 
cause of truth and justice. For myself, though it can add little 
to the laurels which you must be sure to win at the hands of 
all fair men, who love their country, 1 beg leave to give you 
my sincere thanks, both for the pleasure which the perusal of 
your interesting book has afforded me, and for the real benefit 
conferred on society by the firm basis on which you have 

placed thai <x-r\ important |<i-;ii;f' -if the history of Scotland. 

" There is also a deep, though melancholy moral in it. In 
admiring the steadfastness and calm perseverance of such a 
hero, under so many discoaiiigcnii-ul;.. and such unjust returns, 
we learn the mighty power of principles which are their own 
strength, and their own reward; equally unbending to the 
applause and honour which captivate less lofty spirits, and 
unshaken by the deepest consciousness of noble purposes de- 
feated by treachery, and services of inuneasurcahle value, 
rewarded with little more than a cold acquittal. And, you 
also teach us, that even for fame and honour, among our 
countrymen and posterity, there is a tardy day of justice 
which will arrive. 

" I would willingly enter more into so interesting a subject, 
but must turn to less pleasing exercises. 1 only cannot help 
expressing my great unwillingness to lieliei e that King William 
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would, iutrntitmaUy, have done wrong to Maokay. He was 
Ion great and noble-minded in his own nature. He must 
have been misled and deceived; first, as to the magnitude 
and importance of llic war committed In Maekay, and next, 
as to the true circumstances of Lis conduct in it ; and he was 
certainly beset by many difficulties in the posture he bad 
assumed, bind by many c ■inisellnrs who tun mrely taught him 
the virtue of distrust, enough 10 perplex even tbe wisdom with 
whieh he was so largely Rifted, and tu excuse even greater 
errors than any that can be said tu stain 1 ■ is still glorious name. 
" Believe me, iny dear Sir, 

"Vary truly and respectfidly yours, 

"Jamkh W, Monckiepf." 

The subjeel of this brief sketch bad now reached the period 
of life, resju't'iinijivliicbtlie Psalmist says of those who attain to 
it, " Their siren j;lh is but Ijilmur and sorrow." But it was not 
so with him : though glare and ihoughtfid, die tune of bis 
mind was habitually placid, generally cheerful ; remarkably 
devoid id" scllishness, it was far easier for him than for most 
men to follow the Golden Rule, " To do as he would be 
done by." He sought no undue attentions or adi nntages ; he 
delighted in gratifying the wishes, and promoting the well- 
being of others, and entertained no jealous doubts of the 
goodwill of others towards him, nceepling with warm grati- 
tude marks of friendly regard. 

He was blessed with a singularly c.mlidiiig spirit, — with 
the charity "that thmketh no evil;" indeed, those verses, 
1 Cor. xiii. 4,5, were strikingly exemplified in his mental 
character. So ready was he to apprceiaic any exhibition of 
generous or noble leeling, or of inlellcclnal excellence, as to 
be affected with it even to tears. His relish for intellectual 
pursuits too, continued to ibe last, iliotigh, bitterly, (be sacred 



Volume was his chief study, and religion possessed mure cx- 
clu-iicly tin 1 tli'iiiH'lii- and a licet ions ill" his heart. There was 
it weaning Iron] worldly tLiiisrn, and a mellowing of character 
during the lust years of his life, which was often very touch- 
ing and endearing to observe : though occasions of deep sorrow 
occurred, and ill health, with ciinsci|uen! prostration of 
strength, rest rained his eager desire Cur active usefulness, — no 
repining thought was engendered; he bore meekly, with Chris- 
tian submission, the trials winch "He, who iluelh all filings 
well," was pleased to lay upon him, bearing witness to the 
justness uf the apostle's dechiraiinn, that the fruit of the 
spirit if, " I/ive, joy, peace, long-Buffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.'' Truly each of those 
characteristics was exemplified in his life and conversation. 

Those wlifi knew and lni ed him whose character we have 
endeavoured to depict, may cherish as the licsl solace for his 
removal, the delightful emili.'mplntiou of his happy disembo- 
died spirit in a state of pure and unalloyed bliss in heaven; 
all the faculties of his mind, and all the affections of his 
heart, in a state of active exercise ; with the acquisitions here 
made of knowledge, unlorgoitcn ; memory still doing 1 its 
word, awakening gratitude for the way by which a gracious 
Providence had led him, which was his favourite theme here, 
whilst perfected power of discernment will excite more ardent 
praise. We may well draw comfort from the confident hope, 
that the prospcet so tunc hi ugly portrayed by Cowper, for the 
consolation uf an aged and blind friend, was realized by him, 
whose departure lias made many sorrowful. 
"Anna, thiol, wluit lies In-fore thee, 

Think what first thine eyes shall see — 
Christ, the Lord of life and glory, 
Crying, ' Upphatha,' to thee. 
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" Think how blessed thy condition, 

Think what dawn shall close thy night ; 
Faith shall end in brightest vision, 
Christ Himself shall give thee light" 

Eyes which had during fifty years been insensible to the 
light of the sun, opening at once on those glories of which 
it is written, " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard ; neither have 
entered into the heart of man the things which God hath 
prepared for those that love him." — 1 Cor. ii. 9. That he 
loved God and his neighbour, his life evinced. The friendless, 
the widow, the orphan, — and, perhaps, above all, his fellow- 
sufferers, will long miss him. They ever found in him an 
indefatigable friend, and successful in promoting their good 
far beyond what less fervent energy could have accomplished. 

He rests from his labours, and his works do follow him. 
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The first sketch of the following work was drawn up many 
years ago, with the view of its being prefixed to an edition 
of General Mackay's Memoirs, then in course of preparation 
for the press, from a manuscript copy in the Library of 
the Faculty of Advocates. The Editors were three members 
of that learned body, viz., Patrick Fraser Tytler, Adam 
Urquhart, and James Hogg, Esquires, who, as members of 
the Bannatyne and Maitland Clubs, were about to enrich 
their historical collections, by presenting, according to cus- 
tom, each member with a copy of that valuable work. 

General Mackay's Memoirs found their way into the 
Advocate's Library about a century ago ; but they do not 
appear to have attracted much notice, till about the year 
1776, when the first edition of Sir John Dalrymple's Me- 
moirs of Great Britain and Ireland was published. That 
ingenious and imaginative historian frequently refers to 
them, and his example has been followed, with more or less 
care and impartiality, by all who have subsequently written 
concerning that period. It is General Mackay's public 
conduct, however, with which these writers are chiefly 
concerned. Of his family and private history, they appear 
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to have known no more than what they were able to collect 
from the few incidental notices, communicated either by 
himself or by Bishop Burnet, from whom they have copied, 
and transmitted to posterity, at least one material error. 

To supply this want of correct information, the learned 
editors, understanding that I was the General's representa- 
tive in the male line, requested of me to furnish them with 
some particulars of his life, to be prefixed to the proposed 
volume. I accordingly drew up for their use a brief sketch 
of the parentage, life, and character, of my distinguished 
relative, of which the editors inserted an abstract in their 
" Preliminary Notice," considering the whole too long for 
their purpose, but recommended the enlargement and publi- 
cation of the sketch submitted to them, in order to diffuse 
more widely a just impression of the peculiar merits of the 
General. , 

To appear before the public in the character of an au- 
thor, was to me an idea, which, though not altogether new, 
I had not till then seriously contemplated. Though not 
unacquainted with literature, I had never before written a 
line for the press ; and at the age of threescore and twelve it 
seemed too late to begin. To these were to be added the 
still more formidable difficulties arising out of my having 
spent the last forty-three years of my life excluded from the 
light of heaven ; with " wisdom at one entrance quite shut 
out." Keenly alive to the obstacles thus presented to my 
performing the duty of biographer of my venerated kins- 
man, in a manner that should prove worthy of the subject 
and satisfactory to myself, I applied to two eminent literary 
friends in succession, to undertake the office, namely, to the 
late reverend and deeply lamented Dr. M'Crie, so advan- 
tageously .known to the public by his learned historical and 
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tt is, therefore, not a little singular that, of such a man, 
the only written memorials extant should be confined to a 
email quarto manuscript volume, comprehending a history of 
military transactions in Scotland, from the period of his 
arrival at Edinburgh to assume the chief command, in the 
middle of March 1689, to that of his final departure from 
Scotland, at the end of November 1690 ; and the history of 
his Irish campaign of 1691, commencing in May and ending 
in October of the same year, when he returned for the last 
time to Holland. The Memoirs may be divided into the 
three following parts, Jirst, a narrative of military trans- 
actions during his command in Scotland, to which are added 
fragments containing additional facts, and observations on 
the foregoing ; second, a narrative of the Irish campaign of 
1691, in which he served under the Baron de Ghinkel; the 
third consists of letters to the King and the Earl of Port- 
land, from 14th January to 4 th November, 1690. Both the 
second and third parts are in French, evidently drawn up 
with greater care and attention to style, the second es- 
pecially, as being probably more intended for the public eye. 
Of these I should have inserted extracts, as specimens of the 
General's manner, had I not been dissuaded by a military 
friend, better acquainted with the French language, on 
account of their numerous inaccuracies, which appear to 
have proceeded from the transcriber's imperfect knowledge 
of the language. The first part is in the third person, after 
the manner of Caesar's Commentaries, and is written in a 
homely and rather antiquated style, such, however, as was in 
general use among the educated classes of that age in Scot- 
land. The sentences are long, involved, and often obscure, 
from their length and the little attention paid to punctu- 
ation ; and all of these faults have been multiplied and aggra- 
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vated by the negligence or ignorance of those through whose 
hands they appear to have passed.* The whole was written, 
or transcribed, at Bommel, in Guelderland, where the 
General resided with his family; the first part written 
during the winter of 1690 — 91, the second during that of 
1691 — 92, and the third at the dates which the letters re* 
spectively bear. 

The reader is requested to take notice, that what has 
been usually termed " General Mackay's Memoirs," is 
limited to the small quarto volume already mentioned, and 
that it is now swelled to a larger, by the addition of the 
selections from his English letters in the edition presented to 
the clubs. These bear evident marks of having been, origi- 
nally written in haste, on the spur of the moment ; such of 
them as are addressed to the privy council frequently con- 
cluding with a request that their lordships would be pleased 
to order copies to be taken, and forwarded to court, as he 
had no time to get them transcribed. 

The Scottish campaign, though in it General Mackay 
was commander-in-chief, while only fourth in command of 
the Irish, was, of the two, by much the more irksome and 
trying to his patience. In the former, it is true, he had the 
sole responsibility, but he was harrassed, sometimes by in- 
judicious interferences with his peculiar department, some- 
times by a factious opposition to his measures on the part of 
his colleagues in the council, and what was still more mor- 
tifying, he did not receive that support from his sovereign 
which his character deserved and the interest of the service 

* These faults, when glaring, I have taken the liberty of correcting, I 
trust without injury to the character of the composition, by modernizing 
to a certain degree the orthography, shortening the sentences, and amend- 
ing the punctuation. 
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biographical researches, and to Thomas Thompson, Esq., 
whose acknowledged learning and taste, as well as the 
facilities afforded him by his official situation as deputy- 
keeper of the records, pointed him out as peculiarly fitted 
for such an undertaking. Both these gentlemen admitted 
the strong claims of the subject, but declined engaging in it, 
on account of the multiplicity of their other avocations. 
They were pleased, however, to approve of the sketch put 
into their hands, and advised me to proceed with it myself, 
kindly promising me every assistance in their power. 

Disappointed, on the one hand, in my endeavours to en- 
gage a more practised pen, and thus encouraged, on the other, 
by two such high authorities, to undertake the work myself, 
I recommenced it, but made slow progress, owing to the 
necessity I was under of employing the eyes of other men, 
and to impediments proceeding from ill health and other 
unavoidable causes. An edition in quarto was published in 
the year 1836, and met with a favourable reception from the 
public. Encouraged by that reception to believe that a 
cheaper edition, of a more convenient size, would be accepta- 
ble to a new and more numerous class of readers, I cherished 
the hope that, notwithstanding the advances of age and the 
" total eclipse" with which it had pleased Providence to 
afflict me, I might still have the gratification of revising 
the work for a new edition on this popular plan, and thus 
extending immeasureably the circle in which the character 
and merits of this distinguished soldier and christian hero 
should be known and appreciated. 

But increasing infirmities forbade the attempt ; and having 
mentioned my wish to my friend and relative, Charles 
Mackay, Esq., author of "The Hope of the World," 
" Longbeard," and other works, he, perceiving the insuper- 

a 3 
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able obstacles to my engaging in the task, frankly and 
kindly undertook to carry through this object so dear to 
me : and in thus becoming eyes and a staff to his blind and 
aged relative, will, I trust, add another laurel to those his 
genius and talents have already won. 

For the General's public history during the two short 
periods of his service in Scotland and 1 Ireland, he has himself 
left ample materials in his Memoirs, and official correspond- 
ence, French and English, from which a limited selection 
will be found in the Appendix to the following work, ex- 
tracted from a larger, in that presented to the Bannatyne 
and Maitland Clubs. With respect, however, to what con- 
stitutes the great charm of Biography, the interior of the 
man, his social and domestic habits, there is not a single 
letter, or even line, bearing on these points, to be found in 
the repositories of Lord Reay, descended from the General's 
eldest sister, of the Hon. Mrs. Fullarton, descended from his 
eldest daughter, or of his relatives, the Hon. Cornelius, and 
John Louis Mackay, both Barons of the kingdom of tlje 
Netherlands, with all of whom I have been in communica- 
tion on the subject. This is the more to be lamented, as it 
makes it impossible to give, in the present sketch, that pro- 
minence to the General's religious character, which formed 
so essential a part of the man, and will disappoint the pious 
reader of a view of the Christian experience and the devout 
-meditations and reflections of this eminent Christian soldier. 

General Mackay was a man of high station as well as 
character, who had stood before kings and princes, assisted 
at their deliberations in council, and commanded their 
armies in the field, so that, even at the present day, the cir- 
cumstances of his life and death from a part of the history 
of Europe. 
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required. In Ireland he had no such annoyances to endure. 
A large army was there assembled, regularly organized and 
well disciplined, under general officers of great experience 
and knowledge of their profession. The commander-in- 
chief, the Baron de Ghinkel, though his military talents 
were not of the first order, yet possessed such urbanity 
of manners, that the service went on smoothly under him ; 
and though differences occasionally took place among the 
general officers at their councils of war, in which Mackay 
sometimes stood alone, that circumstance never interrupted 
the harmony of their meetings. Responsibility was so di- 
vided, that only a small part fell to his share; and the 
specific duties assigned to him he performed in a manner so 
masterly, that to him, more than to any other individual, 
was by general consent ascribed the successful issue of 
the war. Of the general officers present, four-fifths were 
foreigners, and these, on returning to their respective 
countries, spread throughout all Europe the fame of General 
Mackay' s exploits in the Irish campaign. To this circum- 
stance, together with another co-incident in point of time, 
that of Marlborough's falling into disgrace with King 
William, in consequence of his alleged clandestine corres- 
pondence with the court of St. Germains, was probably 
owing the distinguished honour conferred on Mackay, of 
commanding the British division of the grand allied army in 
the following campaign. 

The circumstances stated in the preceding pages will, 
I trust, plead my excuse for thus obtruding myself on 
the public notice. It cannot be expected that, in the present 
turmoil of public affairs, it will excite much public attention. 
I feel, nevertheless, a secret satisfaction in the consciousness 
of having collected, as it were, into a focus, from various 
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quarters, scattered rays of information, relating to the life, 
death, and character of General Mackay, whom I have ever 
held in the highest veneration, and the contemplation of 
whose .character, I conceive, may be beneficial to private 
christians, as well as to men of the profession of arms. In 
particular, I indulge the hope that it may refute the erro- 
neous notion of Bishop Burnet, respecting the supposed 
tendency of piety to unfit men for military command ; and 
prove useful to young soldiers and sailors, by shewing them 
that ardent piety, so far from being incompatible with the 
character of a hero, gives it a brighter lustre; and by 
proving to them that no man is so fit for any daring enter- 
prise — a forlorn hope, mounting a breach, or storming a 
battery, for instance — as he who, to the military requisites, 
adds habitual piety towards God, a firm reliance on His 
Providence, and, in regard to himself, a well grounded 
assurance that, let death come when it may, it will be to him 
an immediate entrance to a happier and more glorious state 

of existence. 

John Mackay. 

Edinburgh, Stafford Street, 
April 2d, 1841. 
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LIEUT.- GEN. HUGH MACKAY 



OF SCOURY, Etc. 



Lieutenant-General Hugh Mackay of Scoury 
was descended from Mackay of Strathnaver, chief of the clan 
Mackay, in the county of Sutherland. From what country 
the Mackays originally migrated, and at what precise period 
they settled on the west and north-west coasts of Suther- 
land, are questions on which we need not enlarge : it may be 
sufficient to state that, at the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, they had attained to such a degree of power and 
importance, that Donald Mackay of Strathnaver is men- 
tioned among the chiefs who, at the head of their respec- 
tive clans, fought under the banners of Robert Bruce, at 
Bannockburn, a. d. 1314. Angus Mackay of Strathnaver 
(sometimes denominated Angus Dow, or Dhu, from his dark 
complexion), supposed to have been the great-grandson of 
Donald, is the same who is described by the continuator 
of Fordun as the leader of four thousand Strathnavermen. 
He fought a bloody battle near Dingwall, with Donald Lord 
of the Isles, a. d. 1411, and soon after married Elizabeth of 

B 
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the Isles, eldest sister of Donald, and daughter of John 
Lord of the Isles, by Margaret, daughter of King Robert II.* 
The fifth in descent from Angus was Hugh, or lye Dow 
Mackay of Strathnaver, who succeeded his father, Donald, 
a. d. 1550, and, after surmounting such a series of difficulties 
as would have paralyzed the efforts of ordinary men, died, in 
1572, in quiet possession of his family estate. 

He was- twice married, first to his cousin Eupheme, 
daughter of Hugh Macleod, laird of Assynt in Sutherland,f 
and by her ha4 Donald of Scoury. His second wife was 
a daughter of Sinclair, laird of Dun in Caithness, by whom 
he had two sons, Hugh of Strathnaver, father of the first 
Lord Reay, and William of Bighouse, from whom are 
descended the present Bighouse family. Hugh, though 
the younger brother, was preferred to Donald in the divi- 
sion of the paternal property, for reasons which the curious 
reader will find detailed in Robert Mackay's " History of 
the Clan Mackay." Donald, the first of Scoury, married 
a daughter of Munro of Assynt in Ross-shire, brother of 

* By some genealogists, a different husband is assigned to this lady ; 
but that the above-mentioned Angus Dow Mackay was her real husband, 
is proved by a charter, dated 8th October, 1415, and registered among the 
Acta Domkiorum Concilii, 15th February, 1506, book 18, part ii. foL 200. 
This charter is from Donald Lord of the Isles, and grants the lands of 
Strathalyadil (or Haladale, afterwards Bighouse) to his brother-in-law, 
Angus Mackay of Strathnaver, and his son Neil, by his (Donald's) sister 
Elizabeth, and to their heirs ; in whose possession these lands have con- 
tinued from that period down to 1830, when they were sold by Mrs. 
Louisa Mackay and her son Major Colin Campbell Mackay of Bighouse, 
to the late Marquis of Stafford, afterwards created Duke of Sutherland. 

+ The Macleods of Assynt branched off from the Macleods of Lewis, 
and were represented by the late Donald Macleod of '(jlames, the vener- 
able sheriff-depute of Ross and Cromarty, whose greatgrandfather was 
the last proprietor of the Assynt estate of the name of Macleod. 
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Sir*Hector Munro, the first baronet of Foulis,* and by her 
had three sons, Hugh, Donald, and William. First, Hugh 
Mackay carried on the line of the family; second, Donald 
of Borley,f so designed from having the lands of Borley 
in wadset; and third, William, a lieutenant-colonel in the 
service of Gustavus Adolphus, who was killed at Lutzen, 
1632, at the same time with that renowned Protestant hero. 

Hugh of Scoury, Donald's eldest son, was, in 1643, 
appointed by parliament a commissioner for raising sup- 
plies, and, in 1648, a member of the commjjtee of war for 
the sheriffdom of Sutherland. In 1649, being with the 
royal army at Balveny castle, he was surprised and taken 
prisoner, together with his son-in-law, John Lord Reay; 
but, owing to some unexplained cause, was permitted to 
return home peaceably, with the Strathnavermen, while his 
lordship was sent, in custody, to Edinburgh castle. By the 
act of 1650, for calling out all fencible men between the ages 
of sixteen and sixty, he was appointed a colonel of foot, 
which rank Charles II. confirmed to him at the Restoration. 
In 1661, he was reappointed a commissioner for raising 

* The Munroes of Foulis are a family of high antiquity and great 
. respectability in the county of Ross, Sir Hugh Munro, Bart., the present 
proprietor, being the twenty-eighth individual of the family who has 
possessed the estate. It has produced many eminent men, not a few of 
whom fell in the field, in the cause of the Protestant religion and liberty 
during the last two centuries. 

+ Donald of Scoury having been born about 1555, and his son Donald 
of Borley twenty-five or thirty years later, it is somewhat remarkable, that 
the author is no more than fifth in descent from the former, and fourth 
from the latter, whose son, Captain William Mackay of Borley, was the 
author's great-grandfather. See Appendix, No. II. This is a degree of 
longevity far exceeding the usual calculation of thirty or thirty-three years 
to a generation. 
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supplies ; and died in 1662, universally lamented as a man 
of great probity and worth. He married Ann, daughter of 
John Corbet of Arkboll, or Arboll, in the county of Ross, 
and had issue, four sons and several daughters; of whom 
Barbara, the eldest, married her cousin,- John second Lord 
Reay : and from this marriage all the subsequent lords 
of Reay have descended. William and Hector, the elder 
sons, were waylaid and murdered in Caithness, at the 
instigation, it was supposed, of persons of distinction in 
that county; against whom criminal letters were in con- 
sequence issued; yet so wretched was the administration 
of justice, and so impotent the arm of the law, that, 
though all the preliminary forms were gone through, the 
criminals were never brought to trial. The third son was 
Hugh, on whose life we are now to enter, usually known 
among his countrymen by the appellation of Sheneral More 
Mackuye, i . e. the Great General Mackay, to distinguish him 
from his grandson and other general officers of "the same 
name. The fourth son, James, was lieutenant-colonel of 
his brother's regiment in the Scottish Dutch Brigade, and 
was killed at Killiecrankie, as will be seen hereafter. Of 
Hugh's early history it is to be regretted that little more 
is known than that he was born about the year 1640, at 
Scoury, a romantic and beautiful spot, in the parish of 
Eddrachillis, on the west coast of Sutherland, the property 
of his father and grandfather, and from which the former 
took his designation. 

Our countrymen, the Scots, had, from the earliest ages, 
been distinguished as a warlike nation, and never, perhaps, 
was the passion for arms more prevalent than at the period 
of which we are now treating. Towards the conclusion 
of the sixteenth century, they furnished essential aid to 






the infant Dutch republic, then struggling for its religion 
and liberties. In the early part of the seventeenth century, 
they sent powerful succours to Gustavus Adolphus, and 
the Protestant princes of Germany, who were engaged in 
the same glorious cause. Of these succours a considerable 
portion consisted of Mark ays and Munroes, and their fol- 
lowers, under the command of Donald first Lord Reay 
and the Laird of Foulis. The Mackays of Scoury being 
connected by hlood with both these chiefs, several indi- 
viduals of the family held commissions in one or other of 
the two regiments. Such of them as lived to return, 
delighted to recount their exploits under the Lion of the 
North, as Gustavus was termed, and thus diffused more 
widely a martial spirit among their countrymen. Young 
Hugh of Scoury was, from his childhood, in the habit of 
daily healing those narratives, and they kindled in his 
mind a military ilame, which was extinguished only with 
his last breath. 

Very early in life he wished to enter into the army, 
but it was not till 1 6 Go, when he had attained the age of 
manhood, that he had it in his power to gratify his favourite 
passion : having, at the Restoration, been appointed an 
ensign in Douglas's or Dumbarton's, now the Royal regi- 
ment, or First Foot of the British line.* The regiment 

• This ia perhaps the oldest, and certuinl; one o!' ihe most cele- 
brated regiment* in Europe. Il mi formed from Urn Boot) Gunrils, 

<-]ii].l'.yi:'.l ]]>"ii: r ] i . -. 11 tlir'jL LLTiliirk 1 * in (lie sui'vlce of Frailly, in 
which tlury ;:..-. |iji rn. I £n.:.i[ n:i i ■ i w r i .nul i.uili'.r^l'.iili- 1 .1 : --t.i 1 1<-1 ti ins. on 
lei-oiim of rhoir vuluiir and udclily. In ]f>:i;[ they were sent buck lo 
Sintlund by Louis XIII., in order to be present ul the coronation of 
Charles I., mid Hrm-inni, -kin- *»f f .. .-.il^ : junl Iiojh t.Iint period luej 
have formed part of [lit military i-.iLilili-liinent of their native sove- 
reigns, under the title of Scuta Royalu, or Hoys! Scots, or 1st Foot of 
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was, soon after, lent by Charles II. to the French king, 
in virtue of a treaty of alliance between the two sove- 
reigns ; and young Mackay accompanied it to France. In 
1664, it would appear that he came over to England, and 
was presented at court, when he received from his majesty 
a patent, as it is called, of open letter of introduction, dated 
at Whitehall, 26th August of that year. It was written in 
Latin, and addressed "Ad omnes populos" recommending 
the bearer, Lieutenant Hugh Mackay, to the favour of all 
into whose hands these presents might come. With this 
document in his possession, he returned to- France, and 
by means of it obtained an easy introduction to those great 
masters in the art of war, the Prince of Conde' and the 
Viscount of Turenne, under one or other of whom he 
continued to serve and study his profession for some 
years. Among his brother subalterns at this time was 
young Churchill, afterwards the great Duke of Marl- 
borough, with whom, he kept up a friendly correspondence 
to the day of his death. 

In 1669, Mackay was employed in the service of the 
Venetian republic, on the following occasion. The Vene- 
tians, as is well known, after having enjoyed quiet possession 
of the Island of Candia for five centuries and a half, were, 

the British line. On the breaking out of the civil wars in 1641, they 
preserved their loyalty, and adhered to King Charles; and in 1645, 
when his fortunes underwent a reverse, they returned to France, and 
continued to serve in that country, with little interruption, till 1678, 
when they finally re-entered the British service. Lord George Douglas, 
fourth son of the first Marquis of Douglas, was appointed colonel in 
1645, and was removed by King William in 1690. He was created 
Earl of Dumbarton in 1675, followed King James to France, and died 
in 1692. — See "Major Weatherall's Historical Account of the Royal 
Regiment," printed by order of His Grace the Duke of Gordon, and 
presented by him, as their colonel, to the regiment 



LIEUT-GENERAL HUGH MACKAY. 7 

a.d. 1645, suddenly attacked by the Turks, in the midst 
of profound peace, and, after a long and sanguinary con- 
test, were finally expelled from the island. Louis XIV. 
afterwards sent a powerful armament to their assistance, 
under the command of the Duke of Beaufort, admiral of 
France. Several young men, the flower of the French 
nobility, volunteered their services on the expedition, and 
were accompanied by a corps of one hundred reduced 
officers, all eager to gain military experience, and share the 
glory of humbling the Ottoman power. They arrived at 
Candia, the capital of the island, on the 19th June, and, 
on the 25th, made a desperate sally against the besiegers, 
but were repulsed with loss, the admiral, their leader, being 
slain. One of the reduced officers was Mackay, who so 
greatly distinguished himself in this and other bloody 
engagements, during the two months the French remained 
upon the island, that he received a medal from the republic, 
as a slight acknowledgment of his services.* The death 
of his father, as already mentioned, followed, in 1668, by 
that of his two elder brothers, opened to our young soldier 
the succession to the family estate, which, however, he was 
not destined to revisit after it became his own property. 
In 1672, we find him a captain in Dumbarton's regiment, 
which was still in the service of France, and employed 
in the unprincipled expedition of Louis against the United 
Provinces. ' 

The horrors of this short but desolating campaign, of 
which Mackay was a reluctant spectator, if not an actor, 

* The medal is mentioned by Sir James Dalrymple, a contempo- 
rary writer. Second edition of "Camden's Description of Scotland," 
page 199. In 1792, it was in the. possession of Mrs. Prevost, great- 
grand-daughter of General Mackay. 
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made such a deep impression on his mind, as led him to 
entertain serious thoughts of quitting the service of both 
sovereigns, and returning to his native country. While 
deliberating on this measure, Providence so ordered events 
as to remove from his mind all doubts with respect to the 
course he ought to follow. His regiment, forming part 
of that division of the army which, under the orders of 
Turenne, took the town of Bommel, in Guelderland, it was 
his lot to be billeted on the house of a respectable widow 
lady, whose husband, the Chevalier Arnold de Bie, had been 
burgomaster of the town. Here the grave and serious de- 
portment of Captain Mackay, so different from that of most 
of lue brother officers, whether French or English, attracted 
the notice of Madame de Hie and her family, and gained 
their esteem. She had several daughters, of whom the three 
youngest, being unmarried, were sent, on the first rumour 
of the invasion, to Dort, as a place of safety, and out of the 
way of the French cavaliers. Louis having, however, issued 
a proclamation, ordering all who had fled from their habita- 
tions to return forthwith, under severe penalties, Madame 
de Bie recalled her daughters from Dort, as her family 
now enjoyed the protection of a respectable Scottish officer, 
their inmate. Mackay had by this time become so domesti- 
cated in the family, as to participate in ail their recreations ; 
with Madame de Bie, he played her favourite game of chess, 
and read with her daughters. Under such circumstances, it 
was not likely that the young ladies and their protector 
could long remain indifferent to each other; and, in fact, 
Clara, the eldest unmarried daughter, soon made an impres- 
sion on his heart. After some further acquaintance, he 
made his proposals in form. Madame de Bie, unwilling 
to give her daughter to a man who served the enemy of her 
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country, at first opposed his addresses, but yielded when she 
found he was inclined to resign his present service and 
enter that of the republic. Such a change, from the one 
service to the other, was at this time unusual, and attended 
with difficulties; but these being at length overcome, 
Mackay was transferred, with his rank of captain, from 
Dumbarton's regiment to the Scottish Brigade, in the 
service of the States General. The only obstacle in the way 
of his marriage being thus happily removed, he was speedily 
united to Clara de Bie, the object of his affection, whose 
country he appears, from this date, to have adopted as 
his own. 

Thirteen years had now elapsed since he entered the 
army, and during this time various causes had been in 
progressive though silent operation to weaken the ties that 
bound him to his native country. Among these may be 
enumerated the tyrannical government of Charles II. 
in Scotland, which, year after year, drove many of his 
best subjects from the southern and western counties, 
into exile in Holland; and the lawless state of the High- 
lands, in which bloody family feuds, and even private wars 
among the clans, were not yet extinguished; and, above 
all, the atrocious murder of his two elder brothers, still 
unavenged by public justice. These things gave Mackay 
a gradual distaste for his native country, while, on the other 
hand, his gracious reception by the Prince Stadtholder, and 
the kindness with which he had, though a stranger, been 
admitted into the bosom of the pious family of De Bie, 
strongly inclined him to fix his residence among them. He 
had the advantage of an early religious education, under the 
eye of an excellent father; and the good seed thus sown, 
though checked, perhaps, in its growth, by the pernicious 
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example of his associates, in the service of two of the most 
licentious sovereigns in Europe, yet, when transplanted 
into the more genial soil of Holland, sprung up and brought 
forth fruit an hundred-fold, as will appear in the sequel. It 
is not improbable that about this time, or soon after, a 
thought first occurred to Mackay's mind, which was acted 
on, thirty years afterwards, by his son, who sold his paternal 
estate to his brother-in-law, George third Lord Reay, thus 
reuniting the two family estates, and investing the proceeds 
of the sale in an estate of equal value in Holland. Mackay 
may have been the more inclined to this measure, as his 
sister, Lady Reay, who had been married but a few years, 
had already presented her lord with three boys of great 
promise, — concerning whom hereafter. 

Having thus endeavoured to sketch the outline of 
General Mackay's life, from his earliest days to the period of 
his marriage and his entering into the service of the States 
General, it may not be improper to suspend his personal 
narrative, while we endeavour to trace the origin of the 
Scottish Brigade, with which his future name and character 
are so intimately connected. • 

. The glorious stand, in defence of religion and liberty, 
made by the United Provinces against the tyrannical go- 
vernment of Philip II. of Spain, excited admiration and 
sympathy throughout all Europe; and nowhere more 
intensely than in England and Scotland. The more abun- 
dant resources of the former kingdom, administered by the 
skilful hand of Elizabeth, enabled her to send the insurgents 
immediate supplies of men and money. The latter, with an 
empty treasury and a distracted government, could give no 
pecuniary aid, but permitted, nay, encouraged, her subjects 
to assist with their personal services. Balfour of Burley, 
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Halket of Pitfirran, Preston of Gorton, Scott of Buccleugh, 

and other public-spirited individuals, raised men at their 

own expense, and proceeded at their head to the scene of 

action in the Low Countries. The troops thus levied were 

at first formed into independent companies, and these into 

regiments, which, in process of time, were incorporated 

into a brigade, consisting of three regiments. Such was the 

origin of the Scottish Dutch Brigade. They had, from 

their very first appearance on the continent, distinguished 

themselves by their native valour; and when to this was 

added the discipline which they learned from the great 

captains opposed to them, as well as from those under whom 

they served — they soon became a match for the finest troops 

of Spain, and were enabled to baffle the best concerted 

schemes of the Prince of Parma and Don John of Austria. 

In the famous battle of Reminant, near Mechlin, in 1578, 

where those two great commanders were defeated by the 

army of the States, the success of the day is ascribed by 

De Thou* chiefly to the Scots and English, who, from the 

. Heat of the weather and their ardour in the combat, stripped 

off their doublets and ajmour, fighting in their shirts and 

under clothes. The leader of the English was Sir John 

Norris, and of the Scots Sir Robert Stewart, f The three 

first and most illustrious princes of the House of Orange, 

viz. William, the founder of the republic, and his two 

distinguished sons, Maurice and Frederick Henry, fully 

acknowledged the value of the services of the Scots, and 

denominated them the bulwark of the republic. The 

* De Thou, book xvi. cap. 12. Bulkley's edition, vol. iii. page 606. 

+ There is an allusion to the same spirited conduct on the part of the 
Scots and English at Reinant in the "Discourse on War," by Lord 
Bacon, who also ascribes to it the victory of the day. 
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( State8, too, grateful for the aid which they had received, sent 
an embassy, in 1595, to congratulate King James on the 
birth of his eldest son, with a present of two massive golden 
cups, and an obligation to pay the young prince four thou- 
sand florins yearly, until he should arrive at the -age of 
majority. . They also instructed their ambassadors to solicit 
a further supply of men, which was granted, notwith- 
standing the conscientious scruples at first entertained 
by the king, against countenancing rebellious subjects. 
The Scots, therefore, as well as the English, may be said to 
have rocked the cradle of the infant Dutch republic, and to 
have supported its first faltering 'steps towards indepen- 
dence. In this manner commenced a connection between 
Scotland and the Dutch republic, which, with the exception 
of about thirty years, from the usurpation of Cromwell 
to the death of Charles II., had lasted above two hun- 
dred years when, in 1781, it was terminated by com- 
mercial and political jealousies between the two countries. 
The recognition of the independence of the Dutch republic 
by the other powers of Europe, at the peace of Westphalia, 
in 1648, held out to that state, humanly speaking, a pros- 
pect of long repose, which, however, was not realized. In 
1650, the second Prince of Orange, of the name of William, 
died, leaving an infant son, afterwards the illustrious King 
William III., an event which proved the signal for civil 
commotions in the state. The ruling party taking advantage 
of the young prince's minority, abolished the office of Stadt- 
holder, and, by withdrawing public attention from military 
to maritime affairs, brought on a ruinous naval war with 
England. The army thenceforth was neglected, and the 
discipline of the Scottish Brigade in particular gradually 
relaxed. Hitherto the brigade had been recruited, both with 
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officers and men, exclusively from Scotland ; but the 
troubles of that country, and the wars between England 
and the republic, cut off that source of supply. The 
oldest officers were gradually removed by death; others 
resigned in disgust; and the vacancies thus occasioned 
were filled up by adventurers of the lowest description from ' 
all parts . of the world, while private soldiers were enlisted 
from the refuse of the other European military establish- 
ments.* 

Such was the deteriorated state of the Scottish Brigade, 
when, in 1673, Mackay was transferred to it, and began 
those reforms, by means of which he was afterwards en- 
abled to restore its discipline, and recover its character 
among the nations of Europe. 

The first service in which he was engaged under his 
new master was in the year 1674, in the bloody battle 
of Seneff and the siege of Grave, where the Prince of 
Orange was opposed by those celebrated commanders, the 
Duke of Luxembourg and the Prince of Conde, under 
whom Mackay had formerly served. On both these oc- 
casions he so distinguished himself, though in no higher 
rank than that of captain, as to attract the notice of his 
superiors, and lay the foundation of that esteem which 
he gradually acquired with the Stadtholder. The parlia- 
ment of England having obliged the king to reduce his . 
forces, the officers and men of ten of the companies thus 
disbanded tendered their services to the Prince of Orange, 
which he gladly accepted, forming the men into a separate 
corps, under the temporary command of Mackay, as major 
commandant. About this time, the lieutenant-colonelcy 

* See " Strictures on Military Discipline, including an Account of the 
Scottish Brigade." London, 1774. 

C 
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of one of the regiments forming die Scottish Brigade 
falling vacant, two candidates started for the appoint- 
ment, both excellent officers, bnt men of characters widely 
different. These were Graham of Claverhouse, then an 
officer in the prince's service, afterwards notorious for 
his unrelenting cruelties to the covenanters in the west of 
Scotland, and Mackay, characterized by Bishop Burnet 
as the most pious military man he ever knew. The prince 
preferred Mackay, which gave such mortal offence to his 
rival, that he instantly quitted the service and returned 
to Scotland, filled with resentment against the authors of 
his disappointment. In 1680, Mackay was promoted to 
the rank of colonel of his regiment, and, not long after, 
appointed commandant of the whole brigade, which was by 
this time esteemed one of the best disciplined in Europe.* 
On the occasion of Monmouth's invasion, in 1685, King 
James called over the brigade to his assistance, and was so 
pleased with their prompt obedience and soldierly appear- 
ance, that he promoted Mackay to the rank of major- 
general in his service. As matters turned out, they were 
not required to draw the sword ; . but it cannot be doubted 
that the presence of a body of men so highly disciplined, 
and 60 efficient, greatly contributed to the speedy sup- 
pression of the rebellion. As a further mark of his royal 

* From this period of its renovation under Mackay's command, the 
brigade preserved its high military character till about the middle of the 
last century, when it began to decline ; and during these seventy years, 
some of the most distinguished officers in the British service commenced 
their military career in it Among these may be mentioned the Earl of 
Portmore and his brother field-marshal, Collyer; Colonel Cunningham 
of Enterkin, the Hon. General James Murray (brother of Lord Ellibank), 
Sir Robert Murray Keith, General Simon Fraser (killed at Saratoga), and 
Sir William Stirling of Ardoch. 



[".-GENERAL HUGH MACKAY. 

approbation, the king was pleased to appoint Major- Genera! 
Maekay a privy counsellor in Scotland ; in consequence of 
which, he proceeded to Edinburgh, where he took the 
oaths and hia seat at the council-board. He returned to 
London immediately, his public duties not allowing him to 
visit his estate and his relatives in the north. The king, 
having reviewed the brigade on Hounslow Heath, in 1696, 
dismissed them with letters to the Prince of Orange, ex- 
pressive of his ackowledgments for the seasonable aid they 
had afforded him; after which, they returned to Holland. 
In I6B7, King James, alarmed by the reports of the warlike 
preparations on the Dutch coast, and the surmises of a 
projected invasion of England, again sent to demand the 
return of his subjects in the service of Holland. The 
demand came too late, for, by his infatuated conduct, he 
had forfeited the affections of his subjects abroad, as well 
as at home; and, by his persevering devotion to the French 
court, he had excited the apprehensions of the Prince of 
Orange, and the States General, for their own religion 
and liberties. Under various pretexts, the States at first 
evaded, and at length, in the following year, 163B, pe- 
remptorily refused permission to the private soldiers, but 
left the officers at liberty to do as they pleased. In the 
Scottish Brigade, and the three English regiments in the 
Dutch service, there were two hundred and forty officers, of 
whom only sixty, and these chiefly catholics, adhered to 
King James.* All the rest declared their resolution to 



* Sik " Li!'.!, nf Major *tmttt," p. 51. Rap 
officers declared fur Kiug James. The df 
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follow the standard of the Prince of Orange, and aid in the 
deliverance of their country from the yoke of popery and 
arbitrary power. The expedition against England consisted 
of fifteen thousand men, formed into three divisions, and 
was commanded by William in person. The divisions were 
distinguished from each other by the colour of their flags; 
the English and Scotch, commanded by General Mackay, 
had a red; the Prince's guards and Brandenburghers, under 
Count Solms, had a white; and the Dutch and the French 
protestant refugees, commanded by Field-Marshal the Duke 
of Schomberg, had a blue banner. After putting to sea, 
the fleet was dispersed, and driven back by a furious storm 
from the soutfi-west; but, being speedily refitted, and the 
wind coming suddenly round fc) the east, they sailed again, 
and passed through the channel without opposition; the 
same easterly wind which thus proved so propitious to the 
Prince of Orange, having locked up the English fleet within 
their own ports. On this pccasion, the overruling provi- 
dence of God was signally manifested in favour of the 
expedition ; for, if the wind had not shifted at the critical 
moment, and the expedition had in consequence failed, 
the religion and liberties of the British kingdoms might 
have been buried in the same common grave. The events 
which followed the landing of the expedition, viz., the 
abdication of King James, and the transference of the crown 
to William and Mary, are too well known to require repe- 
tition in this brief memoir. 

William's measures, with regard to England, having 
been followed with success, he next turned his attention 

other five were Lord Melville, the Earl of Leven, Lieutenant-General 
Douglas, Sir John Dalrymple, and Bishop Burnet See " Dalrymple's 
Memoirs," vol. ii., p. 104, App. 



towards Scotland, where he had reason to apprehend a 
more formidable opposition. The experience he had had of 
Mackay's great military talents and conscientious discharge 
of the duties of whatever office he undertook, induced him 
to select him for the important station of commander- 
in-chief of the forces to be employed in Scotland ; and 
never, perhaps, did any general enter on a more uninviting 
command. The prospect before him was that of civil war, 
the evils of which he had too often witnessed on the conti- 
nent, not to deplore the possibility of their occurrence in his 
native land. The majority of the Scots were presbyterian 
protestants ; but a considerable proportion of the aristocracy, 
and even of the middling and lower classes not a few, were 
still bigoted Roman catholics, and consequently attached to 
the cause of the exiled monarch. 

These, however, were not the only enemies with whom 
it was probable the new government would have to con- 
tend; such protestants, even, as held tory principles of 
government, or were attached to the episcopal forms of 
worship, being little less adverse than Roman catholics to 
the intended change. 

During the last two reigns, especially that of James, 
the principal civil offices of the state had heen monopolized 
by papists or their abettors; and, at the period of Mackay's 
arrival in Scotland, the chief fortresses of the kingdom were 
also in their hands. To dislodge them, therefore, from 
those strongholds, became one of his first and most urgent 
duties ; but to the immediate accomplishment of this im- 
portant object, his military resources were altogether in- 
adequate. 'The sinews of war — money, arms, stores, and 
provisions — were wanting. Skilful officers, too, with whom 

L Scotland once abounded, were not to be found in this her 
., 
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hour of need. The veterans of the covenant, who had 
served in the German wars, or who had been opposed to 
Cromwell, were now no more ; nor were their places 
filled by men, the soundness of whose principles could 
be relied on. Such were some of the difficulties which 
Mackay foresaw that he should have to contend with ; 
but these were not alL Though a native and a landed 
proprietor himself, he had left Scotland at so early an age, 
that he was almost an entire stranger in it. His family 
connections were respectable, hut situated in a remote 
corner of the kingdom ; and, though powerful over their 
clansmen, they possessed but little political influence in the 
country. Thus unconnected with either of the two great 
parties that agitated the state, he could look for no Niipport 
to his measures beyond what he derivedTrom the legitimate 
influence of the high station assigned to him, and from 
the confidence of his royal master, which he was supposed 
to enjoy. Of him it might be said with truth, that he 
entered on the duties of his office, " sine ira, sine studio, 
quorum caasas proeul habeo." 

Soon after his landing in England, Mackay was seized 
with a severe fit of illness. He had scarcely recovered, 
when, prompted by zeal for the public service, he embarked 
for Scotland, and arrived at Edinburgh about the middle 
of March, 1689. 

King William found himself so hard pressed between 
the defence of his native dominions and those he had 
newly acquired, that the only troops ha could with safety 
spare for Mackay were detachments from the three regi- 
ments forming the Scottish Brigade, viz., the General's 
own, Brigadier Balfour's, and Colonel Ramsay's, amount- 
ing in number to one thousand one hundred men. Nor 
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were these the flower of the brigade, for the king judged 
it expedient to retain the most effective portion in Eng- 
land, to strengthen his Dutch battalions. With this handful 
of men did Mackay arrive in Scotland, to assist in subduing 
a faction, which had, for the last thirty years, ruled the 
nation with a rod of iron. There existed at this time 
but a very inconsiderable military force in the kingdom; 
Dumbarton's foot and the royal dragoons, the two most 
efficient regiments on the establishment, not having yet 
returned since they were ordered to England by King 
James the preceding year. 

Claverhouse, when raised to the peerage by the title 
of Viscount Dundee, had also been appointed to the com- 
mand of the royal dragoons, but was superseded, after 
the revolution, by -Sir Thomas Livingstone, baronet, an 
officer of reputation in the Scottish Brigade, who accom- 
panied King William from Holland.* Mackay brought 

* Sir Thomas Livingstone, after serving with great. ability and zeal 
in Scotland, under General Mackay, succeeded him as commander-in- 
chief, in November, 1690, and was afterwards employed in all King 
William's wars on the continent. Care must be . taken not to confound 
this officer (which Mr. Chambers has most unaccountably done, in his 
" History of the Rebellion," p. 158) with the traitor, lieutenant-Colonel 
Livingstone, of the same regiment. In 1696, Sir Thomas was created 
Viscount Teviot, but dying in 1711, without male issue, the title be- 
came extinct. It is to be regretted that he stained his high military 
character by his conduct in the affair of Glencoe. As commander- 
in-chief, he was the official organ througn whom the orders of government 
for the massacre were conveyed; and it appears that he did convey 
them with alacrity. In his 'letter of instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hamilton, commanding officer at Fort William, dated 23d January, 1693, 
are these words : " I understand that the Laird of Glencoe, coming in after 
the prefixed time, was not admitted to take the oath, which is very good 
news to us, seeing that, at court, it is wished that he had not taken it ; 
so that the very nest might be rooted out So here is a fair occasion 



. 
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with him a commission as comma nder-in- chief from King 
William, but prudently refrained from exercising it till 
that prince should he invested with the royal authority 
in Scotland, as he had already been in England ; and, 
in the meantime, he contented himself witli acting under 
the orders of the convention, which commenced its sittings 
a few days before he arrived. By authority of that body, 
he issued letters of service to the Earl of Leveu and Vis- 
count Kenmore, to the Earl of Ann an dale * and Lord 
Belhaven.f the two former to raise each a battalion of 

lnviii 'villi Glencoc, »ail ipare m'lhiog of what belongs t" them, bl'T 

DO HUT TROUBLK THE GovRI[N!(ENT WITH PRISONERS." CuLLODEN 

P.PERS, p. IB. 

Oil the morning of the »lh of February, IMS, these cruel orders were 
atecoletl without remorse- — tiling-eight iuu.jeenl individual- having been 
butchered ill i;i iLil liloinl. liii|'l'V wii.jU i' have i» en fi.i; ;he jiri.-uinry nl 

acIioii, had Maekay continued iu the command. If lie hod so continued, 
such orders would, in all probability, not have been issued; nor, if 
issued, would they have been obeyed. 

* Third Earl of Aunaudale and Hartfell. He was one of the first to 
join the revolution, and raised a troop of horse tor io. venire. In lo^ffi. 
he was seduced by bis brother-in-law. Si: .I^juh'-. Mmui_-m! :!■■:■;-, in eni^ict 
iu the plot for restoring King James ; bat, soon r.-j^e-iitiuj^, made eunles- 
sion of his fault to King William, and was restored to favour. In 1701, 
be was raise.-! Ln Jit dignity nf Marquis uf Annandale ; anil died, 1721, 
after having filled some of the highest offiees in [be state, during the 
reigns of William, Anne, and George I, He married Sophia, daughter 
uf John Fairholnl of Craigieboll, remarkable for the beauties of her 
mind and person, and for having been n wife and mother ni her fifteenth, 

t John Hamilton of Biel succeeded to the title of Belhaven, on the 

by his opposition tu the tyrannical measures of Charles and James. 
Having joined the revolution, he raised in its defence a troop of horse. 



foot, and the two latter noblemen, each an independent 
troop of horse. By the same authority, he empowered 
the three skeleton Dutch regiments to complete their esta- 
blishment to twelve hundred men each — a measure, how- 
ever, which he never was able fully to accomplish, in 
consequence of the preference that Scotsmen felt for regi- 
ments in the Bervice of their own -country. With these 
levies, and the expected reinforcements from England, he 
proposed to lay siege to the castle of Edinburgh, which, 
under the command of the Duke of Gordon, held out for 
King James — and to carry on those ulterior measures which 
he deemed necessary for the establishment of the new 
government. Dundee, having been denounced as a rebel 
by the convention, flew to arms, and repaired to the north, 
in order to stir up his friends in that quarter to declare 
for King James. Mackay felt strongly inclined to pursue 
him ; but the other various and important duties of his 
station, as commander-in-chief, admitted not of his absence. 
He therefore ordered Sir Thomas Livingstone's dragoons, 
with Lord Colchester's, and Barclay's horse, from the north 
of England to Edinburgh, where they arrived early in April, 
but in bad condition. Sir Thomas being an officer of 
experience, on whom he had great reliance, ha despatched 
him with his regiment, first to Stirling, and thence, about 

which he commanded at Killiecrankic. us licreuiliT n-Kiti-.l : and continued 
through life a strenuous supporter oi iho religion and liberties of his 
country. He is the samp who was afterwords ed&nud for his eloquent 
speeches against the Union. In UftB, the nation being threatened with 
an invasion hj the Pretender, his lordship was suspected of favouring the 

canoe, arrc-lv-J. .im] r.Li'ii- il uris.nini- lo Lou.i.in. H. l was -.< n leased . 

but his high spirit could not brook the indignity of being dragged through 
the streets, liki- u felon, for a crime of which ho was ionoeeul, and he 
km seiied with a brain fever, which Ln-ajrlit iiim to his grave. 






the 20th of April, to the shire of Angus, where Dundee's 
chief strength lay, with instructions to watch the motions, 
and, if possible, seize the person, of this formidable enemy ; 
or, at all events, so to counteract his measures, aa to prevent 
the further augmentation cf his force. In pursuance of 
these instructions, Livingstone formed a plan for the ap- 
prehension of Dundee, -which, though conducted with the 
utmost prudence and secrecy, failed of success, owing to 
the vigilance of the latter, and his good understanding 
with the people of the country. 

Arms having thus been resorted to, the General foresaw 
that it was in the north that the contest would ultimately be 
decided; and, for that reason, felt anxious to repair in per- 
son to the probable scene of action, where, he believed, his 
presence was more immediately required than in the south. 
The Duke of Hamilton and his colleagues in the council 
were of a different opinion, — being apprehensive of an 
invasion, and, therefore, desirous of retaining the General 
at the seat of government. He preferred, however, to act 
on his own judgment, and set out for the north, leaving 
Brigadier Balfour to command at Edinburgh, till he should 
be relieved from England by Major- General Sir John 
Lanier, whom he appointed to carry on the blockade of 
the castle. 

Arriving at the town of Dundee, Mackay drew thither 
whatever troops could be spared from the blockade of 
Edinburgh castle and the other exigencies of the service, 
viz., the six troops composing .Sir Thomas Livingstone's 
regiment of dragoons, and one hundred and twenty of the 
best of Colchester's horse, with two hundred foot of the 
Dutch Brigade. He left two troops of Sir ThomaB Living- 
stone's at Dundee, under the command of the lieutenant- 
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colonel of the same name, who was afterwards detected in a 
traitorous conspiracy to deliver up his General to the enemy. 
With the remaining four troops of Livingstone's dragoons, 
and the horse and foot already mentioned — the whole not 
exceeding four hundred and fifty in number — he proceeded 
to watch the motions of his adversary. 

Dundee, though abhorred by his enemies for his unre- 
lenting and sometimes unmanly cruelty to helplesB old 
men and women, was no less admired !>y his friends for 
his lofty bearing and chivalrous spirit ; and no sooner did 
he arrive at hia house, Glenogilvie in Angus, than he was 
resorted to by many of the nobility and gentry of the 
neighbourhood. Attended by a few of these, and seventy 
or eighty horsemen — deserters from his former regiment, 
who had followed him from England— he proceeded, as 
already mentioned, to rouse the northern shires, and espe- 
cially the Highland clans, to declare for King James. 
Passing rapidly through Angus and Mearns, to Aberdeen- 
shire, he held hasty conferences with the numerous branches 
of the powerful family of Gordon, their vassals, and depen- 
dents, and, as he thought, organized an insurrection against 
the government. Mackay pursued him, but not with the 
same speed, from the difficulty of provisioning, at short 
notice, even the small force lie brought with him, and the 
necessity of greater caution in passing through a country 
whose inhabitants were, for the most part, unfriendly to 

Before his departure from Edinburgh, the Laird of 
Grant nailed on the General with a tender of his services, 
and received his instructions to repair to his extensive 
estates in the north, and employ four or five hundred of 
his people to guard the fords of the Spey, and prevent the 
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entrance of Dundee into his country. Mackay accord- 
ingly set out in the full belief that Grant had gone before, 
but now had the mortification to learn that he staid 
behind several days in Edinburgh, and that the precautions 
he had recommended were wholly neglected. "Had he 
been a man of service," the General observes,* " such 
conduct would have been highly punishable." But, as he 
was not a soldier by profession, and served purely from 
patriotic motives, it was but a venial error, though in its 
consequences productive of serious prejudice to the cause, 
as it enabled Dundee to cross the Spey and reach Inver- 
ness in safety. 

Arrived at Inverness, Dundee unexpectedly met with 
Macdonald of Keppoch, a friendly chief, who came thither 
with a thousand of his followers, to take revenge on the 
inhabitants for an insult or injury he. had received from 
them the preceding year. Availing himself of this casual 
meeting, he is said to have suddenly formed the project 
of facing about, and, with Keppoch's aid, of fighting 
Mackay, whom he supposed to be about, this time crossing 
the Spey. In furtherance of this project, he despatched 
a letter to the magistrates of Elgin, intimating his intention 
of lodging in their town the following night, and requiring 
them to provide quarters for his troops. The magistrates, 
not much liking the prospect of a visit from such a number 
of unwelcome guests, forwarded the letter to Mackay, then 
near the river Spey, beseeching him to hasten his march 
and anticipate the enemy in the occupation of the quarters 
on which he seemed to rely. To Mackay this intelligence 
was not a little perplexing. He found his position now 
suddenly changed from the offensive to the defensive; 

* Memoirs, p. 10. 
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and saw himself reduced to the necessity of fighting an 
enemy more than double his number, or of retreating ; an 
alternative, the very thought of which to him seemed 
insupportable. 

Recollecting that, in war, the boldest course is generally 
the safest, and trusting to the protection of Heaven, he 
resolutely determined to meet his enemy. Crossing the 
Spey, therefore, he quickly advanced towards Elgin, re- 
joicing to find his troops animated by the same spirit; the 
Dutch foot keeping the horse at a trot, during a march of 
nine miles to the town. He arrived there in the evening, 
with just enough of daylight to examine the surrounding 
ground before placing his sentinels, and was cordially re- 
ceived by the inhabitants. Next morning, he was joined 
by the Laird of Grant, to whom he gave a letter of service 
to raise a regiment of six hundred men ; and who, by the 
whole of his subsequent conduct, proved himself a most 
loyal subject to William and Mary, and thus made ample 
amends for his former error. 

Dundee not appearing, Mackay took the opportunity of 
spending two days in this friendly town, to refresh his 
exhausted troops. He also availed himself of the leisure 
thus afforded him, to write letters to his friends in the 
shires of Ross and Sutherland, informing them of his 
approach, and requesting that they would bestir themselves, 
and meet him at Inverness with as great a number as 
possible of their followers. To Lord Strathnaver, eldest 
ton of the Earl of Sutherland, he sent a letter of service 
similar to that given to Grant, and directed the guardians of 
his own grand-nephew, Lord Reay, then a minor, to join 
him with two hundred, and the Laird of Balnagown with 
one hundred, of their respective clans. 

D 
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Proceeding towards Forres, he learned that Dundee had 
altered his resolution, and that, instead of marching east- 
ward to Elgin, he had turned to the right, and taken the 
road through Badenoch to Lochaber. In an ordinary com- 
mander, such change of purpose would have been deemed 
weakness, or pusillanimity, which certainly formed no part 
of Dundee's character. Mackay simply says* that Dundee, 
not choosing to risk an action, marched towards Lochaber. 
Some writers account for his change of purpose, by sup- 
posing that he believed Mackay to have been joined by his 
expected reinforcements; and his admirer, Mr. Chambers, 
insinuates that he was intimidated by Mackay's boldness, 
and judged it prudent to retire. The most probable suppo- 
sition, however, because most in accordance with Dundee's 
character, seems to be, that the intention he announced to 
the magistrates of Elgin, of taking a night's quarters in 
their town, was a mere ruse de guerre, a stratagem to deceive 
Mackay and divert his attention from the real object, which 
was, that of being suffered to march without interruption to 
Lochaber, to organize an insurrection in the Highlands 
against the new government, as he had already done in the 
Lowlands. 

It is somewhat singular that the course which the 
Viscount of Dundee thus took was precisely that which 
best suited the views of his rival, who was no less anxious 
to be permitted, unmolested, to enter Inverness, and re- 
main there till he should have accomplished the important 
measures he had in contemplation. He found the magis- 
trates of Inverness and the inhabitants in general well 
affected to his cause, and ready to adopt whatever expe- 
dients he should recommend for the defence of their town. 

* Memoirs, p. 16. 
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He announced his arrival to Lord Lovat, the Earl of 
Seaforth, and other influential persons in that part of the 
country, and invited them, in their majesties' names, to meet 
him at Inverness, to concert such measures as should be 
judged advisable at the present critical juncture ; but, with 
very few exceptions, they treated his invitation with such 
neglect, that he perceived they bore no good will to the 
cause. 

Very different was the conduct of the leading men of 
the shire of Sutherland, and that of one individual of note 
in the county of Ross, viz., the Laird of Balnagown. Lord 
Strathnaver promptly joined him with three hundred men of 
his new regiment, Lord Reay's administrators with two 
hundred of his vassals, and Balnagown with one hundred, 
all brisk Highlanders, as the General describes them, and 
hearty in the cause. Of Lord Reay's men, he formed one 
hundred into an independent company; the remainder, 
together with Balnagown' s men, he destined for the defence 
of Inverness; and directed that an additional number of 
two hundred Mackays and one hundred Rosses should be 
held in readiness in case of need. All these requisitions 
were punctually complied with. 

It was now manifest that the General judged correctly, 
when he predicted that the north was to be the theatre of 
the impending civil war, and insisted with his colleagues 
in the council on the necessity of his repairing thither in 
person. He foresaw some difficulties, and experienced 
many more than he foresaw; yet he had the satisfaction to 
reflect that his labour was not in vain. A little had been 
done, but much more yet remained to be accomplished, to 
place the government on a secure footing. 
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The fertile genius and active spirit of Dundee were at 
work, and the effects, he feared, would soon appear in a vast 
accession of force to the enemies of the government. Re* 
fleeting on the utter disproportion of his present force to 
the exigencies of the service, he deemed it expedient to 
draw towards the north all the regiments that could be 
spared from the other parts of the kingdom. He ordered 
the two troops of Livingstone's, left at Dundee, to join him 
without delay, and these to be followed by Barclay's horse, 
the remainder of Colchester's horse, and Sir James Leslie's 
foot, now the fifteenth of the British line. He wrote also 
to Brigadier Balfour, to detach Colonel Ramsay with six 
hundred men, drafted from the three Dutch regiments, and 
order them north, for greater despatch, by the short cut on 
the Highland road from Athole to Badenoch. But, for the 
better understanding of what follows, it will be necessary to 
advert to the intercourse which took place in Edinburgh, 
between the Marquis of Athole and General Mackay. 

Of all the Scottish nobility, there was no individual, 
Dundee excepted, who, having it in his power to promote, 
did in fact so much to obstruct, the cause of the Revolution 
and the settlement of the kingdom as the Marquis of 
Athole. His vassals were numerous; his estates compact, 
and situated in the heart of the kingdom ; and his principal 
mansion or castle of Blair, was, as it. were, a key, which 
gave him an easy and immediate passage to or from the 
Highlands, — a circumstance of essential importance at that 
crisis. Descended from the royal family of Stuart, the 
marquis was connected by blood both with the late and 
present king. With the latter, he had another connection 
by marriage, the marchioness being, as well as his majesty, 
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allied to the house of Solms ; * the then head of which was 
one of Mackay'8 colleagues in command of the invading 
army, f With the count, therefore, and other members of 
his family, the General was intimately acquainted, which 
furnished him with subjects of conversation interesting to 
the marquis, and enabled him to answer his numerous 
inquiries concerning his German cousins, in a manner 
highly gratifying to his lordship. 

Intimacy being thus established, Mackay, always intent 
on the great cause in which he was engaged, embraced 
every opportunity of bringing back the discourse with his 
lordship to the present critical state of Scottish affairs. 
He enlarged on the great benefit which the marquis's 
peculiar local situation and circumstances enabled him to 
confer on his country, and pointed out to him the advan- 
tage which would probably result to his family, if he 
cordially supported the new sovereign at the commencement 
of his reign. The marquis appeared to receive these sug- 
gestions favourably, and responded to them with such 
protestations of loyalty and affection, that Mackay thought 
him a firm friend to the new government. His son, Lord 
Murray, participated in the sentiments professed by the 
father, as did Lady Murray, a daughter of the Duke of 
Hamilton, who, like her pious mother, the good duchess 

* The marchioness was third daughter of James, seventh earl of 
Derby, by Charlotte, daughter of Claude Duke de la Tremouille, and 
Charlotte Brabantina, daughter of the illustrious William, first Prince 
of Orange, great-grandfather of King William. Frederick Henry, his 
grandfather, married Emilia, daughter of John Albert, count of Solms, a 
woman of distinguished merit; who, after the death of her son and 
daughter-in-law, the father and mother of King William, governed the 
principality of Orange during his minority. 

+ Memoirs, p. 20. 
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Anne, was warmly attached to the presbyterian interest.* 
But the conduct of the marquis soon proved the fallacy of 
his professions of attachment to King William. Whether 
from the levity and indecision, of his character, or from 
resentment at seeing his rival, the Duke of Hamilton, ap- 
pointed, first, president of the convention, and afterwards 
commissioner to represent the sovereign in parliament — he 
determined neither to take his place in the convention nor 
head his vassals in the field, but slunk away to England, 
leaving his affairs to be managed by his steward or factor, 
Stewart of Ballechin, a devoted partisan of the late king, 
and, consequently, an inveterate foe to his successor. 

Dundee having proceeded to Lochaber, remained there 
but a few days, when he discovered that the state of his 
finances, as well as the condition of his cavalry, had been 
impaired by his long marches. In order to recruit both, he 
resolved to make an irruption into the low country. The 
entrance into Athole being open to him, through the good 
offices of his friend, Ballechin, he made a rapid march 

* Lady Anne Hamilton, eldest daughter of James, first duke of 
Hamilton, who perished on the scaffold, 1649, succeeded her uncle, second 
duke, who died of wounds received in the battle of Worcester, 1650, 
and thus became Duchess of Hamilton in her own right. She married 
Lord William Douglas, third son of the first Marquis of Douglas, and 
obtained a patent creating her husband Duke of Hamilton for life. In 
this manner were the families of Hamilton and Douglas connected ; and, 
on the death of Archibald, last duke of Douglas, in 1759, without male 
issue, the representation of the Douglas family, in the male line, together 
with the marquisate of Douglas, devolved on James, eighth duke of 
Hamilton, as being descended from the aforesaid Lord William Douglas 
and Duchess Anne. It is somewhat remarkable that, as the Hamiltons 
thus became the male heirs of the Douglasses, in like manner, by the 
failure of the male heirs of the Hamiltons in the direct line in 1660, the 
Abercorn family became the male representatives of that of Hamilton. 
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through that district, into Perth, surprised the town early 
in the morning, and, seizing as lawful prize whatever public 
money he could find there, took the Lairds of Blair* and 
Pollock ,f the captain and lieutenant of horse, with two foot 
officers, prisoners. He carried these officers about, in an 
ungenerous triumph, on all his marches, for six weeks, and 
then sent them to the isle of Mull, where Blair died in 
consequence of the barbarous treatment he received. 
Having ranged for some days in the shires of Perth and 
Angus, and recruited his cavalry by the addition of some 
well affected gentlemen and their servants, Dundee now 
returned to Lochaber by the way he came, without opposi- 
tion from the men of Athole. Such were the first fruits 
of the tergiversation of the Marquis of Athole; the more 
mature products will by and by appear. 

* William, fifteenth laird of Blair, was one of the foremost to join 
the Revolution. He was elected, in consequence, a member of the con- 
vention of estates, and of the committee for settling the government. 
He raised at his own expense, and commanded a troop of horse, but was 
unfortunately taken prisoner, as above stated. He married Lady Mar- 
garet, a younger daughter of William, second duke of Hamilton, and by 
her had a son, William, his heir. This last — having had a son, who died 
before his father — was succeeded by his daughter Magdalene, who married 
Scott, advocate, second son of John Scott of Malenie. The issue of this 
marriage was a son, William, who took the surname of Blair, and, having 
no heirs of his own body, settled his estate on the issue of his father, by 
a second marriage,, from which the present family of Blair of Blair is 
descended. 

+ Sir John Maxwell of Pollock ; created a baronet in 1682 ; chosen 
commissioner for the shire of Renfrew to the convention of estates, 
in 1689 ; and afterwards appointed, successively, a privy councillor, a 
commissioner of the treasury, and Lord justice Clerk. He married 
Marian, daughter of Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield, and died without 
issue. 
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While Colonel Ramsay, in obedience to the orders of the 
commander-in-chief, was preparing to march on Inverness, 
with six hundred men of the Dutch Brigade, it so happened 
that a fleet of Dutch herring busses appeared in the Frith of 
Forth, which, being mistaken for a fleet of French trans- 
ports with troops on board, caused such an alarm in Edin- 
burgh, that the council countermanded Ramsay. After 
the lapse of three or four days, the mistake was discovered ; 
and, the alarm in consequence subsiding, he was permitted 
to depart; but, in their confusion, the council most unfortu- 
nately omitted to advertise the General of his detention. 
Ramsay had been furnished by the commander-in-chief with 
general instructions for his route, but with a discretionary 
power to regulate his march according to circumstances. 

It was calculated that, barring unforeseen interruptions, 
he might reach Ruthven castle by a certain fixed day ; and 
on that day the General proposed to meet him there. On 
his arrival in Athole, Ramsay found the people of the 
country in arms. Their menacing looks gave a sufficient 
indication of their feelings towards him; but, as they 
offered no opposition to his march, he proceeded till he 
came to a place,* not named, within twelve (or, according to 
the modern measurement, eighteen) miles of Ruthven castle. 
At this place he rested for the night, and early next morn- 
ing despatched a letter to the General, advising him of his 
approach, and of his intention to be at Ruthven castle on the 
evening of the following day. His apprehensions, however, 
were so much excited by the increasing demonstrations of 
hostility on the part of the Athole men, that his resolution 
gave way. Seeing himself thus surrounded by enemies, in 
a wild country, to which he was an entire stranger, and not 

* Memoirs, page 21. 
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receiving the additional instructions he had been led to 
expect, he judged it most prudent to retrace his steps, and 
return next morning towards Perth. 

All this time the General — being, through the negligence 
of the council, left in ignorance of Ramsay's detention — 
impatiently expected his arrival every day, and was both 
surprised and disconcerted, at his non-appearance. He 
heard of Dundee's irruption into the low country, and of 
his having been suffered to pass and repass unmolested 
through Athole, and thence concluded that the marquis had 
thrown off the mask, and that both his lordship and his 
people were alike enemies to the government. Being, 
therefore, seriously apprehensive for Ramsay's safety, he 
sent messenger after messenger to apprise him of his 
danger, and with fresh instructions for his guidance. 
Such, however, was the disturbed state of the country, and 
so hostile were the people of Athole, that his messengers 
also were intimidated, and returned with their letters un- 
opened, and without having learned any tidings of Ramsay. 
The last messenger was intercepted by Ballechin, and de- 
tained three days prisoner in Blair castle. His letters were 
taken from him, and transmitted to Dundee, who was then 
mustering his forces in Lochaber. 

The viscount thus apprised of Ramsay's advance, and of 
Mackay's probable junction with him, assembled two thou- 
sand of his mountaineers, at the head of whom he descended 
from the hills, leaving orders for one thousand more to 
follow, in the hope of cutting off either Ramsay or Mackay, 
or both. He entered the heights of Badenoch, eighteen 
English miles west of Ruthven castle, on the morning of the 
27th May, the day after Ramsay should have reached the 
castle. Hence it appears that, if this officer had not been 
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detained in consequence of the false alarm of the Dutch 
herring busses, he might have been at Inverness before 
Dundee could have had notice of his approach; and that 
even, notwithstanding his detention, if he had persevered in 
his march, he might have reached Ruthven castle on the 
26th, the same evening that Dundee, as it afterwards 
appeared, had quitted Badenoch. On the evening of the 
27th, the General received the letters from Ramsay, already 
mentioned, and so prompt were his measures, that, by six of 
the clock next morning, Sunday 28th, he was on his march 
to meet him at Ruthven castle, with six hundred and forty 
horse and foot, including two hundred of Lord Reay's and 
Balnagown's men. Half way to Ruthven castle, he was 
met by a messenger from the commandant, with a letter to 
inform him of Ramsay's return, and of Dundee's entrance 
that morning into the heights of Badenoch. 

Military history seldom exhibits a situation more per- 
plexing than that in which the General now found himself. 
If, turning his back on Inverness, he had abandoned that 
town to its fate, it would soon have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, who would have been joined by the Frasers, the 
Mackenzies, and other contiguous clans, all well affected to 
his cause. If, on the other hand, he had returned to 
Inverness, that important post would indeed have been 
saved, but the southern counties would, in every direction, 
have been laid open to Dundee, who would thus have been 
enabled to cut off all communication with the government. 
'tins appeared to the General an evil of such magnitude, 
that he resolved to run all risks to prevent it. Instead, 
therefore, of proceeding as he intended towards Badenoch, 
turning to the left, he marched down Strathspey, and, in 
order to get the start of Dundee, in ease he should betid his 
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steps that way, continued his course for twenty-four hours 
without a halt. For guides and provisions, he trusted to 
his inestimable friend the Laird of Grant, whom he had 
already apprised of the probability of such a visit, either 
from Ramsay, or from himself. 

Having advanced so far a-head of Dundee as to be out 
of all danger of being intercepted by him, Mackay slackened 
his pace and moved slowly on, anxiously looking out for the 
reinforcements he had ordered to join him from the south. 
The first that appeared were the two troops of Sir Thomas 
Livingstone's dragoons, left at Dundee under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Livingstone; but these, instead of augmenting his 
strength, increased his weakness, and proved a source of 
much additional perplexity. 

The second day after the junction of the dragoons, two 
deserters came in from Dundee's camp, and requested a 
private audience of the General. This being granted, and 
all present except Sir Thomas Livingstone ordered to with- 
draw, they informed him there were traitors in his camp, 
who carried on a secret correspondence with the enemy; 
and, being desired to name them, without hesitation men- 
tioned Lieutenant- Colonel Livingstone, Captains Murray, 
Critchton, Livingstone, and some others. This was as- 
tounding intelligence to the General; but he was not 
altogether unprepared for it, having already begun to en- 
tertain some doubts of the fidelity of these officers. Affect- 
ing, however, to be incredulous, he told the deserters he 
believed they were spies, sent by Lord Dundee to deceive 
him ; and that, if his suspicions proved well founded, they 
should assuredly suffer the punishment of spies; but, if 
otherwise, they should be suitably rewarded. They replied 
by repeating their former assertion, adding, that they had 
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been in private communication with the Lairds of Blair and 
Pollock, prisoners in Dundee's camp, who specially charged 
them to warn the General of his danger, in case that, trust- 
ing to the fidelity of these men, he should engage the enemy. 
Having ordered them into confinement until the truth or 
falsehood of their statements could be ascertained, he held 
a conference with Sir Thomas Livingstone and Major 
Mackay, the only officers of the regiment on whose fidelity 
he could rely ; and the result was by no means calculated 
to allay his apprehensions. In his own mind he had no 
doubt of the guilt of the accused officers ; but, as the evi- 
dence might not prove sufficient to insure conviction before 
a court-martial, and as, moreover, he doubted the prudence 
of arresting them in the present weak state of his force, 
he resolved to defer that critical step till he received his 
expected reinforcements. 

Dundee found, on entering Badenoch, that he had 
missed his prey; Ramsay and Mackay having moved 
away in different directions. He determined, however, to 
pursue the latter, hoping to overwhelm him by superior 
numbers. Ruthven castle lay in his way; and, being 
garrisoned by a young officer, Captain Forbes, with only 
sixty men of Grant's regiment, in want of provisions, 
Dundee took it after a slight resistance, and ordered it 
to be burnt. Forbes having stipulated for the liberty 
of himself and his men, was proceeding to the General's 
camp, when he was met by two troopers, who challenged 
him with qui vive? and being answered vive le roi Guil- 
laume, they replied that they were sent by General Mackay 
to get intelligence of Lord Dundee. Forbes pointed out 
the situation of Dundee's camp, and cautioned them against 
falling into the hands of his stragglers, who were at no 
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great distance ; but they, notwithstanding his caution, pur- 
sued their course. The circumstance appearing strange to 
Forbes, he mentioned it, while at dinner, to the General, 
who immediatelv concluded these must be some of the 
traitors alluded to by the deserters. This, on inquiry, 
proved to be the fact. 

The two camps being now within a few miles of each 
other, the General watched the motions of the enemy with 
double care, availing himself, for this purpose, of the ex- 
traordinary means which Grant's friendship and zeal for 
the service placed at his disposal. Every two hours, 
trusty messengers were despatched to bring him intelli- 
gence, some of whom came in this evening with the report 
that Dundee was in motion towards him. The General, 
immediately calling the commanding officers, ordered them 
to get their respective regiments under arms, and prepare 
to resume their march. It could not be -disguised that 
this would be to retreat before the enemy; but the safety 
of the army rendered it necessary; for, to risk an action 
with such a disparity of numbers, the maxims of war 
and the ordinary rules of prudence would alike condemn. 
To the Laird of Grant he expressed his deep regret that 
circumstances compelled him to leave his country exposed 
to the ravages of the enemy, but added, that he hoped to 
return in a very few days with reinforcements, and, in 
the meantime, recommended him to give orders to his 
people to remove their cattle and every article of food to 
the low country. The patriotic and noble minded chief, 
with a spirit worthy of his high station, replied, "that, 
though all his interest should be lost thereby, he would not 
wish the General to make a single step to the prejudice of 
their majesties' service." 

B 
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As the General did not yet judge it prudent to make 
known his suspicion of the treachery of the dragoons, 
and as he had hitherto caused them to march in front 
and rear of the line, he would not revoke that order, but 
made such a disposition of the whole as placed the sus- 
pected officers constantly under the eyes of officers on 
whose fidelity he could rely. That the enemy might not 
discover the direction he took, the General delayed his 
march till night. He had three ways, by either of which 
he could retire to avoid an engagement; — one towards 
Inverness; another through Strathdon, which was nearer 
by twelve miles, to join his succours, than the third, namely 
that by Glenlivet : " by which," says the General,* " if 
Dundee had understood the country and his trade, to 
have informed himself exactly thereof, he might have 
gained betwixt our (the General's) party and the regi- 
ments which we expected from the south," and put the 
General to a hard pull; who, though he perceived the 
feasibility of such an accident, durst not resolve to march 
through an enemy's country — all papists, with an enemy 
four times his number in his rear. He began his march 
in the dusk of the evening, " and so," to use his own 
words, " committing all to the providence of God (against 
whom there is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor coun- 
sel, can succeed), he took his way down the river, with 
hungry horse and men, though resolute, particularly Col- 
chester's horse, and the two hundred fusileers, upon 
whom he relied most; and, marching by the house of 
Grant of Balindalloch, who was himself with Dundee, 
made no halt till he came to Balveny, where he was forced 
to settle himself till he should get some bread for his 

* Memoirs, p. 32. 
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men and oats for his horse. There, having met with 
Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie, with the country foot, 
he furnished him with men to send out for intelligence ; of 
whom he despatched some by the way he came, and others 
by the way by which he apprehended that Dundee would 
labour to cut him off from his succours. They came in 
next morning with news that Dundee had not left Strath- 
spey as yet : whereat the General, being very well satisfied, 
sent, nevertheless, presently again others out the same way ; 
and ordered a party of twelve dragoons to be sent out by 
the way he had marched off, being in the greatest impatience 
to have in some provisions and oats; which came at last 
about five of the clock at night. The General seeing 
none of those he had sent in the morning return, not- 
withstanding both officers and soldiers grumbled, he would 
not stay till they had given their horse corn and the 
soldiers got some bread baked. He marched the party 
off in the same order he had done the day before." 

After some further details, the General goes on to 
say, " that he continued his march till he had passed the 
river of Bogie, where he was necessitated to come to a 
halt, at four of the clock next morning — neither horse 
nor foot being able to march farther, and where he caused 
distribute the oats and oatmeal which he had got up in 
his former camp, — and let the horse feed upon a spot of 
corn in the men's hands. ,, * Here he learned that his 
reinforcements would join him in th'e course of the day, 
and, therefore, after two hours' rest, proceeding three miles 
farther to meet them, he took post at the foot of the Suy 
hill, where he expected his succours, and had a view, 

* Memoirs, p. 34. 
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fully two miles in every direction by which the enemy 
could approach. 

All this time, as it afterwards appeared, Dundee was 
ignorant that Mackay expected reinforcements — a circum- 
stance which seems strange, considering his high military 
character, and that his march lay through the country of 
the Gordons, and other clans attached to King James 
and the popish interest : " but," as the General observes, 
" God, who overrules all the actions of his creatures, pre- 
served singularly that small handful of men, beyond all 
expectation, considering the strength of the enemy, and 
that, of six hundred men, two hundred (in which consisted 
our greatest advantage, were they trusty to the service) 
were" to be considered as enemies. For, in the first place, 
had Dundee accepted of it, the General had engaged in 
action with him, in all appearance, the first day he came 
near, having then opinion of the dragoons that they would 
fight as haply he had done, had Dundee attacked him at 
Culnakill, before the spies discovered the plot of the 
dragoons to him. In this case, he had certainly, without 
a miracle, been beat, which would be naturally of sad 
consequence to the government. Whereby we should 
also learn to be modest when it pleaseth God to bless the 
service in our hands, which the most experienced and 
clear-sighted in their profession will have reason to do, 
if they examine themselves impartially, • either as to their 
judgment, diligence, and resolution, wherein they shall 
find enough to humble them in themselves, and move 
them to give the glory to God."* 

The General having arrived at the foot of Suy hill, 
judging himself out of all danger from Dundee, let his 

* Memoirs, p. 85. 
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men repose; and, their stock of provisions being nearly 
exhausted, sent to request a supply from a house in the 
neighbourhood, belonging to Lord Forbes. That noble- 
man, who was well affected to the cause, and whose eldest 
son, the Master of Forbes, had joined him with fifty horse 
the preceding day, gave immediate orders for complying 
with the request; but, before the requisite quantity could 
be prepared, circumstances induced the General to recom- 
mence his march. The regiments anxiously expected at 
length arrived — Barclay's dragoons at twelve, and Leslie's 
foot at six of the clock the same day. Thus reinforced, 
the General immediately resolved to face about and meet 
his enemy; and, the better to conceal his design, delayed 
his march till the hour of ten in the evening. 

He now proposed to attack the enemy in his turn ; and 
would in all probability have succeeded, had not his trai- 
torous officers despatched two dragoons to give Dundee 
warning; and these men being found concealed in the 
woods near the house of Edinglassie, led to further dis- 
coveries, which ended in completely establishing the guilt 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Livingstone and the other suspected 
officers. The General, upon this, ordered them to be 
arrested, and took the earliest opportunity of sending them 
prisoners to Edinburgh, to be dealt with according to 
the pleasure "of the government, by which means he was 
relieved from much disquietude and danger.* The Master 

* The traitors afterwards confessed their guilt, but how they were 
ultimately disposed of cannot be ascertained. A story told by one of 
them ("Memoirs of Captain Creichton," p. 68), whether true or false, 
may here be mentioned as indicating the opinion entertained even by 
his friends, of the savage nature of Dundee. It being reported that some 
one or more of these criminals were to be executed, Dundee is said to 
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of Forbes, Edinglassie, and Major Mackay, are mentioned 
by him as having been mainly instrumental in the final 
detection of the plot. 

The tables were now turned on the Jacobite general ; 
for, on the day after that on which the event just men- 
tioned took place, Mackay advanced to Balveny, and the 
following day to Culnakill, from whence he had retreated 
five days before. Here, having got notice that a body 
of the enemy, in number about five hundred, had assem- 
bled on the opposite side of the Spey, he ordered Sir 
Thomas Livingstone with a party, consisting of his own 
and Barclay's dragoons, to attack them. This service Sir 
Thomas, assisted by Colonel Hauly and Major Mackay, 
promptly performed ; killing nearly one hundred, and would 
have cut off the whole, but for a mistake of his adjutant, 
in prematurely giving the alarm. Livingstone's dragoons 
behaved with the greatest gallantry on this occasion, as 
if desirous to wipe off the disgrace they had incurred in 
the late affair. 

Colonel Ramsay having, as has been stated, returned 
to Perth, wrote to the council, assigning his reasons for 
that step, and requesting fresh instructions. In reply, he 
was directed to make another attempt to join the com- 
mander-in-chief; and to enable him to do so, one hundred 
of Barclay's dragoons, with two hundred of Leven's newly 
raised regiment (the twenty-fifth), and one hundred of 
Hastings' (the thirteenth foot), were ordered to put them- 
selves under his command ; and with this force, in addition 
to his original detachment of six hundred men, he made 

have written to the council, that if a hair of their heads were touched, 
he would cut the Lairds of Blair and Pollock, joint by joint, and send 
their limbs in hampers to the council. 
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his way without difficulty through Athole and Badenoch 
to Inverness. On this, as on a former occasion, the 
council committed an error, in issuing orders to Ramsay 
without communication with the General ; not perhaps from 
intentional disrespect, but from a want of attention to 
that combination and unity of design so essential to the 
success of military enterprise, and yet so often lost sight 
of by civil authorities when they interfere with military 
commanders. 

The General remarks,* that if he had been apprised in 
due time of this march, he might have sent Ramsay such 
additional instructions as would have made it difficult for 
Dundee to disembarrass himself of both, and would have 
caused a diversion in favour of the General, then struggling 
with so many difficulties in Strathspey. Now, however, 
it afforded him great satisfaction to have such an addition 
to his strength, as it would enable him to act with greater 
vigour and effect against the enemy. He accordingly never 
quitted the pursuit of Dundee, till he had chased him 
from the low country, and compelled him to take refuge 
in the wilds of Lochaber. 

Ruthven castle, as mentioned in its place, having been 
burnt *by order of Dundee, the General now caused it to be 
repaired, judging that, from its position, almost in the heart 
of Badenoch, it was particularly well adapted for a garrison. 
He gave the command to a cousin of his own, Captain Hugh 
Mackay, an active and intelligent young man, who had 
proved useful to him during his late marches. From Ruth 
ven he proceeded to Inverness, where he found all quiet ; 
the neighbouring disaffected clans having been so overawed 
by the presence of the Sutherland and Ross men, stationed 

* Memoirs, p. 89. 
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there to support the well-affected inhabitants, that nothing 
was attempted against the peace of the town. 

Some of the chiefs made general and vague professions 
of goodwill to the service of their majesties, but none 
came forward with a specific declaration of their allegi- 
ance. Lord Lovat, following the selfish and ambiguous 
policy of his father-in-law, the Marquis of Athole, kept 
aloof, and his people refused to join without positive 
orders from their chief. The Earl of Seaforth acted a 
similar part. Viscount Tarbat boasted to the General, 
both in London and Edinburgh, of his great influence 
with his countrymen, those especially of the clan Mac- 
kenzie, assuring him, " * that though Seaforth should come 
to his own country, and among his friends, he (Tarbat) 
would overturn in eight days more than the Earl could 
advance in six weeks;' yet he proved as backward as 
Seaforth or any other of the clan. And though Red- 
castle, Coul, and others of the name of Mackenzie came, 
they fell not on final methods, but protested a great deal 
of affection for the cause."* To be a check on their 
proceedings, the General placed a garrison of one hundred 
Mackays in Brahan castle, the seat of the Earl of Seaforth, 
and an equal number of Rosses in Castleleod, the mansion 
of Viscount Tarbat, both places of strength, and advan- 
tageously situated for watching, the motions of the dis- 
affected. » 

The General remained at Inverness a fortnight, during 
which he bestowed much consideration on the state of the 
Highlands. He perceived the impossibility of subduing 
them by the ordinary methods, in consequence of the 
bogs and morasses, the rugged mountains and rapid rivers, 

* Memoirs, pp. 25 and 237. 
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by which the country was intersected. It therefore oc- 
curred to him that the most effectual, if not the only, way 
to accomplish the desired object, was to imitate the example 
of Cromwell, and erect a fort at some central point, to over- 
awe the mountaineers and prevent their incursions into the 
low country, holding out to them inducements to remain 
at home, and guaranteeing, on condition of their doing so, 
the security of their possessions. Inverlochy appearing to 
him the situation best adapted for this purpose, he drew 
up a detailed plan for the erection of a fortress there. He 
transmitted it to the Duke of Hamilton, the king's com- 
missioner to parliament, requesting his grace to lay it 
before the council, that, if approved, immediate measures 
might be taken to carry it into execution so soon as he 
should return to Edinburgh. 

The regiments of Lord Strathnaver and the Laird of 
Grant were by this time nearly complete in point of num- 
bers; but, being undisciplined, and without clothing or 
arms, the General could not rely on them alone for the 
security of the northern shires. All beyond the Spey, 
with the exception of the districts belonging to the Lords 
Sutherland and Reay, and to the Lairds of Grant and 
Balnagown, were either wholly disaffected or lukewarm 
in their attachment to the present government. He there- 
fore deemed it prudent to leave a strong force at Inverness, 
under the command of Sir Thomas Livingstone,* with 
authority to draw whatever succours he might require from 
Sutherland and the well-affected part of Ross- shire. 

* The troops left at Inverness were Sir T. Livingstone's dragoons, 
Sir J. Leslie's foot, with three hundred of Hastings' and Leven's, and 
the two companies, one hundred men each, of Lord Reay's and Balna- 
gown's Highlanders. 
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Having now the satisfaction to see the north in a state 
of comparative security, and his speedy return to the me- 
tropolis being urged by the Duke of Hamilton and the 
council, he proceeded towards Edinburgh from Inverness 
on the 20th of June, with the six hundred Dutch foot, 
and some horse and dragoons. 

The Earl of Mar having declared his adhesion to the 
new government, the General, in virtue of his authority 
as commander-in-chief, some time before his departure 
from Edinburgh, directed that nobleman — as he had already 
directed the Marquis of Athole and Laird of Grant — to take 
measures for guarding the passes of his country against 
Dundee. The earl dying soon after, and his son being 
a minor, the administration of his affairs fell into the 
hands of persons who encouraged his people in their op- 
position to the new government. As Braemar house, the 
family seat, was situated far back, and might be said to 
cover the shire of Aberdeen, the General considered that 
it would be a fit station for a garrison, and sent a detach- 
ment, consisting of one hundred horse and dragoons, and 
sixty foot, with a stock of provisions, to take possession 
of it. He gave the commanding officer written orders, so 
to regulate his march as to arrive at the house about mid- 
night, leaving the foot to follow ; and, after posting twenty 
dragoons there, to proceed directly three miles further on, 
to Inverey house, in which a number of Dundee's officers 
were said to be hospitably entertained by Farquharson, 
laird of that place. 

This enterprise, so judiciously planned, was frustrated 
by disobedience of orders, followed by egregious blundering 
and mismanagement, on the part of those intrusted with 
its execution. They arrived in good time at the point of 
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destination, but, instead of proceeding, according to their 
instructions, immediately to Inverey, they lingered at Brae- 
mar house to refresh their horses ; and thus, before reaching 
their ultimate point, were surprised by day-light, and missed 
their prey. Inverey and his guests having escaped in their 
shirts to a neighbouring wood, the assailants returned to 
the house of Braemar, where they most unaccountably laid 
themselves down quietly to sleep about the doors — leaving 
their horses to graze in the fields. While they were thus 
indulging in repose, Inverey, not finding himself pursued, 
and knowing the localities, watched his opportunity, as- 
cended some rocks behind the house, remarkable for rever- 
berating sounds, and fired off a few musket shots, which, 
re-echoing from rock to rock, roused the men from their 
slumbers, and frightened their horses. Retreating in con- 
fusion towards the foot, they speedily disappeared; and 
Inverey, that he might not be again annoyed by a hostile 
garrison in his neighbourhood, set fire to Braemar house, 
and reduced it to ashes. 

The General, meanwhile, was proceeding towards the 
south with the main body of the detachment, and had got 
some miles in advance, when he was overtaken by an 
express, with tidings of the disgraceful proceedings just 
related. Military men can best estimate the disappointment 
and mortification they excited in his breast. On public and 
private grounds, he felt the most intense anxiety to reach 
the metropolis without delay. The council urged his return 
— the Inverlochy project required immediate attention — he 
had but a day's bread for his detachment — and he himself 
was so exhausted with fatigue of body and anxiety of mind 
that it was with difficulty he could keep his seat on horse- 
back. It is at such moments that the influence of religion 
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on the character is most clearly manifested; and General 
Mackay's religion was not of the inoperative kind ; it per- 
vaded the whole man, subdued a temper naturally warm 
and impetuous, and kept his passions under due restraint. 

Without betraying any symptoms of irritation, he made 
a halt, and turned aside to redress this little disorder, as 
he terms it, foreseeing that the enemy would magnify it 
into an affair of great importance. The person chiefly to 
blame was the senior officer of the detachment, who was 
an English captain of dragoons, and a stranger; the next 
in command was that excellent youth, the Master of Forbes, 
who had so often signalized his zeal for the service. 
The General, therefore, judged this not a fit season to 
examine too minutely the causes of the failure, and re- 
solved to pass it over in silence for the present. He 
commenced his retrograde march in the afternoon, con- 
tinued it all night, and at ten next morning joined the 
sixty foot he had destined for the garrison of Braemar 
house, together with the horse and dragoons; and as an 
act of severe, but just and necessary retaliation, burnt the 
house of Inverey. He then descended Dee side to Aber- 
geldie, and placed a garrison there of seventy-two men, 
" which small number," he observes, " kept a thousand 
from doing any considerable prejudice to the government." 

The General arrived at Edinburgh about the 1st of 
July, and found that the castle had, on the 13th of the 
preceding month, been surrendered by the Duke of Gor- 
don to Major-General Sir John Lanier. Previously to 
the departure of the commander-in-chief for the north, 
the convention had come to the bold and decisive vote 
of forfeiture against King James, and settled the crown 
on ^William and Mary ; whose authority was henceforth 
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universally acknowledged in the southern half of the 
kingdom. In the north, it met with opposition, which, 
however, by the blessing of God on the honest and inde- 
fatigable exertions of Mackay, was so far overcome in the 
north-eastern shires, that no further open resistance was to 
be apprehended in that quarter. 

The convention was now turned into a parliament, 
which ratified its own proceedings in its character of con- 
vention, and nothing seemed wanting to complete the 
establishment of the new sovereigns but the expulsion of 
Dundee from the north-west Highlands ; to the accomplish- 
ment of which object the General directed all the energies 
of his mind. The demon of discord broke out in the 
parliament, even among friends to the revolution; and 
in the council there were found traitors, who revealed to 
the enemy its most secret deliberations. Hence the hands 
of government were paralyzed, and tardiness, indecision, 
and imbecility, characterized its measures. The Inverlochy 
project, which the. General communicated from Inverness 
to the Duke of Hamilton and the council, seemed to meet 
with their approbation, and yet the necessary preparations 
for carrying it into execution, which he expected to find 
completed on his return to the metropolis, were scarcely 
begun. Instead, therefore, of immediately commencing 
his march towards the Highlands, as he proposed, he 
was detained, for want of the requisite equipments, a pri- 
soner, as it were, during three weeks, in Edinburgh; 
While, in the meantime, he had the mortification to learn 
that Dundee expected shortly to be joined by five hundred 
auxiliaries from Ireland, and would in all probability soon 
invade the low country. 

Under these circumstances, the General judged it pru- 
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dent to abandon all thoughts of Inverlochy for that season, 
and limit his views to watching the motions of Dundee 
and checking his further progress towards the south, in 
the hope of being able to accomplish his ulterior objects 
the following year. It had been evident for some time 
that the Marquis of Athole had falsified his engagements 
to the General, and that Ballechin, his chamberlain, in 
still retaining forcible possession of Blair castle (the key 
of the Highlands) acted either by positive orders from 
his lord, or with his connivance. On this account, the 
General's first object was to endeavour to wrest that for- 
tress out of the hands of Ballechin, and place a garrison 
there, as a barrier against Dundee. 

Having about this time learned from Lord Murray 
that Ballechin had supplanted him in all influence and 
authority over his father's vassals, and even refused him 
access to his father's house, the General earnestly re- 
commended to his lordship to proceed to Blair without 
delay, and make one vigorous effort more to dislodge 
Ballechin, or at all events to prevent the people of Athole 
from openly declaring for Dundee; assuring him that he 
should himself soon follow with his whole force. Murray 
accordingly repaired to Athole, but found Ballechin im- 
moveably established in the castle, and therefore, to pre- 
vent its being furnished with supplies, blockaded it with 
two or three hundred men, whom he gained over to his 
side. The expulsion of Ballechin appeared to the General 
an object of such importance, that he would have under- 
taken it in person, had he not reason to fear that his ab- 
sence from the council-board, at the so critical a juncture, 
might risk the failure of his whole design. He therefore 

lived not to stir from Edinburgh, till he should obtain 
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from the council a supply of stores and provisions sufficient 
at least for the commencement of his expedition. 

At length he succeeded, by dint of perseverance and 
personal exertion, and forwarded the supplies thus ob- 
tained to Perth, which he fixed on as the place of general 
rendezvous. There, also, he ordered the largest force that 
could be spared from other duties to assemble, and followed 
it himself, by the way of Stirling, on the 22d of July, 
to visit the castle, which he had not yet seen, and inspect 
the troops quartered in the neighbourhood. From Stirling 
he wrote, under date of the 24th July, to Lord Melville, 
secretary of state for Scotland, resident in London, in these 
terms : — " I am thus far towards the Highlands ; it is not 
an easy commission the King has given me — to keep a 
kingdom peaceable, when there is so much division even 
betwixt such as love the present government, that it hin- 
ders the necessary expedition of those things which, in my 
judgment, press most. I am afraid to be straitened for 
provisions in this expedition ; therefore, if I cannot effectuate 
what I project, with God's assistance (upon whose pro- 
vidence I rest more than any direction or conduct of mine)*, 
it shall not be my fault ; for I am determined, God willing, 
not to spare my pains nor my life (which is all I have to 
venture) for the advancement of so just a cause." 

He found at Stirling two troops of horse and four of 
dragoons, which he ordered to follow him to Perth with 
all possible speed. Arriving at the latter town on the 
evening of the 24th, he devoted the following day to re- 
viewing the troops stationed in that vicinity, and destined 
for his expedition. 

It is worthy of remark, that the historians of this 
eventful period, from Balcarras down even to our own 
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times, are for the most part either avowed Jacobites, or, 
to say the least, so tinctured with Jacobite principles or 
prejudices, as unconsciously, perhaps, to give a colouring 
to their narratives injurious to the military character of 
General Mackay. This remark is particularly applicable 
to their exaggerated statements of his numbers in the 
memorable battle of Killiecrankie, of which we are now 
to attempt a description. 

, By some writers his numbers are stated at six thousand, 
and by none under four thousand men. The most au- 
thentic, indeed the only authentic statement we have of 
the amount of his force, is derived from the General him- 
self, whose correctness will not be questioned. He says 
expressly* that he took with him "six battalions of foot, 
making at the most three thousand men, with four troops 
of horse and as many of dragoons, new levies for that ex- . 
pedition." f He afterwards specifies the battalions of 

* Memoirs, p. 40. 

+ It is impossible not to feel some surprise that, with this authentic 
narrative before him, and without producing any evidence to invalidate 
it, so respectable a writer as the late gallant and philanthropic Major- 
General Stewart of Garth, should reckon Mackay's force at nine bat- 
talions of infantry, and two regiments of horse. See " Sketches," 
vol. i., p. 67. In the former he includes the Scottish fusileers (now the 
21st) and Sir James Leslie's (the 15th.) General Mackay mentions 
two hundred fnsileers, picked men from the Dutch Brigade, whom he 
placed on a rising ground, under the command of LieutenantrColonel 
Lauder, and these General Stewart inadvertently takes for the Scottish 
fusileer regiment, which is never mentioned from one end of Mackay's 
Memoirs to the other, and which consequently could not have been in 
this action. Sir James Leslie's (the 15th), he expressly says (Memoirs, 
p. 40), were left with Sir Thomas Livingstone at Inverness. The two 
regiments of horse mentioned by General Stewart, it is evident from 
what has already been stated, were no other than Annandale's and 
Belhaven's troops, not regiments of horse. 
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foot and troops of horse he had with him/ viz., his own, 
Balfour's, and Ramsay's regiment, all Dutch foot; Hastings' 
(the 13th), an English regiment; Leven'sf (the 25th) 
and Kenmore's, both newly raised and incomplete. The 
troops of horse were Annandale's and Belhaven's ; the 
other two, with the four troops of dragoons ordered to 
follow from Stirling, did not overtake him. The two 
Scottish regiments of foot, as well as the horse, were not 
only new levies, but were also commanded by noblemen 
and gentlemen wholly destitute of military experience, and 
selected for their respective commands solely on account 
of their power of raising men. Little more, therefore, 
than one half of the whole number could with any pro- 
priety be said to be disciplined, though by these writers 
they are all represented as veteran troops. 

The accounts the General received at Perth of Dundee's 
growing numbers, filled him with perplexity, which was 
increased by the non-arrival of the six troops ordered to 
follow him from Stirling. He now experienced a renewal 
of those difficulties by which he had been so much ha- 
rassed a few weeks before on his northern campaign, and 
saw himself reduced to a dilemma which left him but a 
choice of evils. A due proportion of cavalry he deemed 
essential to the success of his enterprise ; and in this force 
he was weak, having with him only two troops of horse, 
and these raw and inefficient. On the one hand, there- 
fore, if he marched on directly without waiting for his 
reinforcements, he must expect to be greatly outnumbered 
in horse by the enemy. If, on the other, he waited for 

* Page 47. 

+ Of Leven's and Hastings' he left three hundred at Inverness. 
Memoirs, p. 40. 
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the junction of the six troops from Stirling, Dundee would 
enter, without opposition, the country of Athole, where 
he would speedily he joined by reinforcements, both of 
horse and foot, from Angus and Mearns and all the dis- 
affected districts in the south. To obviate such tremendous 
evils, he judged it to be his paramount duty to risk a great 
deal, and therefore resolved to proceed towards Athole 
without delay. His cause was that of religion, of liberty, 
and of his oppressed country, in behalf of which he doubted 
not the providence of God would ultimately interpose. 

Next day, Friday the 26th July, the General marched 
with his whole force to Dunkeld, and rested there for the 
night, after sending back strict orders to Perth that the 
six troops from Stirling should follow him with increased 
speed. At midnight, he received an express from Lord 
Murray, communicating intelligence of the arrival of part 
of Dundee's force at Blair that morning, and of his 
having himself, in consequence, been obliged to raise the 
blockade of the castle, and retreat towards the pass of 
Killiecrankie, at the upper end of which he left some of 
his adherents to guard the pass and keep it clear. The 
General, though much pleased with this proof of Murray's 
zeal and attention to the service, had no confidence in his 
guards, and therefore immediately detached Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lauder, with two hundred fusileers, picked men 
from the Dutch regiments, to strengthen, or replace them, 
according to circumstances. At day-break, on Saturday 
the 27th July, he resumed his ill-fated march towards the 
pass, and a little below it met with Murray, who accounted 
for the small retinue with which he was attended, by stating 
that his few adherents followed the rest of the country 
people to the hills with their cattle, according to the custom 
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of the country on the approach of hostile armies. With 
this explanation the General was satisfied, having never 
expected more from Murray than that he should prevent 
his people from openly joining the standard of Dundee. 
Some of the most zealous friends of government about 
Edinburgh doubted the fidelity of this young lord, sus- 
pecting him to be in league with his father; but the 
General, though at first he lent an ear to these suspicions, 
was now convinced of their being groundless, and lost no 
opportunity of doing justice to Murray's good faith. 

At ten o'clock in the morning Mackay reached the 
lower end of the pass; when, having come to a halt, he 
despatched the lieutenant-colonel of Leven's regiment, with 
two hundred men, to reinforce Lauder, with orders to send 
back intelligence of the enemy's movements. After giving 
his men two hours for refreshment, and receiving a report 
from Lauder that the pass was clear, he recommenced his 
march at twelve, and entered the pass, his troops being 
disposed in the following order, viz. : Balfour's, Ramsay's, 
and Kenmore's battalions first; then Belhaven's troop of 
horse, followed by Leven's regiment, and the General's 
own, commanded by his brother, Lieutenant-Colonel James 
Mackay; next came the baggage-horses, about one thou- 
sand two hundred in number; last of all, Annandale's troop 
of horse, commanded in his lordship's absence by a young 
lieutenant; and Hastings' foot, which had been left for 
the protection of the baggage, brought up the rear. The 
pass extended from two to three English miles in length 
along the east bank of the river Garry, and the road was 
extremely narrow, confined between a range of craggy 
precipices on one hand, and on the other the river tumbled 
down from rock to rock, on a level, for the most part, 
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considerably lower than the road. A handful of men, 
provided with a sufficiency of stones, and stationed at inter- 
vals on the summits of these precipices, might with ease 
impede the progress of an army. On this account, some 
have wondered that a commander so vigilant and active 
as Dundee should have neglected this method of annoy- 
ing his enemy. Whether he had it in his power will 
hereafter come under consideration. 

The General, having met with no opposition in his pro- 
gress through the pass, and having seen his rear fairly 
out of it, rode forward to examine the ground beyond 
it, and, if within reach, to view the position of the enemy. 
But, before proceeding further with the movements on 
the side of Mackay, it will be proper that we return to 
Dundee, who, it will be remembered, when driven from 
the low country, betook himself for the third time to the 
wilds of Lochaber. There he had remained ever since, 
preparing for another descent, with an increased force, to 
the Lowlands, and anxiously looking for his promised suc- 
cours from Ireland. These at length arrived, to the number 
of five hundred, under the command of Brigadier-General 
Cannon. He had taken the field in the previous campaign 
with only two thousand Highlanders, but with the hope 
of being followed by one thousand more. On the present 
occasion, after having exhausted all his powers of persua- 
sion on the Lochaber men, he could prevail on no more 
than the original number of two thousand to turn out 
in his favour. Whatever might be said of the attachment 
of the Highland gentry to the cause of King James, 
Dundee could scarcely now disguise from himself the fact, 
that the lower ranks of the Gael were influenced by the 
sordid motive of gain, and that if he found his popularity 
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somewhat abated, it was owing to his endeavours to restrain 
their plundering propensity. Be this as it may, he quitted 
the country, as has been stated, at the head of only two 
thousand Highlanders and five hundred Irish, all equally 
animated with the hope of rioting on the spoils of the 
Lowlanders. 

The Lairds of Blair and Pollock — the two unfortunate 
gentlemen mentioned as having been carried about in an 
ungenerous triumph by Dundee during the whole of the 
last campaign — were still detained in custody. Both were 
men of high birth and connections, both were married, and 
had families at home; yet they were dragged about like 
felons, in this ignominious manner, for no other reason 
than that they served with fidelity a sovereign to whom 
they had sworn allegiance. Tired of entertaining them 
any longer, either as prisoners or guests, Dundee, before 
his final departure from Lochaber, sent them to Doward 
castle, in the island of Mull, where they were treated 
with such barbarity, that Blair died in consequence, 
a few weeks afterwards; Pollock did not recover his 
liberty until King William's government was finally esta- 
blished. 

In Badenoch, Dundee hoped to have been joined by 
the Laird of Clunie, chief of the Macphersons, and by 
some minor chiefs in that neighbourhood, who had been 
restrained, by their fear only, from declaring in his favour ; 
and he had also some hopes of assistance from the more 
powerful but distant clans of Fraser and Mackenzie. Such, 
however, was the effect of the garrisons planted at Inver- 
ness and Ruthven castle, and of the other judicious mea- 
sures adopted by Mackay before his departure from this 
country — that none of these clans, great or small, ventured, 
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from this period, to join Dundee, or give further trouble 
to the government. After lingering for some days to no 
purpose in Badenoch, the viscount lost all patience, and 
proceeded on his march towards Blair castle. He arrived 
there with his main body on the same morning (27th 
July), and from circumstances it is probable about the 
very hour that Mackay was entering the pass of KiHie- 
crankie. His army consisted of the Irish Brigade, and of 
Macdonalds, Stewarts, Catnerons, and Macleans, together 
with stragglers from various other clans. The privates 
were, as already observed, men of predatory habits, whom, 
as they served without regular pay, it was not only diffi- 
cult, but perhaps even unreasonable, to restrain from plun- 
dering for a subsistence; and who, without such licence, 
could not be kept together for any length of time. Of 
the officers, many were gentlemen of birth and education ; 
some had seen service on the continent; a few even in 
the Scottish Brigade; and they were in general men of 
high military spirit, who joined Dundee from pure affec- 
tion to his cause, and from a mistaken principle of loyalty 
to a prince whom, though he had violated the fundamental 
laws and endeavoured to subvert the established religion 
and liberties of their country, they, nevertheless, consi- 
dered their legitimate sovereign. 

Having learned, at Blair, that Mackay had sent an ad- 
vanced party, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
feauder, to guard the entrance to the pass, Dundee de- 
tached Sir Alexander Maclean, with four hundred men, to 
oppose them : but, being afterwards informed that Mackay 
had entered the pass with his whole force, he judged it 
expedient to proceed thither himself, with his main body. 
Instead, however, of following the direct road from Blair 
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castle, he turned to the left at Glen Tilt, and making a 
detour round the hill behind Lude castle,* went on, gra- 
dually ascending, till he gained an elevated position near 
Urrard house, from whence he perceived Mackay preparing 
for battle on a piece of level ground below. Dundee, after 
surveying the enemy's lines, drew up his men in the fol- 
lowing order : — On the right, he placed Sir John Maclean 
with his regiment of two battalions ; on the left, Sir John 
Macdonald's regiment, commanded by his son, together 
with Sir George Berkley. The main body was composed 
of four battalions, being the clans of Lochiel, Glengarry, 
and Clanronald, respectively, with the Irish regiment, and 
a troop of horse commanded by Sir William Wallace. Be- 
sides these, Dundee had his own original body of horse, 
which, although recruited on his irruption from Lochaber 
into the low country, must by this time have been much 
reduced by hard service and want of forage. He had 
also a number of Highland gentlemen, well mounted and 
thoroughly acquainted with cavalry service. 

Mackay having, as already mentioned, cleared the pass, 
halted with the greater part of his force on a low field 
near the river, till the rest came up. He despatched 
Lieutenant- Colonel Lauder with the two hundred fusileers 
to an eminence in front, to watch the motions of the 
enemy, while he hjmself examined the intermediate ground 
and chose the field of battle. Lauder reported that small 
parties of the enemy were advancing by the direct road 
from Blair, but that Dundee, with the main body, had 
taken a sweep round the hill, and might be expected 
shortly to appear on the heights to the right. This coin- 
ciding with his own observations, the General became 
apprehensive that, if he continued on the haugh or flat 
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below, the elevated position of the Highlanders might 
enable them to force his men over the bank into the river, 
in the heat and confusion of battle. To prevent this, 
he removed his men to a higher piece of ground, of suf- 
ficient extent to admit of their being ranged in order of 
battle, and which, after due examination, he judged "fair 
enough to receive, though not to attack the enemy on it." 
He ordered every battalion to form, by what he calls a 
"quart de conversion" to the right, upon the ground on 
which they stood, and ascend the hill without changmg 
their order of march. Having seen the five battalions 
advance up the hill before his face, he ordered Brigadier 
Balfour's, as the leading battalion, to take post to the 
left, and the rest in the order already mentioned. He then 
made a short speech to his men, addressing each battalion 
in terms suited to their respective composition and cha- 
racter, and earnestly recommended to all to stand firm in 
their ranks, assuring them that, if they did so, they should 
soon see the Highlanders turn their backs, but if, on the 
contrary, they suffered their line to be broken, they were 
undone ; and concluded with a few short and appropriate 
religious admonitions to all. The enemy, from their 
elevated position, having a full view of the General as 
he moved along the line, fired several running shots, which 
missed him, but wounded many by his side. In order 
to get a surer aim, they took possession of some houses 
on the brow of the hill, and in front of their left wing, 
which induced the General to direct his brother, lieutenant- 
Colonel Mackay, to detach a captain with some firelocks 
to dislodge them. The officer selected by the Iietenant- 
colonel for this service, was his nephew, Captain the Ho- 
nourable Robert Mackay, who accordingly executed it with 
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great promptitude and gallantry, killing or wounding some, 
and chasing the rest back to the main body. The General 
dreaded a night attack, and still more a night retreat, 
one-third of his men being young soldiers, who had never 
Been the face of an enemy in the field, and even the disci- 
plined portion being unaccustomed to the Highland mode of 
fighting. He therefore felt anxious to bring on the action 
with the daylight, and hoped Captain Mackay's skirmish 
would have this effect ; in which being disappointed, he tried 
various expedients to provoke the enemy to fight, but all 
in vain ; Dundee was not to be diverted from his purpose, 
which was evidently to spin out the time till near sunset. 
During two tedious hours of a bright summer evening, 
both armies stood still, looking at each other. It was not, 
therefore, without the most intense anxiety, that Mackay 
beheld the sun sinking towards the horizon; and just as 
this feeling was wound up to its highest pitch, about half 
an hour before sunset, he perceived the Highlanders moving 
slowly down the hill, barefooted, and stripped to their shirts. 
As they descended they quickened their pace, at the same 
time uttering a yell, 

" So loud and dread, 
That ne'er were sounds so full of woe." 

Being drawn up in clans, with little attention to order 
or regularity, their fire made but a slight impression 
on Mackay's men, who, marshalled in line, according to 
the strictest rules of discipline then practised, reserved 
their fire till within a few paces of the enemy, when they 
poured it into his breast. By discharging in platoons, 
they were enabled to take a steady aim, and thus their 
fire told with dreadful effect on the thick and disorderly 
masses opposed to them. 

G 
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At the commencement of the engagement, and for some 
minutes after (for the whole lasted but a few minutes), the 
advantage was at least six to one on the side of Mackay; 
but when the Highlanders, after discharging their pieces, 
threw them away, according to custom, and drew their 
broad- swords, they took ample revenge. The most ro- 
bust among them using the two-handed sword, gave what 
further impetus a savage ferocity could add to the force of 
this destructive weapon. They were down upon Mackay's 
men before these had time, after a discharge, to fix their 
bayonets, which, at that period, were awkwardly attached 
to the musket. To remedy this defect, the General invented 
a method,* not materially different from that still in use, 
which saves time, and enables the soldier to fire with his 
bayonet fixed. 

Marvellous tales of the great muscular strength and 
personal prowess of the Highlanders, more resembling 
the fabulous exploits of the heroes and demigods of an- 
tiquity than the sober realities of history, have been 
handed down to us by the Jacobite writers of the period. 
Limbs lopped off, heads cleft in two, and bodies cut asun- 
der by a single stroke of the tremendous two-handed sword, 
are among the deeds recorded of this day. If we reject 
such exaggerations as utterly unworthy of credit, enough 
will still remain to establish the extraordinary achieve- 
ments of Highlanders in the field of battle, as exemplified 
on this occasion. The novelty of their dress, or undress, 
their ferocious aspect, and the hideous yell with which 
they advanced, struck Mackay's troops with such a sud- 
den panic, as even the oldest soldier among them could 
not withstand. In a few minutes they fell into confusion, 

* Memoirs, p. 52. 
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and gave way; and the line, according to the General's 
prediction, once broken, decided the fate of the] day. 

Owing to some unexplained cause, the veteran Balfour's 
battalion did not fire a shot, and but one half of Ramsay's 
was engaged. The brunt of the action fell on the centre 
and right wing, more especially on Mackay's own batta- 
lion, against which a dead set seemed to have been made 
by the Macdonalds, some of whom had formerly served 
with them in Holland. On this occasion the Macdonalds 
formed the left wing of the enemy, and appear to have 
felt a high degree of excitement on finding themselves 
opposed to their ancient comrades, who, on their part, 
were not wanting in a corresponding emotion; and both, 
therefore, exerted themselves to the utmost. By the fire 
of Mackay's regiment, Dundee and several of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of the name of Macdonald were killed, 
according to the accounts of their own party.* Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mackay, deserted by his men, was cut down 
by the merciless broad-sword, while endeavouring to rally 
them, in which he was nobly seconded by his young 
nephew, Captain the Honourable Robert Mackay. Be- 
sides the lieutenant-colonel, two captains and five subal- 
terns of the Mackay regiment were killed, and two captains 
left wounded on the field. Balfour was also abandoned by 
his men, and slain. The lieutenant-colonel of Kenmore's, 
a captain of Ramsay's, and many other officers not named, 
shared the same fate. The centre division signalized its 
gallantry; and its youthful commander, the Earl of Leven, 
proved himself a worthy descendant of the veteran Leslie. 
Hastings, also, on the right wing, sustained the reputation 

* Memoirs, p. 265. 
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of tne English lion, but all to no purpose — so far had 
the panic extended. 

The General observing the foot give way, ordered Bel- 
haven's and Annandale's horse to advance, and take the 
enemy in flank, the one on the left, the other on the right. 
Belhaven promptly obeyed, but had scarcely brought his 
men to the front of the line, in order to wheel to the 
left flank, when they also began to give way, and turned 
about. Their example was speedily followed by Ken- 
more's, and one half of Leven's battalion, as well as by 
Annandale's troop on the right. The General, perceiving 
that the cavalry came to a stand, and fired in confusion, 
and that the foot were falling away from him, spurred 
his charger into the thickest ranks of the enemy, hoping 
the cavalry would be piqued to follow his example. All 
was without effect — he was supported only by one of 
his servants,* whose horse was shot under him in advanc- 
ing. Wherever he came, though alone, the enemy made 
way before him ; on which he remarks, " that, if he had 
but fifty resolute horse such as Colchester's with him, he 
had certainly, by all human appearance, recovered the day.f 

Lieutenant- Colonel Lauder, who had been posted with 
two hundred men, the flower of the army, advantageously 
on a rising ground in front, proved as useless as the rest; 
whether through his own fault, or that of his men, does 
not appear; for the General could not scrutinize too 
minutely the failures of the day, as they were unfortu- 
nately too many in number. " Resolution and presence 
of mind in battle," he observes, X " being certainly a sin- 

* The same who afterwards carried him off the field at Steinkirk.] 
+ Memoirs, p. 56. t Memoirs, p. 56. 
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gular mercy of God, he denieth and giveth it when and 
to whom he will; for there are seasons and occasions 
that the most firm and stout-hearted do quake and shake 
for fear. As Solomon saith, ' The wicked flee when none 
pursueth, but the righteous is bold as a lion ;' and though 
all sincere Christians be not resolute, it is because it is 
not their vocation; for I dare be bold to affirm, that no 
truly sincere Christian, trusting in God for strength and 
support, going about his lawful calling, shall be forsaken 
of him, whether military, civil, or ecclesiastic: not that 
sure victory shall always attend good men, or that they 
shall always escape with their lives; for experience doth 
teach the contrary; but that God, upon whom they cast 
their burdens and care, shall so care for them, that they 
shall be preserved from shame and confusion; and that 
they have His promises (by whom are the issues against 
death, and innumerable means inconceivable to us — to 
redress the disorders of our affairs) to support their hope 
and mind in the greatest difficulties." And the General 
confessed that, immediately upon this defeat, and as he 
was marching off the field, " he could not cast his thoughts 
upon any present means to redress his breach, but re- 
commended earnestly unto God to direct his judgment 
and mind to fall upon such methods as the success should 
manifest him to be the chief author thereof/' 

Such were the reflections of this pious soldier, on an 
occasion which put his christian temper and patience to 
a severe test. After a thirty years' course of training 
in the theory and practice of the art of war, under the 
most eminent masters, he had been selected for this com- 
mand; and, after encountering four months of the most 
vexatious opposition from some of his countrymen— op- 

g 3 
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position, which he at length so far subdued as to have 
victory within his grasp — he unexpectedly saw all his ad- 
vantages snatched from him through the cowardice of his 
men, and the misconduct, or want of firmness, of some 
of his officers, on whom he most relied. Instead, however, 
of giving way to censure or complaint, he endeavours to 
palliate or frame excuses for those officers, whom he still 
valued for their former good conduct. 

Having passed unhurt through the crowd of High- 
landers by whom he was surrounded, the General turned 
about to see how matters stood behind him, and was not 
a little surprised to find his left wing had wholly disap- 
peared, and, as it were, in the twinkling of an eye, had 
gone down the hill, mixed pell-mell with the Highlanders, 
who, yielding to their plundering propensity, forthwith made 
for the baggage at the river side. This, in the sequel, 
facilitated the escape of the fugitives. At this sad spec- 
tacle, it may easily be conceived how much he was mortified, 
and ashamed of the cowardice of his troops. It appeared 
to him at first as if he been left alone on the field; but, 
looking farther to the right, he espied a small party of 
red coats, which proved to be the Earl of Leven, with 
some of his officers and men, mixed with a few belonging 
to other regiments. After complimenting his lordship 
and his officers on their steadiness, he recommended to 
them to get their men as soon as possible into condition 
to receive the enemy, whom he expected every moment. 
Meantime, he galloped farther to the right, towards a part 
of Hastings 9 regiment, with which their colonel was re- 
turning to their first ground, having quitted it, as he 
affirmed, to pursue the enemy. 

Captain Mackay presenting himself on horseback at this 
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moment, though he had received eight broad-sword wounds 
on his body, the General despatched him after the run- 
aways, with orders to such of the officers as he could 
meet with, to collect and keep their men together till all 
could be re-united. He then formed a junction between 
Hastings' regiment and the remains of Leven's; but, ob- 
serving that their officers were not able to get the men 
into any order, he visited a garden in the rear, in which 
he thought for a moment of drawing them up, in hope 
of succour. This idea he presently abandoned, fearing 
that, should succour fail, there could be no hope of escape 
by defending such an enclosure. While he was in this 
state of perplexity, Captain Mackay returned, reporting 
that none of those to whom he had spoken paid the least 
attention to him, and that all were now gone clear out 
of sight.* 

Hitherto the General knew nothing of the left wing, 
since the commencement of the action, beyond the mere 
fact of their utter disappearance; and having at this moment 

* The author has in his possession a short MS. account of the Reay 
family, written by John Mackay, Esq., of Tordarroch, who died in 1768, 
in the 64th year of his age, and who, besides relationship, lived in the 
most intimate habits with his contemporaries of the family, and was 
therefore likely to have correct information respecting the battle of Kil- 
liecrankie. Among other things, he states that Captain Robert Mackay, 
third son of John, Lord Reay, having been left for dead on the field of 
battle, was found by Glengarry and his men, who, perceiving life was 
not yet extinguished, had him conveyed on a barn door to the nearest 
hut, where he remained some days, till he could be removed with safety, 
and was then carried to Dunkeld. 

It is, by the way, not a little pleasing to find such an instance of 
humanity in an enemy, for such Glengarry was at that time. From 
this account, coupled with what has been mentioned in the text, on the 
authority of the General's MS., it seems not improbable that Captain 
R. Mackay, after parting with his uncle, the General, fainted, from loss 
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descried some men collecting at the edge of the wood, 
on the left of Balfour, and where Lauder had been posted, 
he rode towards them in the hope of their being part of 
the left wing, who had retired there on the descent of 
the Highlanders. On closer inspection, discovering them 
to be enemies, he slowly returned towards his own men, 
whom he directed to have special care to march off softly, 
without precipitation or disorder; the least indication of 
which would encourage the enemy to attack them. If, 
on the' other hand, they retired steadily, and with appa- 
rent unconcern, the Highlanders, it being now twilight, 
would suppose their numbers greater than they really 
were, and give them no molestation. In this manner he 
led them himself cautiously down the hill, and, crossing 
the river, halted till he saw all his men over, being about 
four hundred in number. Before commencing his retreat, 
he was joined by Belhaven, by his own subalterns, and 
those of Annandale's troop, with some men belonging 
to both, who proved useful as scouts on the subsequent 
march. 

of blood, in consequence of over-exertion with the many and severe 
wounds he had received ; and in this state was found by Glengarry and 
his men. 

He was at this time captain of grenadiers in his uncle's regiment, 
but was afterwards transferred to the Scottish fusileers (21st foot), in 
which, having greatly distinguished himself on various occasions, he rose 
so rapidly, that we find him, in the official army list, appointed colonel 
of that regiment, 13th November, 1696. Having never perfectly reco- 
vered from loss of blood at Killiecrankie, and been repeatedly wounded 
in King William's subsequent wars in Flanders, he fell into a languish- 
ing state, for which he was ordered by his physicians to try the effect 
of his native air. His constitution was, however, so debilitated, that he 
died at Tongue, the seat of his family, in December, 1696, in the 30th 
year of his age. 
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The General's next concern was how to conduct the 
handful of men thus preserved, and lead them in such a 
direction as should best secure their ultimate safety; for 
sauve qui pent, was not his maxim. He felt that, should 
they now be suffered to fall into the hands of the enemy 
through injudicious orders, or any neglect on his part, it 
would at once lower his professional character, and injure 
the- great cause entrusted to his care. ' His officers recom- 
mended, and even urged his immediate return to Perth, 
by the way of Dunkeld; but this route he, without hesi- 
tation, rejected, as it would expose him to the insults of 
his inveterate enemies, the Athole men, and to what, in 
his present defenceless state, he dreaded still more — the 
attacks of Dundee and his horse; for he knew not yet 
that his noble opponent had fallen in the battle.* He 
resolved, therefore, to quit this part of the country, and, 
turning to the right, to strike across the mountains to 
Strathtay, and from thence towards Stirling, by the way 
of Drummond castle, where he had a garrison. The road 
to Strathtay (if road it might be called) he knew to be 
difficult, if not dangerous, for cavalry, but he hoped the 
few horse he had with him would be able singly to extri* 
cate themselves from the bogs and marshes with which 

* Sir John Dalrymple informs us, and that too on the authority of 
Mackay's manuscript, that, on ascending the first eminence, and perceiving 
there was no pursuit, the General said to those around him, that he was 
sure the enemy had lost their General. " Dalrymple' s Memoirs," ii. 89. 
Nothing to this effect is to be found in the Memoirs of General Mackay, 
who, on the contrary, expressly says, p. 00, " that he apprehended more 
the pursuit of Dundee (whom he knew not to have been killed) with his 
horse, than of the Highlanders, whom he knew to be so greedy of plun- 
der, that their general would not get them that night to pursue us." 
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it was obstructed, while, to such a large body as Dundee's 
comparatively was, these presented an insuperable barrier. 

They had not advanced above two miles from the river, 
when they overtook Ramsay, with one hundred and fifty 
of his runaways (as the General calls them), almost with- 
out arms, and in utter dismay, not well knowing where 
they were, or whither they were going. Adding this 
little party to his own, he proceeded towards a hut, in 
which he espied a light, and requested information from the 
inmates as to the localities of the country. They were at 
first thrown into consternation on the appearance of armed 
men. This, however, soon subsided, when the General 
addressed them in their native language, and assured them 
he meant no harm, and should depart as soon as he 
received the information he requested. This being given, 
and compared with his pocket map, he was enabled to 
form a correct idea of the country, and proceeded on his 
march. He then directed his course towards Weem castle, 
the seat of the Laird of Weem, a friendly chief, whose 
son, with one hundred of his clan, had joined him on 
the preceding day.* 

The morning began to dawn as they approached Strath- 
tay, and here the appearance of men in hostile array caused 
fresh alarm. The people of this district taking them for 
the opposite party, of whose habitual depredations they 
stood in great awe, ran to and fro, as if in danger of 
their lives, as well as in fear for their property. Ramsay's 
men being [unarmed, and broken in spirit, were in their 
turn thrown into consternation, and dispersing, would 
have escaped to the hills, had not the General and his 

* Memoirs, p. 61. 
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officers, pistol in hand, threatened and driven them back, 
after in vain trying to convince them that their safety 
consisted in keeping together. Notwithstanding these ex- 
ertions of their officers, one hundred or more made good 
their escape, and, as it was afterwards discovered, were 
knocked on the head and stripped by the men of Strathtay. 
Before morning, the General reached Weem castle, 
where he and his men were hospitably entertained by the 
good old laird, who furnished them with such a hasty 
repast as their numbers, and the shortness of the time, per- 
mitted. He proceeded from thence to Drummond castle, 
through a country in confusion and uproar; and, after a 
short halt, prosecuted his march to Stirling, where he 
arrived on the evening of Monday the 29th July. During 
nearly sixty hours, he had been on horseback without 
sleep, and with but little rest or refreshment, having, 
besides the bodily fatigue which he endured in common 
with his men, been doubtless harassed with cares peculiar 
to his station; for, Christian though he was, it is not to 
be supposed that he could wholly suppress the feelings 
of a soldier, or be indifferent to the obloquy which would 
attach to the name of an unsuccessful .commander; and 
the mortification of his defeat must have been aggravated 
by the recollection of the ancient rivalry betwixt himself 
and his now successful opponent. Yet these private and 
selfish considerations vanished, when viewed in compa- 
rison with the detriment which the noble cause wherein 
he 'was engaged, had suffered, and that, too, it might 
perhaps be alleged, through his misconduct. He was 
supported, however, by the consciousness of having done 
his duty according to the best of his abilities, and firmly 
trusted that God would in due time vindicate His own 
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cause, by substituting more skilful instruments in their 
room, if he judged those at present employed unfit or 
unworthy. 

With such reflections passing in his mind, Mackay 
arrived at Stirling, and there received the first certain 
intelligence of Dundee's death. Here we shall leave him for 
a while, and, returning to the field of battle, inquire into the 
circumstances attending the termination of Dundee's career, 
and which have been falsified or exaggerated by his ad- 
mirers, to heighten the romance of his character and 
increase the stage-effect of his fall. The author would 
rather decline controversy; but cannot, in justice to the 
subject and in conformity with the maxim contained in the 
motto of this work, avoid making a few remarks on the 
closing scene. 

Dundee was undoubtedly the life and soul of his party ; 
and, had he survived the battle, nothing would have been 
wanting to complete his military glory, but a good cause 
and oblivion of his past misdeeds. According to the 
accounts best entitled to credit, he fell early in the battle ; 
while others maintain that he survived it so long as to 
write a letter to King James, communicating the intelli- 
gence of the victory. In proof of the former position, a 
letter is produced from the king; to Stewart of Ballechin, 
dated Dublin castle, 30th November, 1689, that is, four 
months after the battle, when, consequently, the true state 
of the facts could not fail to be known. In this letter, his 
majesty alludes to the loss sustained by the death of 
Dundee, "at your entrance into actum"* The latter 
opinion is founded on the letter pretended to have been 

* See " Stewart's Sketches," " Balcarras's Memoirs," and " Colliers 
Dictionary." ; 
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written by Dundee to the king, and which, unless we dis- 
regard the best contemporary authorities, can only be con- 
sidered as a clumsy forgery, got up by his blind and 
injudicious admirers.* 

By some it has been, asserted that, if Dundee had lived, 
he would not only have cut off Mackay's retreat, and left 
him not a man to tell the tale, but that he would after- 
wards have marched directly to the capital, and overturned 
the new government. This opinion has been advanced with 
such confidence, and so often copied by one author from 
another, that it has passed into an article of popular belief 
among the Jacobite party. On a closer examination, how- 
ever, it will be found that the condition of the two con- 
tending armies was, after the battle, not so dissimilar as 
would at first sight appear. Of Dundee's force more 
than one-third were slain on the field, to which, adding, 
according to the usual proportion, a greater number of 
wounded, fully two-thirds would be found, at the close of 
the action, hors de combat. The remaining third, be it 
remembered, did not consist of disciplined soldiers accus- 
tomed to obedience, but of ungovernable mountaineers and 
wild Irish, both so addicted to plunder, that, even in the 

* On the supposition of Dundee's letter being genuine, he must have 
breathed his last surrounded by his friends, and doubtless amidst their 
tears and lamentations. Is it then to be supposed that those friends 
would fail to pay to his remains the funeral honours to which he was so 
well entitled by his rank, and by the value of his services to the cause of 
his royal master ? Historians do not mention any such funeral honours ; 
and, from their silence, we may infer that none such were paid. On the 
contrary, there is evidence that his body, after being stripped by his own 
people, was left on the field of battle so long that it could with difficulty 
be recognized, having no mark to distinguish it from that of the meanest 
of his followers. See " Balcarras's Memoirs," p. 108. 

H 
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moment of victory, they could not refrain 5 but, in spite of 
their officers, quitted their ranks, to pounce upon Mackay's 
baggage, and, before morning, were off to the hills with 
their booty. It would be difficult to re-assemble men of 
this stamp, and still more so to bring them back to dis- 
cipline and obedience to their officers. 

A great proportion of Mackay's men, it is true, yielding 
to the impulse of a sudden panic, had turned their backs 
and fled ; but there were among them many brave soldiers, 
who, chafed in their spirit, and burning with indignation 
at their disgrace, would seize the first opportunity to turn 
on their pursuers, and,- if they did not repulse them, would 
at least sell their own lives as dearly as possible. If, there- 
fore, Dundee had survived, he would have had to begin 
the campaign again under the same difficulties as before, 
while the resources of his opponent would have daily gained 
strength, and the vigour and energy of his character would 
have more fully developed themselves. But to return to 
our narrative. 

Notwithstanding the fatigues of the two preceding days, 
the General, before retiring to rest, wrote hasty letters to 
the Duke of Hamilton and Lord Melville, briefly stating 
the principal facts and circumstances of his defeat, and 
promising particulars in a future despatch. He besought 
his grace and his colleagues in council "not to be dis- 
heartened by what had happened, which, with God's] bless- 
ing on the means still left, would speedily be repaired ;" 
he recommended "the setting of men quickly to work to 
stop the consternation of our friends, as well as the hopes 
and pride of our enemies ;" and entreated " that the recent 
disaster might not in the least interrupt the session of par- 
ent." Next morning he inspected the troops quartered 
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in the town and neighbourhood; and soon after had the 
satisfaction of being joined by that excellent officer, Sir 
John Lanier, whom the council had sent to assume the 
chief command at Stirling, in case a report which had 
reached them of the death of the commander-in-chief 
should prove true. He was informed by Lanier of the 
pusillanimous measures agitated in council, on receipt of 
the first intelligence from Killiecrankie, namely, the re- 
moval of the seat of government to the borders, or to 
Glasgow, and the abandonment to the enemy of all the 
country north of the Tay, or even of the Forth. These 
propositions he utterly disapproved of; and the last excited 
his indignation to such a degree, that he instantly re- 
solved, on his own authority and on his own responsibility, 
to reverse it; which resolution he intimated to the council. 

Had Dundee survived, and rapidly marched towards 
Edinburgh, as he would undoubtedly have done, with as 
many of his followers as he could have collected, Mackay 
would in that case have deemed it his duty to follow 
closely in his rear. But the death of the viscount had 
so totally changed the aspect of affairs, as to put an end 
to all apprehensions for the immediate safety of the go- 
vernment. Mackay therefore resolved to adopt a different 
course ; and, instead of proceeding to Edinburgh, returned 
immediately towards Perth, to stop the further progress 
of the Highlanders and overawe the disaffected in the 
ehires of Angus and Mearns. For this purpose he held 
a final review of his troops, on Wednesday morning, in 
Stirling Park; and at two p.m. was in full march on 
the road to Perth, at the head of nearly two thousand 
horse and foot. 
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Success in battle is sometimes the result of what, in 
common parlance, is termed mere accident. A good re- 
treat, though it may be facilitated, can never be produced 
by such a cause, and always argues judgment and skill 
on the part of the commander. During his retreat from 
Killiecrankie, not only judgment and skill, but gallantry 
also, as well as a humane and even fatherly concern for 
the lives of his soldiers, were conspicuous in Mackay. He 
is now to appear in a new point of view, as resuming 
offensive operations within less than forty-eight hours from 
his retreat to Stirling, and displaying a promptitude of 
decision and energy of action rarely equalled, and never, 
perhaps, surpassed in similar circumstances. Yet this 
part of his conduct has been either wholly overlooked, or 
but slightly noticed, by most modern historians. Sir John 
Dalrymple — after exhausting his stores of panegyric on his 
favourite hero, Dundee, and censuring what he thought 
amiss in the military conduct of Mackay — passes over in 
silence all that would do him honour ; and after the battle 
never mentions his name. Laing duly appreciates his cha- 
racter, and bestows on it just, though rather concise, praise. 
Subsequent writers, while they acknowledge praise to be 
due, are all (with one honourable exception) niggardly in 
bestowing it. Chambers, though a Tory writer, and evi- 
dently leaning to the Jacobite side of the question, enters 
more fully than any of his predecessors into the merits 
of Mackay, and does ample justice to his military cha- 
racter. That it may not be supposed the author of these 
sheets has been led, by excessive admiration of his excellent 
relative's character, to overrate his merits, he trusts he 
shall be excused for quoting a passage of some length from 
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the author just mentioned, who cannot be suspected of any 
undue bias. 

"The Revolution party," says Mr. Chambers,* "had 
no cause to complain of the conduct of their own General. 
To do Mackay justice, he had performed all that a good 
leader could have performed under the circumstances, 
and with such troops. When all his efforts were found 
unavailing in battle, he had done what was next to victory 
— performed a masterly retreat with the wreck of his forces. 
His conduct, however, after reaching Stirling, was charac- 
terized by an energy and boldness very different from what 
might have been expected in a beaten general. On arriving 
there, he learned that the convention had given orders to 
the various bodies of troops stationed in the north of Scot- 
land, to draw towards the capital ; and it was intimated to 
himself that, if he could only defend the pass of Stirling, so 
as to prevent the Highlanders from coming south, though 
at the expense of surrendering all the north to them, he 
would be held as doing sufficient duty. This did not 
satisfy Mackay. He knew that the north of Scotland 
could raise an army, far superior in bravery and discipline 
to the south; he also considered that, if they were per- 
mitted to take possession of such towns as Perth, Dundee, 
and Aberdeen, they could assume a face of government, 
and fairly divide the kingdom with his master and mis- 
tress. He thought it far better to hazard a good deal, 
for the sake of restraining the enemy to the hills. Ac- 
cordingly, resolving to march back forthwith to Perth, for 
the purpose of facing them in their expected descent, he 
exerted himself, during the two days following his return 

* " History of the Rebellions in Scotland," p. 116. 
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to Stirling, to collect all the bodies of troops which lay 
within reach. With such alacrity did this excellent soldier 
prosecute his design of marching back against the enemy, 
that, on Wednesday afternoon at two o'clock, less than 
two days after his return from Killiecrankie, he was on 
the high road to Perth with a new army of nearly two 
thousand men. Before that evening he reached a village 
about half way betwixt Stirling and Perth, where he rested 
for a part of the night. Next day, marching towards 
Perth, he experienced great inconvenience from the im- 
possibility of procuring any intelligence of the enemy, all 
the houses by the way being deserted by their inhabitants, 
who were gone in arms to join the Highlanders. As he 
approached a body of about three hundred Highlanders, 
whom Cannon, Dundee's successor, had pushed on in ad- 
vance, he immediately attacked them, and killed one hun- 
dred and twenty, and dispersed or took the rest prisoners. 
An affair," continues Mr. Chambers, "reflecting so much 
discredit on Dundee's successor, and auguring so well of 
Mackay's renewed operations, was generally considered in 
the country as likely to check the progress of the war 
not a little. Accordingly, from this moment, the friends of 
the reformed government were inspired with fresh hopes." 

In ordinary circumstances, this affair would have been 
viewed in no other light then as a casual rencounter be- 
tween two hostile detachments, which could not be supposed 
to lead to any material consequences. Very different, how- 
ever, was the result in this case. It revived the drooping 
spirits of the new government and their friends ; it fixed the 
wavering, and inspired the timid with courage. Dundee, 
the idol of his friends and the terror of his enemies, whom, 
but a few days before, the latter every moment dreaded 
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to see at their gates, was now no more; while his rival, 
Mackay, falsely reported to be numbered among the dead, 
was still alive, at the head of a victorious army, and hailed 
by his friends as their deliverer. The effect of this altered 
state of affairs on the mind of Mackay himself, the pious 
reader alone can fully appreciate. He communicated the 
tidings to the council by an appropriate messenger, Lord 
Belhaven, his own companion in arms and the cousin of 
his grace the high commissioner; nor did the tidings lose 
aught of their effect on the public mind by the rank and 
character of the bearer. 

Notwithstanding this partial success, the General now 
found his resources too much impaired, and the season 
too far advanced, to resume the Inverlochy project, or to 
undertake any other enterprise of importance, during the 
few remaining months of the year. He therefore resolved 
to limit his views to the securing of the low country against 
the incursions of the mountaineers, and for this purpose 
again fixed his head-quarters at Perth, as a central posi- 
tion, from which to observe the motions of the enemy, 
till he could collect a sufficient force to oppose them. 
He ordered Sir John Lanier to join him, with two regi- 
ments of horse from England; he directed Sir Thomas 
Livingstone to hold himself in readiness to march at the 
shortest notice to Aberdeen ; and made such other dis- 
positions as would ensure the more speedy concentration 
of his force, should that measure be required. 

With all Dundee's influence over the Highlanders, 
he never was able to assemble more than two thousand 
of their number at any given point; yet Cannon, though 
a stranger to their habits, and of a character infinitely 
less attractive, was] now at the head of a mixed body of 
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above four thousand men, Highlanders and Irish. The 
exact proportion of each cannot now be ascertained, but it 
seems probable that at least three-fourths were composed of 
the remains of Dundee's army and fresh levies of High- 
landers,* and that the rest were Irish. How this feeble 
commander was enabled to draw so many Highlanders 
to his standard, seems a mystery, which the spoils of Kil- 
liecrankie, together with those expected from the ensuing 
campaign, may go far to explain ; but if this was the mag- 
netic force that attracted the Highlanders, they were 
miserably disappointed, as will appear in the sequel. 

Cannon, disheartened by the check he sustained near 
Perth, and perceiving that, notwithstanding his superiority 
of numbers, he could make no impression on Mackay 
in that quarter, resolved to try his fortune in another. 
Decamping suddenly from Dunkeld, he turned round 
towards the north by the way of Blairgowrie, keeping 
near the Grampians, his force being composed almost 
wholly of foot. Mackay, without waiting for his expected 
reinforcements, followed in his rear with fourteen hun- 
dred horse, leaving his foot behind for the sake of greater 
despatch, and pursued his march, skirting the plains 
along the bottom of the hills. In this manner both par- 
ties moved in parrallel directions towards Aberdeen, neither 
of the two evincing a disposition to quit his 'vantage 
ground, in order to attack the other. 'Arrived at Aber- 
deen, Mackay was welcomed with joy by the majority of 
the inhabitants, who were led to believe the Highlanders 
would be in their town that very night. 

* Macgregortf, Frasers, M'Farlanes, and the Gordons of Strathdon 
and Glenlivet, joined Cannon in the heights of Braemar. 
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Here he received an express from his faithful friend, 
the Master of Forbes, informing him that Cannon had 
taken np a strong position on his father's grounds, where 
he had the Highlanders at his back, a wood to cover 
him, and free communication with his friends in the low 
countries of Aberdeen and Banff. 

This intelligence made the General anxious for the safety 
of the garrison he had left in the castle of Abergeldie, 
which, should it fall into the enemy's hands; would enable 
him to turn with equal convenience and prospect of success 
either towards Inverness 'or Aberdeen. He therefore sent 
an express to Sir Thomas Livingstone, ordering him to 
leave the command of the troops about Inverness to Sir 
James Leslie, and immediately repair with his regiment 
of dragoons to Strathbogie. At the same time, he wrote 
to Sir John Lanier, to despatch Hayford's regiment from 
Forfar to Aberdeen ; and with these additions to his pre* 
sent force, he trusted he should be able to keep the enemy 
in check, if not wholly to defeat his designs. In the mean- 
time, he was subjected to a renewal of those fatiguing 
marches and countermarches, by which he had been so 
much harassed some months before. He was kept per- 
petually in motion by day, and during the night lay in 
the fields with his men in a body, not judging it safe to 
separate them. The country people being attached to 
the opposite interest, he had no confidence in their reports, 
and was therefore continually obliged to send out small 
parties during the night, as if they had been in an enemy's 
country, to procure intelligence. 

Livingstone and Hayford having arrived at their re- 
spective destinations, the General resolved to present a 
bolder front to the enemy than he had hitherto been able 
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to show ; and, with this view, despatched Sir George Gor- 
don of Edinglassie, on two succeeding days, and by differ- 
ent routes, with one hundred dragoons, to reconnoitre his 
position. This officer reported that the. position was so 
surrounded by hills on one hand, and by woods or bogs 
and marshes on the other, as to be inaccessible to horse. 
The General was therefore obliged to abandon his design, 
but consoled himself with the hope that want of provisions 
would, by compelling the enemy to quit his stronghold, 
soon terminate this desultory and inconclusive warfare. 
The event justified , his expectation ; for Cannon, a few 
days after, retreated over the mountains into the shires 
of Mearn8 and Angus, by paths inaccessible to horse. 
He gave notice of Cannon's motions to Lanier, who, being 
provided with foot as well as horse, was prepared to give 
the enemy a warm reception, wheresoever he might en- 
counter him. 

How Cannon was enabled, during almost a month, 
to procure subsistence, in such a country, for an army 
of four thousand men, seems difficult to conceive; yet 
that such were his numbers is more than once affirmed 
by Mackay, and not denied by any writer of the adverse 
party. 

At Strathbogie the General, having had some leisure, 
for the first time since he left Killiecrankie, employed it 
in drawing up a narrative of the battle, and transmitted 
it to Lord Melville. It has already been more minutely 
detailed in the foregoing pages ; but, as the reader will 
probably be desirous of pursuing the General's modest re- 
cital in his own words, it is inserted in the Appendix. Com- 
manders in those days had not the aid of a regular staff, 
such as the improved methods of carrying on war in modern 
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times have provided. Mackay, having neither adjutant, nor 
quartermaster-general, nor aides-de-camp, was obliged to 
conduct the details of the army by means of orders ema- 
nating directly from himself, which must have added in 
no small degree to the labour and difficulties of his situ- 
ation.* 

About the middle of August, the General received a 
letter from the council, expressing their wish that he should 
forthwith dislodge the enemy from Blair castle, and Finlarig, 
the seat of the Earl of Breadalbane, and place garrisons 
there. He replied, that he could not quit his present po- 
sition while the enemy continued together in such a for- 
midable body ; and that, as the service they proposed was 
of less immediate urgency, it had better be deferred for 
the present. If, however, their lordships continued bent 
on the project, he added, that they had only to issue their 
orders to Sir John Lanier, who commanded at Forfar, and 
who, after making the previous arrangements that might be 
necessary, would carry their orders into effect. 

Instead, however, of adopting this prudent and regular 
course, the council, without further inquiry or communi- 
cation with either of the two generals, thought proper to 
send a mandate to the Earl of Angus's, or Cameronian, regi- 
ment^ to march to Dunkeld, and remain there till further 

* See Mackay *s Letters to Lord Melville about Colonel Hill. Me- 
moirs, p. 320. 

+ So denominated, from the Cameronians, a religions sect, which, 
about the year 1680, separated from the main body of the covenanters, 
and took its name from that of its leader, Richard Cameron, a noted 
field-preacher of those times. By this sect the Cameronian regiment was 
raised, and it was at first exclusively composed of its adherents. They 
professed great strictness of religious principle, and maintained a corre- 
sponding purity of moral conduct ; but, as they held certain opinions on 
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orders. Nothing could be more rash than such a step ; for, 
besides the irregularity of sending an order to the com- 
manding officer of a regiment, without the knowledge of 
his immediate superior, the general of the district — it was 
contrary to the most obvious maxims of prudence, as well 
as military discipline. The village of Dunkeld was open 
and defenceless, situated in the entrance to the Highlands, 
at the Marquis of Athole's gate, and in the immediate 
vicinity of his people, who were the implacable enemies of 
this regiment in particular, as well as of the cause which 
they served. The village was, moreover, fifteen miles dis- 
tant from either Perth or Cupar of Angus — the two nearest 
military stations from which aid could be expected in case 
of need. 

The Cameronians obeyed, unconscious of danger, being 
led, as it were, like so many sheep to the slaughter. They 
arrived at Dunkeld, to the number of seven or eight hun- 
dred, under the command of Lieutenant- Colonel Cleland, 
on the evening of Saturday the 17th August, and took 
up their quarters in the houses of the village, or lay on 
their arms in the streets, during the night. On Sunday, 
the Highlanders began to appear on the neighbouring hills, 

the subject of government, which the General deemed incompatible with 
military subordination, he never availed himself of their services without 
urgent necessity. He therefore recommended to King William to remove 
them from their own country and employ them in Flanders, where, by 
mixing them with other troops, they would gradually correct their narrow 
notions. The king adopted the suggestion, and with the happiest results; 
for, during all his subsequent wars, no regiment in the service was more 
distinguished than the Cameronians, for exact discipline and gallantry 
in the field, as well as for correct moral and religious conduct — See 
Crichton's interesting " Life of Blackadder," the brave and pious liente- 
nant-colonel of this regiment 
% 
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and continued to gather during the two following days, after 
being joined by Cannon, until they numbered four or five 
thousand men. Lord Cardross* arrived at the same time, 
with three troops of dragoons and two of horse, having 
been detached by Colonel Ramsay in aid of the Camero- 
nians; but, being afterwards peremptorily recalled by 
that officer, he reluctantly returned to Perth, — thus leav- 
ing the Cameronians, in all human probability, devoted to 
destruction. Nor was this all; Lanier being ordered by 
the council to put himself at the head of the force destined 
to act against Blair castle, advanced to Cupar of Angus 
in his way, and there met an express from Ramsay, in- 

* John, seventh Earl of Marr, lord high treasurer of Scotland, being 
in great favour with James VI., was, in 1606, created by him Lord Card- 
ross, with remainder to his third son, Henry, who accordingly succeeded 
the 'earl as Lord Cardross, in 1635, and was father of Henry, the second 
Lord Cardross, mentioned in the text. This lord was educated in the 
love of liberty and the strictest principles of religion, by which his family 
was distinguished. Becoming obnoxious to the tyrannical government 
of Charles II., on account of the protection he afforded to oppressed 
presbyterian ministers, he was heavily fined, and imprisoned from 1675 
to 1679. After his release, he was still exposed to such continual vexa- 
tions, that he fled for refuge to Carolina, where he founded a colony. 
This being destroyed by the Spaniards, he returned to Europe, and took 
shelter in Holland, with many of his persecuted countrymen. In 1688 
he accompanied the Prince of Orange to Britain ; raised a regiment of 
dragoons, at the head of which he served, as above mentioned; and 
obtained from the Scottish parliament some compensation for his losses 
and sufferings. He enjoyed much favour with King William, by whom 
be was appointed a privy councillor and general of the mint. These 
offices, however, he did not long enjoy, having died in 1693, at the early 
age of forty-four, of a complication of maladies, brought on by his suffer- 
ings. His son, the third Lord Cardross, on* the death of James, eighth 
Earl of Buchan (second son of the treasurer Marr), without issue, 
succeeded to that earldom, which has accordingly been borne by his 
descendants ever since. 
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forming him of the approach of the Highlanders towards 
Dunkeld, and of the perilous situation of the Camero- 
nian regiment, requesting his instructions in consequence. 
Lanier most unfortunately deferred replying till he should 
himself arrive at Perth, which he expected to reach next 
morning. He reached it accordingly ; but too late, alas ! 
for this gallant and apparently devoted regiment, which 
was at that very time engaged in mortal combat with an 
enemy five times its number. The battle lasted from seven 
in the morning of Wednesday the 21st, till eleven at night; 
and, though consisting rather of a succession of personal 
conflicts than of a regular action, has been considered one 
of the most desperate, recorded in the annals of the seven- 
teenth century. Victory at length declared in favour of 
the Cameronians, but was dearly purchased with the loss 
of the gallant Lieutenant- Colonel Cleland,* Major Hender- 
son, and many other brave officers and men. When all 
was over, the survivors devoutly sang a hymn of praise 
and thanksgiving to the God of battles, to whom alone 
they ascribed the glory of their victory. Cannon, though 
not mentioned as having been present in the action, must 
have exercised the functions of commander, as he was 
stated by some of the prisoners to have made strenuous, 
though unavailing, efforts to induce the Highlanders, after 
their retreat, to renew the attack. During the last month's 
campaign, he had been gradually sinking in the estimation 
of his army; and now, by his pusillanimous conduct, 
drew their contempt upon him. 

It thus appears that a rash order of the council, which 
had well nigh led to the destruction of a brave regiment, 

* For an account of this distinguished young officer and eminent 
christian, see " Crichton's Life of Colonel Blackadder," p. 95. 
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and nearly converted Dunkeld into another Killiecrankie, 
was, by the providence of God, so overruled as to produce 
a very different result, and may be regarded as one of the 
causes which contributed to the stability of King William's 
government. 

The General, having a second time provided for the 
security of the northern counties, left them under the charge 
of Sir Thomas Livingstone, and returned to the south by 
the way of the coast, being unable, as already mentioned, 
to follow Cannon over the hills with his horse. He arrived 
at Perth about the end of August. A few days after, he 
proceeded to Blair, with a competent force to execute his 
long- meditated design of planting a garrison there. He 
had reason to fear the Athole men would, in order to frus- 
trate his intention, set the castle on fire; and he therefore 
caused proclamation to be made that, if they did so, he 
would burn and destroy their corn, and not leave a house 
standing between Dunkeld and Blair. This threat had the 
desired effect, and prevented great distress to the families of 
these deluded men themselves, as well as annoyance to the 
General. The Athole men had been the chief authors of his 
losses and disappointments during the summer; but, now 
they were at his mercy, he showed himself willing to forgive 
the past and receive into the king's peace all who submitted 
themselves and delivered up their arms. Having taken 
possession of the castle without opposition, he garrisoned 
it with nine companies of foot, and ordered it to be for- 
tified with a breastwork and pallisade. Incessant rains 
prevented his proceeding, as he intended, to Finlarig, and 
obliged him to return to Perth. From this place, in obedi- 
ence to commands from his majesty, he despatched the 
regiments of Lanier, Hayford, and Hastings to the west, 



83 THE LIFE OP [1689. 

in order to be shipped for Ireland, and those of Colchester 
and Barclay, for better quarters and forage, to England. 
The king, having concluded a treaty with his Danish 
majesty, in virtue of which the latter engaged to furnish 
a thousand auxiliaries, who were to be landed at Leith, 
the General received the royal commands to make the ne- 
cessary arrangements for their reception and conveyance 
in like manner to Ireland. Contrary winds, however, 
detained them at first in their own ports for several weeks, 
and afterwards obliged them to land in different parts of 
England. 

All active operations in the Highlands being now at 
a stand, in consequence of the extraordinary floods, the 
General employed this short interval of leisure in visiting 
Edinburgh, to confer with his colleagues on the situation 
of affairs. During his stay there, the Earl of Breadal- 
bane presented himself to take the oath of allegiance, and 
give bail for his appearance; an example which was 
speedily followed by the Earls of Southesk, Strathmore, 
and Callendar, and by the Lords Livingstone and Duffus. 
The extensive possessions of the first-mentioned nobleman 
gave him considerable influence in the country; and, being 
of an intriguing disposition, he was universally regarded 
as the chief fomenter of the present troubles in the High- 
lands. The submission, therefore, of such a personage 
as the Earl of Breadalbane, was to the General a source 
of peculiar satisfaction; the more so, perhaps, as he sus- 
pected that, if not produced, it was at least accelerated, 
by the surmise of the garrison intended to be placed in 
his house. The rains having somewhat abated soon after 
his return to Perth, he detached Lord Cardross, with two 
hundred men, to the head of Loch Tay, and his lord- 
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ship, without opposition, established himself in garrison 
at Finlarig. Drummond castle had been already secured ; 
and smaller garrisons having now been planted at Weem 
castle, Cambusmore, Cardross, and Drummakill, the chain 
of communication was completed, from the remotest ex- 
tremities of Perthshire to the town of Inverness. 

Having thus shut up the Highlanders in their hills, 
his next care was to make such a distribution of his forces 
in the low countries, as should most easily enable him, 
in case of a sudden emergency, to assemble a sufficient 
number at any given point, to repel their incursions. While 
deliberating on this subject, he was thrown into conside- 
rable perplexity by a letter from Lord Melville,* secretary 
of state for Scotland, resident in London, under date 5th 
October, intimating that the king, apprehensive that the 

* Lord Melville was the representative of an ancient and most re- 
spectable family, many individuals of which had filled high offices in the 
state. 

George, the fourth lord, born in 1686, was educated in the strictest 
principles of the presbyterian religion and forms of worship, to which he 
adhered so firmly, that he became obnoxious to the late sovereigns, and 
found it necessary to retire for safety to Holland. There he joined Mon- 
mouth, and came over with him on his rash expedition to England. From 
thence, escaping for his life, he fled again into Holland, and remained 
till 1688, when he accompanied the Prince of Orange to England, and 
obtained an act of the Scottish parliament for restoring his forfeited 
estates. During the whole of that reign he enjoyed an extraordinary 
degree of favour and confidence ; having at one and the same time been 
secretary of state for Scotland, and high commissioner to the parliament ; 
and afterwards successively keeper of the privy seal, and president of the 
council. His eldest son, Lord Raith, as deputy treasurer, had, for many 
years, the entire management of -the revenue; and his second son, wh*o 
became Earl of Leven in right of his mother, was colonel of a regiment, 
and governor of Edinburgh castle ; and would have succeeded, or even 
supplanted, General Mackay in the chief command, had his father's 
ambitious schemes succeeded. 

I 3 
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parliament might withhold the necessary supplies, had re- 
solved to reduce some of the Scottish regiments, both of 
horse and foot, and therefore desired to be informed which 
of the standing regiments were judged least serviceable, 
that these might be disbanded. 

Against this proposition, the General took the liberty 
of warmly remonstrating; and pointed out, in forcible terms, 
the danger of reducing a military establishment already 
inadequate to the various duties to be performed, especially 
at the then critical juncture, when the divisions in parli- 
ament and council were likely to revive the hopes of 
the enemy, and stir them up to fresh insurrections. He 
added, that, though the newly raised regiments had not 
yet attained any high degree of discipline, their very name 
was sufficient to keep men in awe, who would otherwise 
throw off the mask and openly join the enemy. If, how- 
ever, his majesty still adhered to his purpose, he humbly 
requested to be informed what regiments it was his pleasure 
to keep up, that he might make his arrangements for 
winter quarters accordingly. Receiving no reply, he wrote 
again and again to Lord Melville, reiterating the necessity 
of an early communication of his majesty's resolution, 
but apparently without making any impression on the 
secretary's mind. Of these letters, copies, or large ex- 
tracts, are inserted in the Appendix, to which the attention 
of the reader is invited, and particularly to the letters of 
the 2l8t and 31st December, which breathe^a spirit of the 
most ardent piety towards God, as well as of affectionate 
zeal for the interests of his earthly sovereigns. 

Finding he could elicit nothing satisfactory from Lord 
Melville, the General addressed himself to the Earl of 
Portland, but for some time with no better success. At 
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length, after three months' delay, a reply was received in 
the month of January. It was, however, but little calcu- 
lated, either in form or substance, to soothe his wounded 
feelings, or avert the evil he deprecated. It announced 
an instrument, under the royal sign-manual, appointing 
three commissioners to disband certain regiments of foot 
and troops of horse, and remodel those which remained. 
The establishment of foot at this time consisted of nine 
regiments; of which, three were ordered to be reduced, 
viz., those of Marr, Blantyre, and Bargeny; a new regi- 
ment was to be formed of the men thus disbanded, the 
command of which was to be given to Colonel Cunning- 
ham ; and a company was to be added to each of the seven 
regiments which should then form the new establishment. 
All the independent companies were at first to be in like 
manner reduced, but the order was subsequently rescinded. 
The existing troops of horse and dragoons were, after being 
remodelled, to be formed into two regiments, each con- 
sisting of three troops, and commanded, the horse by the 
Earl of Eglington, the dragoons by Lord Cardross. The 
Master of Forbes was to be appointed lieutenant-colonel; 
Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie, major of Eglington's 
horse and of Cardross' dragoons ; Jackson lieutenant-colo- 
nel, and Guthrie major, but without a troop, that being 
assigned to Sir Patrick Hume of Polwarth.* 

* One of those illustrious patriots who, by their vigorous opposition 
to the tyrannical measures of the two royal brothers, made themselves 
obnoxious to their vengeance. Sir Patrick was in consequence obliged, 
in 1684, to fly with his family to Holland, where he continued in great 
poverty till the Revolution of 1688, when he came over with the Prince of 
Orange, had his forfeiture rescinded by act of parliament, was raised to 
the peerage, by the titles of Earl of Marchmont and Baron Polwarth, 
constituted high chancellor, and died in 1724, in his eighty-fourth year. 
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It might naturally be expected that the execution of 
these orders would be entrusted to the commander-in-chief, 
to whose department it properly belonged ; or that, if com- 
missioners were to be appointed, he should be placed at 
the head of the list. Instead of this/ however, the first 
place was assigned to the Earl of Leven, the youngest colonel 
in the service, but second son of the lord secretary ; while 
the rear was brought up by the veteran generals, Mackay 
and Munro. At such an indignity, most general officers 
would have taken fire, and instantly resigned the chief 
command. Mackay felt the indignity as a man and an 
officer, but bore it as a christian and a patriot; choosing 
rather to stifle his private feelings than to weaken the hands 
of government by disputing about precedency at such a 
crisis. He accordingly proceeded to execute the task as- 
signed to him, without betraying any symptoms of dis- 
satisfaction. He could not, however, disguise from himself 
the alteration which he had for some time suspected in 
his majesty's conduct towards him, nor help being sensibly 
affected by it. During seventeen years that he had been 
in the service of the States General, he had received repeated 
marks of favour and confidence from the king, as Prince 
of Orange. He had had the honour of being selected for 
the command of the third division of the invading army. 
On landing in Scotland, he was invested with the chief 
command of the forces in that kingdom; and, though un- 
successful at Killiecrankie, he could safely appeal to the 
state of the king's affairs in that country, contrasted with 
the state in which he found them, as a proof that he was 
not wholly unworthy of the confidence of his sovereign. 
Notwithstanding these services, he now found that not 
only his recommendations, but even his opinions on pro- 
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fessional matters were disregarded, and that the confidence 
which he had been accustomed to experience from his 
majesty was transferred to another. 

Even in early youth, King William had given proofs of 
superior capacity. After crushing a domestic faction, he 
delivered his country from the yoke of France ; he attacked 
Louis XIV. in the plenitude of his power, and never rested 
till he organized that great confederacy, which, in the end, 
humbled the pride of the grand monarque. It is, therefore, a 
curious phenomenon in the history of the human mind, that 
a prince who had achieved these mighty deeds should now 
suffer himself to be guided by the counsels of such a puny 
politician as Lord Melville, or by those of a statesman, 
how able soever, yet so noted for tergiversation and perfidy 
as Visco unt Tarbat.* These two lords, at their outset in 

* Viscount Tarbat, so created in 1685, was the son of Sir John 
Mackenzie of Tarbat, baronet, and grandson of Sir Roderick Mackenzie 
of Cogeach, knight, who was the second son of Colin Mackenzie of Kin- 
tail, and brother of the first Lord Kintail. The viscount was a man of 
superior talents and accomplishments, which he prostituted at the shrine 
of power, to aggrandize himself by enslaving his country. He made his 
first appearance at court soon after the Restoration; and, having the 
advantage of a prepossessing figure and good address, was considered 
one of the most rising young men about court He had a taste for 
literature and science, was one of the original members of the Royal 
Society, and contributed some valuable articles to the earlier volumes of 
the " Philosophical Transactions." Happy would it have been for his fame, 
had he confined himself to such pursuits, but in an evil hour he plunged 
into the vortex of politics, and, associating himself with some of the worst 
men of those bad times, made shipwreck of his reputation. His first poli. 
tical connection was with Middleton, for the purpose of overthrowing 
Lauderdale's administration ; but, being foiled in this attempt, he turned 
round, and made his court to the man whom he had endeavoured to* de- 
stroy. Through Lauderdale's influence, he climbed his way to place and 
power with such success, that, during the last years of Charles's and the 
whole of James's reign, he had the chief management of Scottish affairs, 
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life, held political principles and formed political connec- 
tions diametrically opposite to each other; but they were 
led by circumstances to coalesce ; and, during the remainder 
of their lives, mutual interests held them together and 
cemented their union. Tarbat having been a participator 
in some of the most obnoxious measures of the late govern- 
ments, had good reason to apprehend danger from the 
scrutiny of parliament; and therefore it was his obvious 
policy to throw obstacles in the way of its meeting. Mel- 
ville, not having been engaged in public affairs during the 
two former reigns, and being irreproachable in his private 
life, had no such fears to influence his conduct ; but, like 
most other ministers, he would gladly have freed himself 

but was dismissed from* all his employments at the Revolution. Such, 
however, was his flexibility, that he was among the foremost in making 
advances to King William, who would gladly have availed himself of his 
talents, and taken him into his service, but for the odium attached to his 
name on account of the obnoxious measures of the two former reigns, in 
which he had so large a share. Nowise discouraged by the coldness with 
which his advances were at first received, he feigned the deepest con- 
trition for his past errors, and so far overcame William's scruples, that he 
restored him to his former post of clerk register, in which situation he 
was accused of having repeatedly falsified the records of parliament At 
the accession of Queen Anne, he was sent for to court, appointed secre- 
tary of state, created Earl of Cromarty, and had his pension, with all the 
iniquitous grants of former reigns confirmed to him. He died at New 
Tarbat in 1714, in the eighty-fourth, or, according to some, in the eighty- 
eighth year of his age. It is an invidious, and to a mind of any gene- 
rosity, a painful task, to revive the remembrance of blemishes in the 
characters of men long since deceased, but it is due to the truth of history, 
and, in the present instance, to the character of General Mackay, to speak 
out. During the whole of the time that Mackay commanded in Scotland, 
the Lords Melville and Tarbat endeavoured to undermine his influence 
with the king, and secretly counteracted his measures for the public good, 
in which they were cordially joined (as will presently appear) by Lord 
Breadalbane. 
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from the constant inspection of parliament. Besides this, 
he was a mere tool in the hands of his cousin Tarbat — a 
craftier and more able politician than himself. A striking 
feature in Melville's character was an : inordinate desire to 
monopolize places of power and emolument in his family; 
and he foresaw that the presence of parliament would prove 
an obstacle to the gratification of this passion. For these 
and other reasons, he co-operated with Tarbat in his in- 
trigues to prevent the assembling .of r parliament, and to 
counteract the measures of the General to facilitate its 
meeting. 

Between such men and Mackay there could be no 
community of sentiment or interest. While they pursued 
their own selfish measures, he aimed at nothing, either 
for himself or his family, his sole end and aim being the 
public good. The only relative of his own whom he recom- 
mended for promotion, was his gallant nephew, Major 
Mackay; and, notwithstanding the acknowledged merits 
of that excellent young officer, he was disappointed of 
this promotion, through the secret influence of the cabal. 
As commander-in-chief, it was alike the right and the 
duty of the General to recommend, in all cases of vacancy 
in the army ; and, though he made it a point of conscience 
to attend to the claims of the most deserving only, his 
recommendations were, through the same sinister influence, 
often disregarded. 

Towards the close of the campaign, he transmitted to 
Lord Melville, for the consideration of his majesty, a request 
for leave of absence to visit his family for a few months 
during the winter; which he conceived would, at that season 
of the year, in no way impede the public service. This 
request, in itself so reasonable, was strengthened by the con- 
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sideration that he had grounds for believing Major-General 
Sir George Munro of Culrain would have been, by this 
time, appointed to a seat at the council board;* yet it 
was refused, through the insinuations of Melville and 
Tarbat, who represented to the king the necessity of keep- 
ing Mackay at his post during the winter. Gladly would 
they have seen him removed altogether from his high 
station ; but, so long as he held it, they were anxious to 
prevent an interview between his royal master and him- 
self; rightly judging that, to obtain such interview, was 
one great object he had in view when he solicited leave 
of absence. 

Lord Melville had already frustrated the General's en- 
deavours to convey his sentiments in writing to the king ; 
and now succeeded, for the present at least, in cutting 
off all hope of a personal interview between them. The 
General, however, was not discouraged, and resolved to 
make another attempt to communicate with his majesty, 
through the medium of the Earl of Portland, whom he 
believed to be sincerely attached to the king's interest, 
how much soever he might sometimes mistake the means 
of promoting it. After referring to what he had already 

• Much, inconvenience having been experienced from the want of 
a military man to advise with the council on military matters, during 
the occasional absence of the commander-in-chief, it was suggested by 
Mackay that Major-General Sir George Munro of Culrain should, for 
this purpose, be appointed to a seat at the council board. The sug. 
gestaon having been favourably received by the king, who was no 
stranger to Munro' s high military character, Mackay had reason to 
suppose the appointment would by this time have taken place. Monro 
was a veteran officer, who had served with reputation iu the German 
wars, as well as since then in Ireland, and at that time lived in retire- 
ment on his estate in Ross-shire. 



1690.] LIEUT-GENERAL HUGH MACKAY. 97 

written more at large on the subject of past miscarriages, 
he gave the earl plainly to understand that " his continuing 
in command of the forces in Scotland could not but prove 
prejudicial to the king's service, because his secretary, 
and others of his faction, were his enemies, and, having 
more credit than he with the king, would labour to be 
revenged of him, to make the service fail in his hands; 
and therefore, if the king did not judge him capable to 
give his majesty solid information of matters, and propose 
right methods to establish his authority in that kingdom, 
it were the interest of the service, as well as the General's 
desire, to be removed out of that command, being unwilling 
to hazard his reputation, though obscure in the world, 
where he had so little prospect of advancing the service, 
so long as those who could be most helpful to him proved 
his greatest obstacles."* 

The Earl of Portland having set out for Holland be- 
fore this letter arrived, it was received by Melville, and 
carried by him to the king, who appears to have in this 
manner learned, for the first time, the causes and full ex- 
tent of Mackay's dissatisfaction ; and immediately wrote 
to him desiring to know what further measures he would 
recommend for subduing the Highlanders. In obedience 
to this command, Mackay sent his majesty a full state- 
ment and detailed explanation of his views. He repre- 
sented that, as the Highlanders, from the greater hardiness 
of their habits, had made better soldiers than the peaceful 
Lowlanders, ever since the cessation of the border wars, 
it would be easy for any party in the state that had the 
command of them to give serious annoyance to their low- 
land neighbours, and, when opposed to the existing go- 

* Memoirs, p. 79. 
K 
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vernment, oblige it to keep up a large military force, 
ready at all times, and on every point, to repel their in- 
cursions. This had been particularly experienced in the 
last, and probably would be in all future campaigns, so 
long as the Highlanders continued, as at present, opposed 
to the government. To guard against this evil, the most 
efficacious as well as the cheapest method appeared to 
him to be the erecting of a fort at Inverlochy. This 
would have the effect of overawing the Highlanders, and 
of preventing their sending reinforcements to Cannon, or 
any other general that might command on the part of 
the abdicated family in the low country; they being as- 
sured at the same time that, on condition of their remain- 
ing quietly at home, they should not be molested by the 
garrison. 

For further security, the General recommended that 
three frigates, or small armed vessels, and transports for 
conveying troops with stores, provisions, and building 
materials, should be fitted out; which, after the fort was 
erected, might be employed in scouring the inlets, with 
which the islands and adjacent coasts were indented. 
Thus a constant watch might be kept over the motions 
of the inhabitants. On these and other advantages of 
his proposed measures he enlarged in his letters to the 
king and the Earl of Portland, but, " by the multitude of 
his majesty's other affairs, or haply not judging those 
of Scotland of so great importance, with insinuations of 
persons who gave him other notions^ of them, the General 
received no return to his propositions and frequent letters, 
which made him so chagrined and impatient, that he de- 
clared that he would not continue a minute in that com- 

' seeing plainly nothing to be expected but the loss 
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of his reputation with the service thereby (wherewith, as 
to the judgment of the vulgar, he was entrusted), and 
would he under the blame of its miscarriages, though, in 
effect, it was never seen that a man hath been employed 
in a service of that importance so little trusted by his 
master, as he discovered himself to be by the king ; which 
could not but be very sensible to him, considering that his 
majesty thereby must either question his fidelity, or his 
judgment and capacity. Nevertheless, he overcame all, at 
last, with patience, in the firm expectation that God (with- 
out whose providence he had not been pitched upon for 
that service, when he was so very unfit for any by his 
great sickness — who overruleth the destiny of the least 
of his creatures, much more that of kingdoms, and in 
whose presence he served that protestant interest in up- 
rightness, and self-denied sincerity) would bless his en- 
deavours, and overcome by his providence those difficulties 
which he foresaw, to his great discouragement, had he not 
been supported by that hope. ,, * 

There were two routes, either of which might be chosen 
for the expedition to Inverlochy, — one by Athole and the 
heights of Badenoch, another by sailing from Greenock 
round the west coast. The former, though shorter and 
more direct, was impassable, from want of roads and provi- 
sions, before the middle of June ; whereas the latter would 
be open at any time after the end of March; and, on that 
account, was recommended in preference by the General in 
his letters to the court. These suggestions, however, being 
treated with the usual neglect, he had recourse to another 
expedient, and moved in council, that a detachment of 
six hundred chosen men should be embarked at Greenock 

* Memoirs, p. 81. 
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in small armed vessels, victualled for three months, which 
should serve the double purpose of carrying implements 
and materials for building the fort, together with stores and 
provisions for the support of the garrison and the supply 
of the expected frigates after their arrival at Inverlochy. 
Their lordships assented, and wrote to Lord Melville, ap- 
proving of the new plan, and soliciting the means for carry- 
ing it into effect, which were accordingly promised; but 
this, like other promises, appears to have been no more 
thought of, so powerful was the sinister influence of the 
faction behind the throne. 

The General, having had occasion to be in the west 
country about this time, to see the Danish horse embarked 
for Ireland, had an interview with the magistrates of Glas- 
gow. To them he communicated his difficulties in carrying 
on the service, particularly the Inverlochy expedition, and 
requested their aid. This patriotic body, setting a noble 
example of disinterestedness to the other corporations of 
the kingdom, immediately engaged to furnish, on their 
own credit, ships, stores, and provisions, with a variety 
of other articles necessary for the expedition. These 
would, in all probability, have been neglected, had it been 
left to the government, whose duty it was to supply them ; 
and thus a month at least would have been lost, and the 
design frustrated. 

Finding, on his return to Edinburgh, no reply from 
the court to his last representation, he felt not a little 
chagrined. He was not however to be diverted from his 
purpose, judging that, engaged as he was in the cause of re- 
ligion and liberty, it would be a dereliction of duty to desist 
while even a possibility remained of attaining his object. 
He therefore resolved to make one attempt more to open 
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the eyes of the king and his ministers to a sense of the 
danger of thus continuing to neglect his Scottish affairs, 
particularly during his majesty's intended absence in Ire- 
land. This, and similar arguments, the General urged in 
strong terms, " being willing" (to use his own words) 
" that his free and hard language might have one of two 
effects, — either that the service be better provided for, or 
himself removed from the command; though he rather 
desired the former, because he was sensible that another 
of much more capacity and knowledge could not compre- 
hend that sort of service, nor execute the designs which 
he had formed, so well as himself: for, besides that he 
had been already twelve months engaged against the enemy, 
being a Highlander by birth, and of a family which had 
formerly special correspondence and good understanding 
with all the Highlanders now in rebellion, he had better 
ways to know their numbers, interests, and inclinations, 
and so more able to take sure measures than others."* 

Whether the freedom of this letter produced any effect, 
cannot now be ascertained, as the General's Memoirs termi- 
nate at this period ; but that it did produce some effect may 
be inferred from a fact incidentally mentioned in a frag- 
ment appended to the Memoirs, from which it appears 
that he received about this time, by special order from 
his majesty, a remittance of four thousand pounds in aid 
of his expedition. 

While his letter, to which this was a reply, was on its 
way to London, Lord Melville arrived at Edinburgh; and 
it seems no breach of charity to suppose that, if he had re- 
mained near the king, the remittance would probably never 
have been made. He came down from court decorated with 

* Memoirs, p. 87. 
X 3 
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an earl's coronet, and invested with two of the highest 
dignities in the state, that of commissioner to represent 
his majesty in parliament, and that of sole secretary of state 
for Scotland. At the same time his eldest son, Lord 
Raith, was at the head of the treasury, and his second 
son, the Earl of Leven, colonel of a regiment of foot, and 
even then aspired to the chief command of the forces. 
The new earl thus became more than prime minister of 
the kingdom, engrossing in his own person, or in his 
family, such an accumulation of places of power and emolu- 
ment, as has never, perhaps, fallen to the lot of any other 
individual. 

So many honours conferred on the lord secretary 
augured ill for the General's measures, as they indicated 
the increasing influence of the faction opposed to him. 
Though not deeply skilled in the classics, he had read and 
studied the book of nature, and in it found such sentiments 
as these, tu ne cede malis, sed contra audentior itoj and 
rustum et tenacem propositi virum, &c. Encouraged by 
such maxims, and supported, above all, by his firm per- 
suasion that the blessing of heaven would, in answer to 
the many prayers daily offered up by protestants throughout 
all Europe, finally enable their cause to prosper in Scot- 
land, to which all good protestants now looked with an 
anxious eye, Mackay pursued his course, undaunted by 
the many obstacles thrown in his path. He took the ear- 
liest opportunity, after his arrival at Edinburgh, to pay 
his respects to his grace the commissioner; and, notwith- 
standing what he knew of his ill disposition towards him- 
self and his measures, communicated to him, without re- 
serve, the designs he had formed for subduing the High- 
landers. One of the chief matters of detail discussed at 
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their conference, was the appointment of a commissary 
of stores and provisions. Many inconveniences had been 
experienced in former campaigns from the want of such 
an officer; and great advantage was found to result, even 
at the close of the last campaign, from the appointing of 
an officer thoroughly qualified for the situation. He there- 
fore moved in council that the same gentleman should 
be reappointed. In this, however, he was overruled — his 
colleagues having, out of deference to the commissioner, 
left the nomination to his grace ; who, notwithstanding the 
General' 8 repeated remonstrances, suffered five or six weeks 
to elapse before he made up his mind, and at length ap- 
pointed a. creature of his own, wholly unfit for the duties 
of the office. To this person the General immediately 
handed\ over the four thousand pounds remitted to him 
by the king some weeks before, to prevent the possibility of 
suspicion of its misapplication in his hands. Such a mani- 
festation of integrity on his part — being, at the same time, 
an" act of conciliation towards the commissioner — might 
have been expected to abate somewhat of his grace's hos- 
tility; but, far from producing such an effect, it seemed 
rather to sharpen it into rancour. Before proceeding farther 
with our narrative, it may therefore be proper to endea- 
vour to trace this unfortunate difference between the secre- 
tary and the commander-in-chief to its origin, which was 
as follows: — 

Soon after Mackay's first arrival in Edinburgh, he had 
an. interview with Tarbat, at which the subject of the 
disaffection of the Highland chiefs, its causes and conse- 
quences, with the most likely means of putting an end to 
it, was discussed. Tarbat declared himself decidedly of 
opinion that the disaffection of the Highlanders proceeded 
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neither from their love of King James, nor from their hatred 
of King William, but solely from such self-interested mo- 
tives as generally influence the conduct of the greater 
part of mankind. Between the Earls of Argyle, he observed, 
and the neighbouring chiefs, Macleans, Macdonalds, &c, 
there had existed feuds of long standing, which were ex- 
asperated during the reign of Charles II. by the grants 
of the Argyle forfeited lands to some of the chiefs; and, 
as the present earl had attached himself to the cause of 
William, and accompanied him from Holland, it was of 
course concluded that he would now have interest with 
his majesty to obtain a resumption of the lands in ques- 
tion ; and hence the apprehensions of the chiefs. 

Tarbat therefore suggested the idea of buying off Ar- 
gyle's claims, and distributing money among the chiefs, 
which would have the effect of quieting their fears and re- 
conciling them to the new government. This appearing 
to the General a rational plan, he communicated it to Port- 
land. The latter informed the king, who, in consequence 
sent down instructions to Melville for carrying it into 
effect. The person selected for conducting the negotia- 
tion was the Laird of Calder, a Campbell, unfortunately, 
by name, and a relative of the Earl of Argyle.* The chiefs, 
therefore, having no confidence in his impartiality, declined 
treating with him ; and thus the project fell to the ground, 
at that time, but was now revived, and strenuously sup- 
ported by Melville and Tarbat. 

The General, though at first favourable to the measure, 
now opposed it; the experience of the last twelve months 
having convinced him of the utter inefficacy of all such 
schemes, and of the mercenary motives by which their 

* Memoirs, p. 19. 
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abettors were actuated. Melville, though a man of mean 
abilities and contracted views, was nevertheless ambitious 
of the character of a statesman, to which he had no just 
pretensions. He looked forward to the prospect of placing 
his son, Leven, at the head of the Scottish army; prepa- 
ratory to which, that young lord was most indecently placed 
before the Generals Mackay and Munro, in the commission 
for remodelling it. To Melville it was a sufficient motive 
for opposing the plan of subjugating the Highlanders by 
force, that it had been proposed by Mackay; and he fa- 
voured the other plan, because, if it succeeded, he would 
himself have he credit of its success, and would thus find it 
easier to undermine Mackay, and pave the way for his son's 
elevation to the chief command. 

Tarbat encouraged Melville in his extravagant notions 
of his own importance, well knowing that in his hands he 
was but a puppet, which he could move at pleasure ; that, 
if the plan of buying off the Highlanders with money suc- 
ceeded, he should participate with Melville in its advan- 
tages; and that if, on the other hand, King James's party 
finally prevailed, he could with truth allege that it was 
owing to Mackay's scheme of coercion being frustrated 
through his and Melville's advice. Having been dismissed, 
as already mentioned, from all his employments at the Re- 
volution, he had not yet succeeded in being restored to royal 
favour, notwithstanding the impression his insinuating 
manners and fascinating address had made even on the cold 
and phlegmatic temperament of William. But, though ap- 
parently excluded from the council, he might be said to be 
present at its deliberations, and even to dictate its pro- 
ceedings — in the person of his cousin and representative 
Melville; thus occupying the unconstitutional, and, in a 
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free state, the dangerous position of an irresponsible mini- 
ster of the crown. 

The most important question agitated in council after 
Melville's arrival, was that regarding the best method of 
subjugating the rebellious clans. The General inflexibly 
adhered to his Inverlochy project, and plan of coercion 
connected with it ; this was vehemently opposed by Melville 
and Tarbat, who supported the opposite measure of pur- 
chasing the allegiance of their chiefs with money. 

To carry this last measure into effect, the junta proposed 
to send a private agent into the Highlands, with powers to 
treat with the chiefs for laying down their arms and submit- 
ting to the government. The person selected for this ne- 
gotiation was a certain Colonel Hill, who had commanded 
at Inverlochy, under Cromwell, and who, from his superior 
sagacity and long residence among the Highlanders, was 
supposed a fit person to treat with them. Having been 
accordingly sent for to Edinburgh from Ireland, where he 
had for some time been employed, he had many conferences 
with the two lords, which were carefully concealed from 
the General, and was then privately despatched to the 
Highlands. So well was the secret kept, that he had 
been eight days gone from Edinburgh before the General 
was aware of his departure. He returned, however, sooner 
than was expected, having totally failed in accomplishing 
the object of his mission. From that period he became a 
convert to the superior efficacy of Mackay's plan — fully 
convinced that, without force, no impression could be made 
on the Highland chiefs. 

This opinion coming from a man perfectly disinterested, 
and so well qualified by his local knowledge and experience 
to form a correct judgment, confirmed the General in his 
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opinion of the soundness of his own views. He therefore 
resolved on making a last attempt to open the eyes of his 
sovereign to a more just apprehension of his true interests, 
and for this purpose to send an intelligent and confidential 
officer, thoroughly acquainted with his designs, to Chester, 
where his majesty was expected to arrive, about this time, 
(18th May), on his way to Ireland. Such an officer he 
fortunately had on his staff, in the capacity of adjutant- 
general. It will be recollected that one of the grievances 
he had complained of during his last year's campaigns, was 
the want of a regular staff, particularly of an adjutant- 
general, to manage the details of the army; and having 
had experience of the qualifications of Captain Hill, of 
Leven's regiment, he recommended that he should be ap- 
pointed to that office. This was accordingly complied with ; 
it being one of the few instances in which a recommendation 
of his was attended to by the government ; and Hill's con- 
duct after his appointment fully justified the choice. It 
was this officer whom he selected for the delicate and im- 
portant mission to the king ; in which, also, Hill acquitted 
himself to his entire satisfaction. He proceeded to Chester 
without delay, furnished with plans of Inverlochy, and maps 
of the adjoining districts, with every other document re- 
quisite for the elucidation of the subject of his mission. 

No sooner had Hill set out, than Melville and Tarbat, 
dreading a renewal of Mackay's influence with the king, 
took the alarm, and, in order to counteract him, despatched 
to Chester no less a personage than the Earl of Breadal- 
bane,* lately associated as the third member of their tri- 

* George, sixth Earl of Caithness, being a weak man, and involved 
in pecuniary difficulties, sold his title and estate to his principal creditor, 
Sir John Campbell of Glenorchy — reserving to himself his life-interest 
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umvirate, trusting that his high rank and vast possessions 
in the Highlands would give weight to his representations. 
In this, however, they found themselves deceived ; for the 
king began to awaken from the dream into which he had 
been lulled through the suggestions of his false councillors, 
saw the error he had committed in withdrawing his con- 
fidence from his old and faithful servant, Mackay, and, 
even at the eleventh hour, resolved to retrace his steps. 

in both. After his death, Campbell, having obtained a royal patent 
recognising his right to the peerage, assumed the title of Earl of Caith- 
ness; but this being afterwards set aside, at the instance of George 
Sinclair of Keiss, heir-male of the family, — Campbell had interest at 
court, 1681, to obtain another patent, creating him Earl o£ Breadalbane. 
He divided the estate into lots, which he sold by degrees, and thereby 
greatly enriched himself. Returning to his. own country of Breadalbane, 
and being a man of intrigue, he contrived to sow the seeds of dissension 
among his neighbours, and engaged them in expensive law-suits, which 
ended in their finding it necessary to sell their estates to him, at an un- 
dervalue, thus greatly enlarging his already extensive territories. He 
hated the the Macdonalds, particularly the unfortunate Laird of Glenco, 
and was alleged to have devised the insidious measures which led to 
the fatal massacre. Criminal proceedings, on account of this transaction, 
were instituted against him in parliament, which, however, he found 
means to elude, and was never brought to trial. He is also said to have 
been the original author of what has been called " Tarbat's plan for buy- 
ing off the Highland chiefs ;" and it was to him that its execution was 
ultimately committed. Connected with this subject, a curious anecdote is 
related in " Sir John Dalrymple's Memoirs." A sum of twelve thousand 
pounds having been remitted to Breadalbane for the purpose just men- 
tioned, he was called upon for an account of its expenditure, some years 
after, by the Earl of Nottingham, and made this characteristic reply — 
" The Highlanders are quiet ; the money is spent ; and between friends 
this is the .best way of accounting for it." Though at heart no friend 
to the Revolution settlement, he never avowed any hostility to it, till 
1715, when, in the eightieth year of his age, and last of his life, he sent 
five hundred of his vassals to join the Earl of Marr. John Mackay 's 
characters, though sometimes overcharged, must have had their founda - 
tion in^ truth ; and having besides teen ex^xe%%Vj drawn up for the 
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The mind of King William, though one of no ordinary 
capacity, appears sometimes to have been distracted with 
the multiplicity of his cares. Neither he nor his favourite 
minister, Portland, ever understood the affairs of Scotland, 
or duly appreciated their importance; and they therefore 
surrendered themselves the more readily to the guidance 
of Melville and his faction. Hence that procrastination 
and indecision so inconsistent with the general character of 
King William, but which may be too often perceived in the 
administration of his Scottish affairs. The film now dropped 
from his eyes; he resolved to change his measures accord- 
ingly; and, having once done so, he inflexibly adhered to 
his purpose. He dismissed Hill, with peremptory orders to 
the council to supply the General with men, money, ships, 
and provisions ; — with everything, in short, which he should 
judge necessary, not only for his projected expedition, 
and the building of the fort, but also for the ulterior mea- 
sures which he recommended. 

Nothing could be more complete, or more gratifying 

information of the Princess Sophia, are entitled to some credit. Of 
Breadalbane, he says, that he was " grave as a Spaniard, wise as a 
serpent, cunning as a fox, and slippery as an eel. No government can 
trust him, but where his own private interest is in view," &c. 

Such was Breadalbane, a large participator in Melville and Tarbat's 
bitter enmity to Mackay, and their persevering coadjutor in factious op 
position to his measures. Of these lords, Melville, Tarbat, and Breadal- 
bane, the two last were born commoners — all the three died earls, while 
Mackay, notwithstanding his important public services, lived and died a 
commoner. It is probable, however, that he too, in spite of their enmity, 
would have died an earl, had he survived his last campaign, as, in 
that case, it was King William's intention to raise him to the peerage, by 
*he title of Earl of Scoury. It pleased God to order it otherwise ; and 
thus, if a pun might be pardoned on such an occasion, Mackay could 
say at his departure, "me nemo ministro fur erat, atque ideo nulli 
comes exeo." 
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to Mackay and mortifying to the pride of the faction op- 
posed to him, than the victory which he thus obtained; 
and he was too experienced a tactician not to follow it up 
and improve it without delay. Thus armed with the au- 
thority and express commands of his sovereign, which he 
knew his enemies dared not openly oppose, he proceeded 
with alacrity to complete his preparations, and gave im- 
mediate orders for the mustering of the forces destined 
for his expedition. Having appointed Perth as the first 
place of rendezvous, he proceeded thither on the 18th of 
June, and on the 2 2d began his march through Athole 
towards Badenoch. Arriving there on the 27th, and 
being joined by reinforcements from Inverness, he ad- 
vanced towards Inverlochy. He reached that place with- 
out opposition, on the 3d July, at the head of an army of 
about three thousand, horse and foot. 

Here he found before him a small armament, consisting 
of three frigates, and six hundred soldiers (as already men- 
tioned), under the command of two active and intelligent 
officers, Major Ferguson,* and Captain Pottenger of the 
navy, who, notwithstanding the four thousand pounds paid 
over by the General into the hands of the commissary, were 
detained five weeks at Greenock for want of supplies, so 
that they arrived at Inverlochy only a few days before 

* Ancestor of the present Laird of Kinmundy. He afterwards rose 
to the rank of lieutenant-general, and served with reputation in Marl- 
borough's wars. It is related of him that, before he attained to this 
rank, having been appointed to guard a party of prisoners, superior in 
number to his own, to a place situated at a considerable distance, he fell 
on the following curious but effectual method of securing them. He 
ordered the latchets of their breeches to be cut, which obliged them to 
march with one hand behind to keep them up. See " Mackay's History 
of the Clan Mackay," p. 464. 
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him. They were, however, furnished with an ample stock 
of provisions, and materials for building the proposed fort, 
which thenceforth*was to be called Fort William, in honour 
of his majesty. The General was* not altogether satisfied 
with the situation of the old fort, it being commanded by 
a hill in its near neighbourhood; but, as the foundation, of 
the walls still remained, and as no better situation could 
be found, he contented himself with repairing the old for- 
tification. Such was the alacrity of the two branches of the 
service, that they vied with each other under the immediate 
eye of the General, and in eleven days erected works which 
he judged sufficient to defend the garrison against any 
attack of the Highlanders. On the 17th of July, while 
in the act of fitting out a small squadron to cruise among 
the islands and watch the motions of the inhabitants, he 
received a letter from the council, communicating in ex- 
aggerated terms the disaster which had befallen the Eng- 
lish fleet, with their apprehensions of the enemy landing 
in the sister kingdom ; and, for these reasons, ordering his 
immediate return with the army. This sudden call gave 
him no surprise ; and indeed he was prepared for it, well 
knowing the disinclination of the commissioner and the 
council from the first, towards the Inverlochy project. He 
promptly obeyed, and the very next day commenced his 
retrograde march, leaving behind him one thousand men 
in the garrison, with a sufficient stock of provisions and 
materials for completing the works. On the 20th, he 
arrived in Badenoch and proceeded by easy marches to 
• Perth, which he reached without encountering any ob- 
struction from the enemy. 

The idea of erecting a fortress at Inverlochy, originally 
projected by the sagacity of Cromwell, and now revived 
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and more completely executed by Mackay, has been produc- 
tive of results far beyond what could have been anticipated. 
It may be considered as the first of a jeries of coercive 
measures, which, by breaking the predatory and lawless 
habits of the Highlanders, gradually prepared them alike 
for civilized warfare and for the arts of peace. The military 
roads commenced by government, soon after the rebellion of 
1715, opened up their country to strangers, and introduced a 
civilizing intercourse between the mountaineers and their 
southern neighbours. The salutary measure suggested by 
Lord President Forbes, of abolishing the hereditary juris- 
diction of the feudal chiefs over their vassals, which was 
happily carried through in 1748, gradually brought both 
under subjection to the authority of law. Lord Chatham 
accelerated their civilization, by throwing open to their 
chiefs the gates of military preferment; and thereby amal- 
gamating them with their fellow subjects of the same rank 
in the south. " I sought for merit," said that great states- 
man and orator, in his speech on the repeal of the stamp 
act; "I sought for merit wheresoever it could be found. 
It is my boast that I was the first minister who looked for 
it and found it in the mountains of the north. I called 
it forth, and drew into your service a hardy and intrepid 
race of men — men who, when left by your jealousy, became 
a prey to the artifices of your enemies, and had gone nigh 
to have overturned the state, in the war before the last. 
These men, in the last war, were brought to combat on your 
side ; they served with fidelity, as they fought with valour, 
and conquered for you in every quarter of the world. * 
Detested be the national prejudices against them; they 
are unjust, groundless, illiberal, unmanly!" 

It may be added that, ever since this wise act of Lord 
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Chatham's administration, disloyalty to the house of Han- 
over has been gradually disappearing in the Highlands, and 
is now wholly extinct. 

The good effects of the minor garrisons, which the 
General had sprinkled over the borders of the West High- 
lands, together with his other judicious measures, had 
already begun to appear, and would by this time have been 
still more conspicuous, but for the secret counteraction, or 
the languid support he received from his colleagues in 
the council. To this cause must be ascribed the studied 
delays which retarded the sailing of Ferguson and Potten- 
ger's armament ; and which, by thus leaving the coast de- 
fenceless, afforded King James an opportunity of throwing 
in reinforcements from Ireland. In one of these, Major 
General Buchan came over with forty officers, and a com- 
mission to supersede Cannon in the chief command. He 
landed in the month of March on the Isle of Mull, that 
focus of disaffection to the new government, and proceeded 
to Lochaber, expecting to be joined in considerable numbers 
by the Highlanders of that district, but regretted to find 
that their loyalty had much abated since last year. They 
were chagrined at the repeated disappointment of their 
hopes of aid from the exiled monarch, and could scarcely 
consider the handful of men he had sent over with Buchan, 
as redeeming his royal t pledge. They knew, from expe- 
rience, the incapacity of Cannon, and placed no confidence 
in Buchan. On the other hand, they now learned to ap- 
preciate more justly than heretofore the vigilance and ac- 
tivity of Mackay. They were aware of his intention to 
plant a garrison in the heart of their country, which filled 
them with immediate apprehensions for the safety of their 
dwellings, and would ultimately, they foresaw, [put an end 

l 3 
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to their plundering occupation; and hence the tardiness 
with which they joined Buchan's standard. That com- 
mander resolved, therefore, to quit the west coast, and 
try his fortune in the east, in the hope of finding more 
loyalty among the Gordons, and the other clans well affected 
to his cause, in the shires of Aberdeen and Banff. The 
garrison in Blair castle excluded him from the usual route 
through Athole, and left him none other than by the way 
of Badenoch and Strathspey, in which direction, accord- 
ingly, he marched at the head of about twelve hundred 
Highlanders and Irish, and arrived at Cromdale in Strath- 
spey on the 30th of April.* 

Sir Thomas Livingstone, who commanded at Inverness, 
and was specially charged with the duty of watching the 
motions of the rebels, had instructions from the commander- 
in-chief, to hold himself in readiness to take the field against 
Buchan, so soon as he should hear of his being in motion. 
He accordingly marched towards Strathspey with about 
twelve thousand horse and foot, and so accurate were his 
calculations, that he reached Cromdale the day after Bu- 
chan's arrival in that quarter. For this accuracy, he was 
indebted to intelligence concerning the motions of the 
enemy which he received from an officer who commanded 
a company of Grant's regiment in Balloch castle, now castle 
Grant, the principal residence of the Grant family near 

* The Highlanders were Macleans, Macdonalds, Macphersons, Ca- 
merons, and Grants of Glenmorriston. ***** In 
marching through Strathspey, the Highlanders plundered the country, 
and, in passing towards Strathbogie, burnt the house of Edinglassie, 
for which Sir George Gordon, the proprietor, made severe reprisals ; 
having, on their return, seized and hanged eighteen of their number 
on the trees in his garden.— Grant's edition of " Shaw's History of the 
Province of Moray," p. 270. 
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Cromdale. This officer, with great judgment and presence 
of mind, though young in the service, locked the gates of 
the castle the day he expected Livingstone, to prevent 
the egress of some country gentlemen and their followers, 
who had taken refuge on the approach of the enemy, and 
who, if then permitted to depart, might, even without any 
ill intention, have been the means of informing Buchan 
that Livingstone was at hand. 

The last-mentioned officer, finding himself, in the dusk 
of the evening, within two miles of Balloch castle, and his 
men weary after a long and fatiguing march, would gladly 
have remained there for the night, had the ground been 
convenient for encampment. Between him and the castle 
there lay a difficult pass, which he would have hesitated 
to enter in the darkness of night, and without more precise 
knowledge of the position of the enemy, had he not been 
persuaded to do so by one of his officers, who undertook 
to be his guide, and on whose fidelity, as well as knowledge 
of the country, he could rely. Having, accordingly, entered 
the pass, he had the good fortune to clear it at two next 
morning, and was speedily joined by Captain Grant, the 
commandant, who pointed out the camp lights of the enemy, 
at a moderate distance, on the other side of the Spey — and 
volunteered to guide him by a covered way, down the river 
side, to a ford where he could cross unperceived. 

Livingstone having inquired whether his men were 
willing to endure a little more fatigue, rather than lose 
the favourable opportunity now presented to them, of at- 
tacking the enemy, they unanimously responded that they 
were, and requested to be led immediately to the charge. 
Their brave commander joyfully complied; and, after giving 
them half an hour for refreshment, conducted them across 
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the river without opposition. What follows is borrowed 
from an author, of whose powers of description the reader 
has already had a specimen. "As Livingstone," says Mr. 
Chambers, p. 131, "moved forward from the bank of the 
Spey, he observed the Highlanders at length begin to bestir 
themselves, and even to move off in little parties, towards 
the hills. Immediately galloping up with his horse, and 
with a band of Highlanders,* who are said to have run 
with even superior speed, he attempted to get betwixt them 
and the hill, so as to intercept their flight. The High- 
landers, roused suddenly from their beds, and without any 
clothes, were observed, through the misty dawn, running 
in all directions throughout the streets of the village, and 
the level grounds in the neighbourhood; some perfectly 
panic-struck, and disposed to get off on any terms, but 
the greater part fighting stoutly with sword and target, as 
they retired. Livingstone's troops, horse and foot, mingled 
fiercely with them, and did great execution. * * * 
The very commanders themselves, the redoubted Buchan 
and Cannon, were almost as much taken by surprise; and 
the one had only his shirt and night-cap, while the other 
was without sword, hat, and coat. At length, after fighting 
their way across the plains, the mountaineers reached the 
bottom of the hills, which they forthwith began to ascend 
with wonderful nimbleness. A dense mist happened at 
that time to hang a good way down the steeps; and in 
its dim bosom the naked Highlanders escaped from the 

* The Highlanders here mentioned were the Mackays— brisk High- 
landers (to use the General's phrase), whom he had taken into service the 
preceding year, and formed into an independent company, of which he 
gave the command to his cousin, Hugh Mackay, younger, of Borley, 
grand-uncle of the writer of these pages. 
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chase oi the pursuing horse, like men received up into 
the clouds." Mr Chambers adds, that a considerable num- 
ber were slain on both sides; in which however, so far as 
regards Livingstone's side, he must be mistaken. General 
Mackay expressly states in his Memoirs* (which were doubt- 
less drawn up from Livingstone's official report) that he 
lost seven horses, but no men; and that, of the Highlanders, 
about four hundred were killed or taken prisoners. But 
for the fog, the loss of the latter would have been much 
greater, as they were hotly pursued by Livingstone, and 
his spirited young major, the Honourable iEneas Mackay, 
with their dragoons, followed by the main body both of 
horse and foot. 

The General, who, in his Memoirs, never fails to draw 
the attention of his readers to the overruling providence 
of God, whenever it appears to him to interpose in behalf 
of his cause, observes on this occasion, that such interpo- 
sition was signally manifested ; and this remark he grounds 
on the three following considerations. First, the prudent 
foresight of the young officer commanding in Balloch castle, 
who, to prevent the transmission of intelligence to Buchan 
concerning Livingstone's near approach, ordered the gates 
to be locked the day he was expected, Secondly, Buchan's 
ignorance of Livingstone's being so near, which induced 
him to commit the egregious blunder of quitting the strong 
ground inaccessible to horse, which he occupied in the 
morning, to spread himself on the plain below, where horse 
could act with effect; being thus led as it were like an 
ox to the slaughter. Thirdly Livingstone's uncertainty, 
both as to the exact situation of his enemy, and the diffi- 
culties of the pass, which, had he been fully aware of, he 

* Page 96. 
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would not, even under the guidance of an officer in whom 
he confided, risk entering it at the dead hour of night, and 
yet if he had not so risked, he would have foregone the 
advantages of his bloodless victory next morning. 

Here then were three individuals, Grant, Buchan, and 
Livingstone, of whom two at least, if not all, were uncon- 
nected with each other, and yet we have seen them acting 
in concert as if they had been previously leagued to accom- 
plish a common design; insomuch, that, if any one of 
the three had acted differently, the design must have inevi- 
tably failed. If Grant had not locked the gates of the castle, 
intelligence of Livingstone's approach would in all proba- 
bility have been conveyed to Buchan, and have put. him 
on his guard; — had not this general imprudently quitted 
his strong ground, Livingstone would not have ventured 
to attack him at such a disadvantage; — and, finally, had 
the latter, from what motive soever, declined to enter the 
pass at midnight, he could not possibly have overtaken 
Buchan in his bed. All the three, therefore, may be con- 
sidered as so many links of the chain, by which the unseen 
hand of Providence conducted the enterprize. 

After this disgraceful defeat, the Jacobite commanders, 
with the wreck of their forces, broken and dispirited, re- 
treated as they best could to their fastnesses in the hills, 
and were no more heard of, till Mackay was occupied at 
Inverlpchy ; to whose history we now return. They seized 
the opportunity of his absence, to steal through by-ways 
into the low country, with about two hundred horse, con- 
sisting partly of gentlemen and their servants. Buchan 
took the direction of Aberdeenshire, and Cannon that of 
Stirling, after being joined by three or four hundred Ran- 
noch men, addicted to plunder. 
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This fresh irruption, together with the apprehension 
of a rising on the borders, gave great alarm to the com- 
missioner and the council; who, though they had a large 
disposable military force at their command, took no steps 
to check the progress of the marauders, but tamely suffered 
them to rob the houses of the friends to government, within 
four miles of Stirling.* 

Such was the state of affairs when the General returned 
to Perth from Inverlochy, and found himself involved in 
various perplexities. In the materiel of the army, there 
were several wants and defects, which he saw and felt, 
but had not the power to remedy. During his absence, 
many things were neglected, which he expected to find 
prepared for the accommodation and refreshment of his 
troops, -exhausted by fatiguing marches and incessant labour 
in the wilds and moist climate of Lochaber. A commissary- 
general had been appointed some months before ; but the 
provision department was still so much neglected, that 
Perth, though the principal military station in Scotland, was 
unable to furnish even a few hundred weights of biscuit, till 
procured from Dundee. On the 28th July, the General 
wrote to the council, as follows : — " Your grace and lord- 
ships should consider, that it is an unsupportable burden 
to me to have the care of those things, for 'tis impossible 
for me to exercise my thoughts effectually how to dispose 
the forces to the most advantage to the service, if I be 
obliged to give directions for, and solicit all things that may 
be found requisite for the particular detail and economy of 
them ; therefore, to make the service go on well, it ought to 
be made as easy for any who happen to have the chief 
command of the forces, as possible; otherwise he shall 

* Memoirs, p. 109. 
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necessarily neglect the chief part and end thereof, which 
is to contrive how to make use of them to the most ad- 
vancement of the service. Your grace and lordships, 
therefore, should establish the committee of war which I pro- 
posed, to inspect the letters and propositions which I have 
written, and hereafter may happen to make or write, that 
no delay he made in the things essential to the present 
service and juncture; for, though I have the design and 
will — I thank God for it — good and sound in this matter, 
my spirit and body cannot support the weight of all ; and 
necessarily many things must be neglected, if I should be 
charged therewith."* 

, The king was now in Ireland, and had recently gained 
the battle of the Boyne, which gave the first deadly blow 
to the cause of James, and promised the final expulsion 
from his throne of that infatuated monarch. To complete 
the subjugation of that kingdom, much, however, yet re- 
mained to be done; which the General foresaw would 
probably require the withdrawing of some more English 
regiments from Scotland; and though the statements of 
the commissioner in his last conversation on that subject f 
were doubtless exaggerated, England could not be said 
to be free from all apprehension of a French invasion. 
Hence a double duty now devolved on the General — that 
of keeping his forces in such a compact state, as to be re- 
movable to England with the least inconvenience, in case 

* Memoirs, p. 341. 

+ The General having waited on the commissioner to take leave, pre- 
viously to his departure for Inverlochy, his grace spoke of plots hatching 
against the government, and reiterated his disapproval of withdrawing 
so large a portion of the military force to such a distance as Inverlochy 
at the present juncture, when the kingdom was threatened with a French 
invasion, &c. 
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of a sudden call from the queen, who had been invested 
with the regency during the king's absence; and that of 
completing the reduction of the refractory Highlanders. 

To the latter, as his more immediate duty, he would 
have first directed his attention, had he not been prevented 
from taking the field by want of provisions. It was of 
the utmost consequence to have correct information as to 
the probability of an invasion, that he might regulate his 
measures accordingly. He could not rely with implicit 
confidence on the statements of the council on this sub- 
ject, and therefore wrote to his old friend, the Earl of 
Marlborough, for information and advice, but received no 
answer, owing probably to that celebrated commander being 
sent to Ireland about this time. 

Buchan, as already mentioned, took the direction of 
Aberdeen, with a few horse ; but having been driven from 
that county by the Master of Forbes, he fell back on Can- 
non, whom he met retreating from Stirling; and, after 
uniting their forces, they re-entered Aberdeenshire together. 
Here they were joined by Farquharson of Inverey, with 
five or six hundred Highlanders ; and thus reinforced, they 
left one hundred and sixty men to block up and starve 
the garrison of Abergeldie, descended with the rest to 
the low country, where they expected to be joined by gen- 
tlemen favourable to their cause. They were, however, 
opposed by the Master of Forbes, and Lieutenant- Colonel 
Jackson ; but these officers, deceived by a stratagem of 
Buchan's, were led to believe his numbers greater than 
they were, and retreated with precipitation towards Aber- 
deen. The jacobite commanders pursued, and were joined 
in the pursuit by several noblemen and gentlemen of that 
county, who had not till then openly declared themselves. 

M 
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The General receiving notice of this mischance, dis- 
patched Colonel Cunningham with a strong detachment of 
horse and foot to join Jackson, but found that the enemy, 
emboldened by success, advanced so far as to prevent the 
junction of these two officers. Without waiting, therefore, 
any longer for the expected despatches from Marlborough, 
he marched northward himself at the head of Livingstone's 
dragoons and fourteen hundred Dutch foot, in all haste, 
without baggage or provisions. Arriving at the castle of 
Aboyne, he left Cunningham there to cover the march of 
Jackson, and turned aside himself to relieve the garrison 
of Abergeldie. 

Inverey, true to his cause, and nowise intimidated by 
the severe retaliatory measures which the General had 
judged it his duty to inflict on him a few months before, 
boldly came out with two hundred Highlanders, trusting 
that the roughness of the groundwould impede the advance 
of the horse. Major Mackay, however, with sixty dragoons, 
promptly defeated him, killing or taking prisoners almost 
the whole of his party. The brave laird himself escaped with 
his life, though he had been under the horses' feet, and 
left for dead on the field. The General then proceeded to 
relieve his garrison, and victualled it without further oppo- 
sition. He respected the intrepidity of Inverey, but con- 
sidered it necessary, for the safety of the garrison, to burn 
and lay waste the surrounding country for several miles, 
a measure from which his nature recoiled, but which was 
nevertheless sanctioned by the laws of war, and justified 
by the circumstances of the case. 

After he had thus provided for the security of Aber- 
geldie, and was preparing to march in another direction, 
he received such intelligence concerning the motions and 
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probable designs of Buchan and Cannon, as induced him 
to follow them immediately into the shires of Moray 
and Inverness. Leaving his foot behind, with orders to 
return to Aberdeen for provisions within three days, if not 
previously called for by him, he pursued with his cavalry 
alone. Passing rapidly through the intermediate shires 
of Banff, Moray, and Nairn, he arrived within a few miles 
of the town of Inverness, when he was believed to be fully 
occupied in Aberdeenshire, and when no one entertained 
the least suspicion of his approach. 

He found the enemy posted near the town, waiting for 
the junction of the Earl of Seaforth and his followers 
from the opposite shire of Ross, to commence the meditated 
attack on the garrison. His unexpected arrival discon- 
certed their schemes, and threw them all into a state of 
confusion and alarm. Buchan and Cannon suddenly de- 
camped, and retreated with precipitation by the north side 
of Lochness into Lochaber; nor did they again venture ever 
to show their faces in those parts. 

Seaforth had come down from his usual residence at 
Brahan castle, to another mansion of his near Chanonry, 
inspired with confidence by the prospect of his junction 
with his auxiliaries. Intimidated, however, by Mackay's 
sudden appearance and Buchan's retreat, he lost all hopes, 
and sent two of his friends to the General with offers of 
submission, and whatever security might be required for 
his peaceable conduct in future. The General replied that 
he could accept no other security than the surrender of 
his person, and conjured him to comply, as he valued his 
own safety and the preservation of his family and people ; 
assuring him that in case of his surrender, he should be 
detained in civil custody at Inverness, and treaty with the 
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respect due to bis rank, till the pleasure of the government 
should be known. Next day, the countess-dowager* pre- 
sented herself, accompanied by the Laird of Coul,f to plead 
for a mitigation of the terms proposed to her son; but 
finding the General inflexible, she yielded, stipulating only 
that, to save her son's credit, the arresting party should 
be sent during the night, to give the appearance of his 
being taken by surprise. 

The General promised compliance; and in order the 
more clearly to demonstrate his kindly feeling towards the 
earl, sent the party under the command of his nephew, 
Major Mackay, second cousin to the earl. Before morning, 
however, his lordship changed his mind, and declined to 
fulfil his promise of surrender, on the plea of ill health and 
inability to endure confinement. The General, provoked 
and irritated by such vacillating conduct, declared that, if 
he did not forthwith surrender according to his promise, 
he should, in conformity with his instructions from the 
council, enter his country with fire and sword, and seize 
all property belonging to himself or his vassals, as lawful 
prize. 

Lest it should be suspected that this was a threat not 
intended to be executed, he immediately ordered the three 
Dutch regiments from Aberdeen to Inverness, and re- 
solved to go himself with a sufficient body of horse and 
foot, withrawn from that garrison, to take possession of 
Brahan castle, the principal seat of the Seaforth family. 

* Isabella, third daughter of Sir John Mackenzie of Tarbat, sister 
of George, first Earl of Cromarty, and widow of Kenneth, third Earl 
of Seaforth. 

+ Sir Alexander Mackenzie, the second baronet of the family, an- 
cestor of the present Sir George Stuart Mackenzie of Coul. 
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He also wrote to the lords Sutherland and Reay, and Laird 
of Balnagown, to send one thousand of their men, who 
were to be commanded by Major Wishart, a discreet 
and experienced officer, well acquainted with the country, 
to quarter on the more remote Highland estates belonging 
to Seaforth; and to take, burn, and destroy^ should it be 
necessary to have recourse to that dreadful extremity. 
These rigorous threats had the effect of opening the 
eyes of the hitherto misguided Earl, who surrendered, almost 
at the last hour, and thus relieved the General from the 
most painful duty, perhaps, he ever had to perform. 

It had been his lot to witness, and sometimes even to 
be a reluctant actor in similar scenes, on the Continent; but 
the sufferers were entire strangers to him.*' Here the case 
was different ; for, though not immediately connected with 
the Seaforth family himself, some of hif near relatives 
were, both by the ties of kindred, and of ancient friend- 
ship. For these, and other reasons, it ma|r be conceived 
what joy and thankfulness to Providence he felt for the 
result of this affair, which at once relieved him from a 
distressing dilemma, and promised to put a speedy period 
to his labours in Scotland. 

From the commissioner and council he received a 
letter, communicating in flattering terms their approval 
of his proceedings, and authorizing him either to detain 
the Earl of Seaforth in custody at Inverness, or to send 
him prisoner to Edinburgh. He preferred the latter; 
and on the 7th October ordered the earl to be conveyed 
under a proper guard to the seat of government. He 
was lodged in the castle, and remained there in close con- 
finement till January 1692, when he was liberated on bail 
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under certain restrictions, and not long after followed 
King James to France, where he died in 1701. 

The author of this feeble attempt to do that justice 
to the military character of General Mackay, which has 
hitherto been either denied to, or withheld from him, 
cannot conclude this narrative of his proceedings, in terms 
more appropriate than those of an author from whom he 
has already so often borrowed, and who, notwithstanding 
certain lurking partialities to the opposite cause, never 
mentions the name of Mackay (one or two instances ex- 
cepted) but in terms of the highest praise. " It was now 
evident," says Mr. Chambers,* " that the war was expiring. 
To complete the depression of the Jacobite party, King 
James lost Ireland on the 1st of July, by his celebrated 
defeat at the Boyne; and Mackay about the middle of 
the same month, planted an overwhelming garrison at 
Inverlochy. The friends of the exiled monarch then 
fairly gave up heart. Overhung by ships on their coasts, 
by garrisons in the bowels of their country, and large de- 
tachments of regular troops at all its extremities, they 
were forced to remain perfectly still, at the immediate 
hazard of life itself, or of drawing down a vengeance, almost 
as much to be deprecated, upon the heads of those de- 
fenceless persons in whom they were interested. Utterly 
despairing of any redemption of their affairs by external 
succour, they at length, early in 1691, sent the Earl of 
Dunfermline to King James, with a request that he would 
permit them, by a temporary and visible acknowledge- 
ment of the new government, to preserve themselves in 
the meantime, and retain that strength which might af- 
terwards be employed in his service, at a more befitting op* 

* Page 132. 
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portunity. The distressed monarch quickly gave them 
the license they wanted; and accordingly, commisioners 
being appointed by King William to receive their sub- 
mission, they held a meeting with them at Achalader in 
Glenorchy ; where, in consideration of certain indemnifying 
sums being disbursed to them as a compensation for their 
resignation of the Argyle, and other estates, they agreed 
to live as peaceable subjects to the sovereign de factor 
receiving from him in return the usual protection of the 
state, and continuing to enjoy all their valued patrimonial 
privileges. Before the end of January 1692, all the heads 
of clans had ratified their submission in terms of this 
treaty." 

Having thus concluded our narrative of General Mac- 
kay's military operations in Scotland, it is impossible to 
refrain from expressing our surprise at the very limited 
support he received from the aristocracy of the kingdom. 
The south, and south-west, being well affected to the 
Revolution, his operations were chiefly confined to the 
Highland shires of Perth, Inverness, Argyle, and a part 
of Stirling ; and to the east coast extending from Dundee 
to the town of Inverness. In all of these he remarked 
" an amazing degree of apathy and indifference to the 
recent deliverance which God had wrought for them from 
the greatest of all evils temporal, and eternal slavery, the 
least whereof was sufficient to make the heathens venture 
all, rather than submit to it. But Scotland was at this 
time sufficiently prepared for the yoke, both by the Popish 
design, for the introduction whereof the laws must needs 
be removed out of the way which proved an obstacle; 
by the clergy, who, to favour such designs, must be chosen 
such as would preach what might serve to the purpose, 
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and by the ministers of state, particularly the secretaries, 
who follow closely (and refine at every change, according 
to the capacity of the person) upon Lauderdale's maxim 
of governing that kingdom by absolute power." 

That the degree of amazement the General expresses 
was not excessive, will appear if we take a retrospective 
survey of his progress through the country, and mark 
the names of the few patriots who supported him, as well 
as those of the principal persons who were opposed to 
him. In Perthshire, the Marquis of Athole, at first a 
doubtful friend, afterwards an avowed and most formidable 
enemy ; Breadalbane, a secret foe, dangerous from - his 
extensive territorial possessions, and dark insidious cha- 
racter; Perth and his brother Melford, King James's most 
confidential advisers. The only individual of any note, 
who favoured the Revolution in this county, was the Laird 
of Weem,* who being a proprietor of the second class, for 
that very reason deserved the greater praise for his inde- 
pendent patriotic spirit, especially, surrounded as he was 
by Athole, Breadalbane, and other powerful neighbours, 
deeply engaged in the opposite interest. Nevertheless, he 
risked his all, and sent his son with one hundred of his 
clan to join the General the day before the battle of Kil- 
liecrankie. The circumstance is expressly stated in the 
Memoirs, though passed over in silence by the General in 
his account of the battle, probably from these Highlanders 
being undisciplined, and therefore unfit to be posted in 
the line, though usefully employed with the baggage in 
the rear. 

From Dundee to Aberdeen, there were few Roman 
catholics, but many of the protestant episcopal persuasion, 

* Ancestor of the present Sir Neil Menzies, bait. 
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so lukewarm, however, in their attachment to the protestant 
interest and the liberties of their country, that not a single 
individual of their number espoused the cause of the Revo- 
tion, but looked tamely on, awaiting the result. To such 
a degree did this cautious and frigid policy prevail, that 
even in the neighbourhood of the town of Dundee, where 
the interest of the great idol of the Jacobite cause might 
be supposed to have been the strongest, it does not appear 
that any considerable number were induced to follow his 
standard. 

The shires of Aberdeen and Banff, being chiefly at- 
tached to the Romish faith, and under the influence of 
the potent house of Gordon and its numerous adherents, 
were of course hostile to the Revolution, and from them, 
therefore, the General could expect nothing but the most 
determined opposition. The lower orders were either be- 
sotted with the jacobite doctrines (to use a phrase of Cham- 
bers) of passive obedience and non-resistance, or had no 
zeal of any kind, except for the preservation of their worldly 
goods ; but the nobles and higher ranks in general, were 
filled with the most rancorous hostility to the protestant 
doctrines and their abbettors. 

From this remark, however, must be excepted the 
Master of Forbes* and Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie,t 

* The Honourable William Forbes, eldest son of William, eleventh 
lord, succeeded his father in 1691. 

f Sir George Gordon of Edinglassie and Carnusie, knight, was 
the second son of Sir John Gordon of Park, bart, a branch of the 
Huntly family. Sir George being a man of competent fortune and 
considerable talent, was in 1681 appointed joint sheriff principal of 
the shire of Banff with Sir James Baird of Auchmedden ; and having, 
as already mentioned, early declared for the Revolution, continued during 
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the only individuals in this district who gave support or 
even countenance to the General. The former met him 
when he crossed the Dee, with forty gentlemen, his friends, 
and three or four hundred of the lower orders, who, how- 
ever, (to use the General's words) looked so little like their 
work, that he dismissed them for the present, with an ex- 
pression of thanks for this testimony of their zeal for the 
protestant religion. To what has been already stated con- 
cerning the services of the Master of Forbes and those of 
Edinglassie, we need here only add, that during the whole 
of this arduous contest, they displayed the most unwearied 
perseverance, disinterested zeal, and devoted attachment to 
the cause in which they were engaged, sacrificing, or risking 
without scruple, in its defence, person, house, and lands. 
The Forbes family were among the most ancient in the 
peerage of Scotland; but their estate — never proportioned to 
their high antiquity — had, during the two last reigns, been 
greatly reduced by fines imposed on them, for their attach- 
ment to the cause of civil and religious liberty. The last 
remnants of their former greatness were the superiorities of 

life one of its firmest supporters. Mackay, in his " Memoirs and Corres- 
pondence," frequently mentions the powerful assistance he received from 
this patriot He warmly recommended him to the favour of the king 
and his ministers ; and in consequence he was appointed to command 
Annandale's vacant troop, and afterwards to the majority of Egling- 
ton's regiment of horse, of which his friend and coadjutor, the Master 
of Forbes, was Lieutenant-Colonel. He died in 1690 or 1691, and 
was buried with great funeral pomp and solemnity — his remains being 
accompanied to the grave by his troop, dressed in mourning, and by 
a considerable number of his friends and neighbours. He left two 
sons, whose issue in the male line, is extinct; and several daughters, 
the eldest of whom was the mother of Lord Braco, afterwards Earl 
of Fife. From the other daughters are descended several respectable 
families in the shires of Aberdeen and Banff. 
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their own, and some of their neighbours' lands, and of these 
they were stripped by the overgrown power of the Gordons. 

The life and fortune of the Duke of Gordon being, in 
consequence of his late conduct, at the mercy of his sove- 
reign, it occurred to the General, that a fit opportunity 
was now furnished of rewarding the loyalty of Forbes, by 
compelling his grace to restore to him the superiorities, 
of which he had been unjustly deprived. He accordingly 
suggested to his majesty, and recommended to his ministers, 
the adoption of this, or some such measure, but, so far as 
appears, without effect.* 

Come we now to the shire of Moray, in which Sir 
Ludovick Grant, the high- principled chief of that clan, 
stood alone; but being himself a giant, he sustained with 
atlantean shoulders the weight of the good cause in the 
province of Moray, comprehending the shires of Moray, 
Nairn, and that part of Inverness in which his extensive 
estates were situated. 

The ehire of Inverness at that time abounded, as it still 
does, more than any other county, in Highland chiefs, 
most of them Roman catholics, and of course devoted to 
the cause of the exiled monarch. The only family men- 
tioned by the General as being friendly to the new govern- 
ment, was that of Forbes of Culloden — a family not of 
long standing in the county, nor possessed of an extensive 
estate; yet such was the moral influence of their heredi- 
tary talents and virtues, that in the course of a few ge- 
nerations they acquired a degree of consideration and 
authority, not only in their own county, but throughout 
all Scotland, such as was not exceeded by that of any of 
their compeers. The first Laird of Culloden of the name 

* See Memoirs, passim. 
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of Forbes died in 1654, the second in 1688/ and the third 
in 1704; all the three being members of parliament, and 
ranged on the popular side. John, the fourth laird, was 
many years a member of the Scottish and British parlia- 
ments, in which he maintained the true whig principles 
of his predecessors. In 1734, he was succeeded by his 
brother Duncan, then lord advocate, afterwards lord pre- 
sident of the court of session, the incorruptible patriot, 
senator, and judge. To this truly illustrious man, more 
perhaps than to any other individual, the nation owes its 
escape in 1745, from the then again threatened yoke of 
popery and arbitrary power. 

After this digression, which it is hoped the reader will 
pardon, we proceed with the enumeration of the few re- 
maining friends from whom the General received support. 
The greater part of the population of Ross-shire had long 
since renounced the errors of popery, and professed the 
reformed religion. In the western division, however, the 
Romish faith still lingered, and even of those who relin- 
quished it, not a few adopted the episcopal persuasion, and, 
together with it, still clung to the doctrines of passive obe- 
dience and non-resistance. This part of the county being, 
besides, almost the exclusive property of the Lords Seaforth 
and Tarbat, and the clan Mackenzie, no aid could from 

• Captain John Forbes, of Grant, the officer mentioned, p. 41, as 
having led to the detection of the traitor Livingstone's plot, was the 
second son of John, the second Laird of Culloden. This second laird 
having made himself obnoxious to the Jacobite party, his lands of 
Culloden were ravaged by Buchan and Cannon, and the damage 
having been estimated at ^54,000 Scots, parliament, in 1690, granted 
the family a perpetual license to distil whiskey duty free, on their 
barony of Ferintosh ; which immunity they continued to enjoy till 1784, 
when it was redeemed by the British parliament for j£20,000 sterling. 
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them be expected by the General. In the eastern division, 
the protestant doctrines and presbyterian forms of worship 
had already taken deep root, and were warmly supported 
by the Lairds of Foulis and Balnagown, the two principal 
proprietors. Sir John Munro of Foulis and Sir George 
Munro of Culrain, being connected by blood with the 
General, he promised himself their cordial aid; but, from 
some cause which the writer cannot explain, the former, 
not choosing to follow the example of his ancestors, stood 
aloof on this occasion, and left the Laird of Balnagown the 
undivided honour of vindicating, in this shire, the religion 
and liberties of his country. 

We now pass over to the county of Sutherland, where 
the General drew his first breath, and from whence he 
now derived his firmest support. Besides the supplies of 
men sent to him at Inverness, by the Lords Sutherland 
and Reay, their lordships formed an impenetrable barrier 
between him and the Sinclairs under the Earl of Caithness, 
who, being ill affected to the new government, would, had 
they been permitted to join the Mackenzies, have paralyzed 
his measures on that side. Fortunately, in what direction 
soever they should move towards the Mackenzies, they would 
be intercepted either by the Earl of Sutherland or Lord 
Reay, and they therefore remained at home. Between the 
families of these two lords there had been feuds, which were 
happily terminated, in 1589, by a marriage between Hugh 
Mackay of Farr or Strathnaver and Lady Jane Gordon, 
eldest daughter of Alexander, eleventh Earl of Sutherland; 
but they were unhappily revived in the succeeding gene- 
ration, by jealousies fomented, if not excited, by their com- 
mon uncle, Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonston. Donald, 
the first Lord Reay, inherited a large estate, which, by his 

N 
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wild and eccentric schemes of ambition, he greatly impaired. 
George, third lord, having succeeded in nonage to the wreck 
of his paternal estate, William, the fifteenth earl of Suther- 
land, generously forgetting old differences between the fa- 
milies, took a friendly interest in the education of bis young 
cousin, by which he profited so much, that he became, in 
due time, a considerable proficient in literature and science, 
and was admitted a fellow of the Royal Society. He died 
in 1748, in the seventieth year of his age; and having thus 
been contemporary with the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven- 
teenth earls of Sutherland, and with the Lord President 
Forbes, he enjoyed the rare felicity of having co-operated 
with those eminent persons in bringing about the Revolu- 
tion, and in suppressing the rebellions of 1715 and 1745. 

The war being, at length, happily concluded in Scot- 
land, the rebellious chiefs having laid down their arms, and 
all the kingdom having acknowledged the authority of their 
majesties William and Mary, the General announced to the 
council his intention to resign the chief command, so soon 
as he could obtain his majesty's permission. This pro- 
duced a change at least in the conduct, if not in the dis- 
positions, of some of his colleagues, who had hitherto most 
strenuously opposed his measures. Instead of that factious 
spirit which had for some time characterised their oppo- 
sition, they now seemed desirous to retrace their steps, and 
atone for past errors, by cordially adopting his suggestions. 
In a letter under date 7th September, addressed to him 
by the council, they signify their entire approval of his 
distribution of the forces, and of his proceedings in regard 
to the Earl of Seaforth, as already detailed ; adding, that 
they had sent directions to the Earls of Drumlanrig and 
Argyle agreeably to his wishes, and conclude as follows : 
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" By this you may understand the council have readily 
complied with the overtures proposed by your former letters, 
as the best for ordering the forces here ; so that, if any thing 
different from this hath been insinuated, it must certainly 
have proceeded through mistake. All possible care is taken 
to provide Fort William with meal and other necessaries, 
according to your advice. This, by warrant and in name 
of the council, is signified to you by your assured friend 
and servant. Sic. Subr. Hamilton, P." 

The king, too, seemed to participate in the feeling which 
generally prevailed, that due respect had not always been 
paid to the General's recommendations, various instances of 
which have been pointed out in the course of this work. 
From the following passage in the records of the privy coun- 
cil of the 6th of November, it would appear that both his 
majesty and their lordships of the council, seemed to vie 
with each other in demonstrations of respect for his sug- 
gestions : — " Major-General Mackay acquainted the board, 
that he is now designing to wait upon his majesty, before 
he go for Holland, and that the Earl of Portland has wrote 
a letter to him in French, which was read, signifying he 
had communicated the line he had received from the Major- 
General to his majesty; and that his majesty would send 
a commission for commanding, in absence of the Major- 
General, which the said earl believed would be in favour 
of Sir Thomas Livingstone; and in respect the said com- 
mission was not yet come, the Major-General moved that 
the board might appoint one to command until the com- 
mission should arrive. The council left this wholly to the 
Major-General, to name the person until the commission 
come." On the 10th, accordingly, his majesty's • commis- 
sion was received, appointing Sir Thomas Livingstone com- 
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mander-in-chief, in room of General Mackay, till further 
orders ; an appointment which, as it took place in conse- 
quence of his recommendation, cannot be doubted to have 
been highly gratifying to the General, 

The magistrates and town-council of Edinburgh were 
suspected of disaffection to the government ; yet even they 
came forward on this occasion, to testify the high opinion 
they entertained of the eminent talents and virtues, public 
and private, of General Mackay, and of the moderation 
with which he had exercised his command. They voted 
him the freedom of the city, and gave him a public dinner, 
to which the nobility and principal gentry of the town and 
neighbourhood were invited* 

About the end of November, having obtained his ma- 
jesty's leave, he resigned his command in Scotland, and 
prepared for his final departure. Testimonies in his favour 
so ample, and coming from so many different quarters, 
though grateful to his feelings, could not wholly obliterate 
the remembrance of the many mortifications he had endured 
while he held this command. He was therefore about to 
quit his native land with no very favourable impression of 
the character of his countrymen, especially those of the 
higher ranks, among whom he had experienced so much 
duplicity, selfishness, and want of public principle. 

From the words " till further orders" in Sir Thomas 
Livingstone's commission, it might be inferred that it wag 
intended that General Mackay should resume his com- 
mand either in the following spring, or at some future 
period. That this idea was in contemplation with the king, 
is not improbable ; but that it never received his own assent 
seems certain, from various passages in his Memoirs and 
annexed correspondence. In the former, he expresses him- 
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self thus :* " All these considerations made him (Mackay) 
look upon Scotsmen of those times, in general, as void of 
zeal for their religion, seeing all men hunt after their par- 
ticular advantages, and none minding sincerely, and self- 
denyedly, the common good, which gave him a real distaste 
of the country and service; resolving from that time for- 
ward to disengage himself out of it as soon as possible 
he could get it done, and that the service could allow." 
It was not, however, on public grounds alone, that the 
General's distaste of his native country was founded. Con- 
siderations of a private and personal nature coincided, and 
of these the chief probably was the murder of his two elder 
brothers, already mentioned; which, being still unavenged 
by public justice, made on his mind an indelible impres- 
sion to the prejudice of his countrymen. Being a man of 
warm affections, attached to his family, his friends, and his 
country, it is not to be supposed that he would have re- 
mained twenty-one months in Scotland, and, at different 
times, several weeks at Inverness, within fifty miles of his 
own estate and the abode of his near relatives, without 
visiting them, had not some cause of a very peculiar and 
delicate nature interposed. 

At length this brave christian soldier bade a last adieu 
to the country of his birth, and proceeded to London, where 
he had an interview with his majesty, which, let us hope, 
for the honour of the sovereign, was gracious, and such 
as his faithful services deserved. He accompanied the king 
to the Hague, and spent the winter with his family in 
Holland. 

Frequent meetings of council were summoned by the 
king, to deliberate on the measures of the approaching 



* Page 77. 
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patriot, stifling his feelings, lest the great cause in which 
he was engaged should be injured by the vindication of 
his private wrongs. He wrote, however, to the Earl of 
Portland, that, if it pleased God he survived this campaign, 
he should seek a master who would more duly appreciate 
his services. At his audience of leave, the king said nothing 
to him on Irish affairs, " il ne me dtt le petit mot" and dis- 
missed him without a single word of explanation or apology 
for the past. With every allowance for the cold and phleg- 
matic temperament of King William, it is impossible to 
refrain from expressing our disapprobation of such treat- 
ment of an old and faithful servant, so self-denyedly (to 
use his own word) devoted to his interest. 

Notwithstanding the victory of the Boyne, and the sub- 
sequent successes of King William in the north of Ireland, 
the kingdom was far from being as yet reduced under his 
authority. The great mass of the population were ignorant 
and bigoted papists, of course attached to the late monarch, 
and had recently been joined by strong reinforcements from 
France, under the command of St. Ruth, a general of repu- 
tation. To expel the one and subdue the other were to be 
the objects of the ensuing campaign. 

About the beginning of May, 1691, Mackay passed over 
to Ireland, to enter on the duty now assigned to him. On 
his arrival at Dublin, he found de Ghinkel before him, and 
the other general officers at their respective posts — all pre- 
paring to open the campaign. The army consisted of about 
twenty thousand men, of five different nations ; English, 
Scotch, Dutch, Germans, and Danes; and, besides the 
general officers already mentioned — of whom no more than 
two, Mackay and Talmash, were British — there were three 
other foreign officers of rank ; La Meloniere, a Frenchman ; 
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the Count of Nassau, a Dutchman ; and the Prince of Hesse 
Darmstadt, a German. In councils of war, the general 
officers had occasional differences of opinion, which they 
supported sometimes even with warmth; hut, to their 
honour be it recorded, these never interrupted the public 
service, nor disturbed the harmony of their private meetings. 

On the 29th Mackay quitted Dublin, and arrived at 
Mullingar on the following day about noon. This place 
was one of great importance, being the only depot of arms 
and provisions hitherto established out of Dublin, and yet 
he found it almost entirely without defence. He therefore 
took the liberty of earnestly recommending de Ghinkel, to 
cause the detachments of infantry stationed there to throw 
up breastworks, so as to render it in some degree less liable 
to assault. Little, in his opinion, seemed necessary to give it 
a respectable appearance in the eye of an enemy, who had, for 
a considerable length of time, suffered it to remain unmo- 
lested so near him, though garrisoned by no more than three 
hundred effective men. After bestowing some labour on 
this place, although it was still very inadequately enclosed, 
it was resolved, on the arrival of General Douglas* with 
the northern corps of the army, to march to the attack of 
Baltimore, with a body of from nine to ten thousand men, 
before the Duke of Wirtemberg had moved from Clonmel 
with the southern division. 

To this resolution, framed on a contempt of the enemy, 
more than on any sound principle in warfare, Mackay urged 
the solid objection, that St. Ruth, being at the head of a 
force superior to theirs united, it left it at his option to 
advance between the two divisions, and force the one or 

* The Generals Douglas and Kirke, not agreeing among themselves, 
were withdrawn from Ireland and sent to Flanders. 
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the other, perhaps both in their turn, to engage at a disad- 
vantage. He was, besides, still in possession of all the 
bridges and fords on the Shannon, and could, therefore, in 
the event of their advancing, throw himself on Mullingar 
by the passage that best suited him, and thus intercept 
their communication with Dublin, the main source of their 
supplies. The opinion prevailed, however, which repre- 
sented the Irish commander as little inclined to enterprize, 
and Baltimore was immediately attacked, and taken after 
a slight resistance; the defences of the place being bad, 
although the natural position was strong. 

After the capture of Baltimore, a council of war was 
assembled, to determine whether the Duke of Wirtemberg 
should be ordered to advance to meet the main body, or 
remain at Ballibeg, six miles from the bridge of Banagher, 
where the passage of the Shannon was to be attempted. 
The majority of the generals were for leaving him there, 
in order to save a counter-march; but Mackay brought 
forward so many well-founded arguments for an opposite 
course, that the duke was ordered to advance, and the junc- 
tion fixed to take place four miles from Baltimore, on the 
road to Athlone. This was a large and well-fortified town, 
situated on the banks of the river Shannon, fifty-five miles 
west of Dublin. It was divided by the river into two 
unequal portions, or towns; the larger defended by a gar- 
rison of native Irish, with St. Ruth behind, at the head of 
a French army of twenty- five thousand men, and the river 
face was protected by works erected in the preceding year, 
under the eye of a French engineer, then in the service of 
King James, but who had since deserted from him. 

Mackay's opinion, recommending the immediate junc- 
tion of the two divisions of the army, having at length been 
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adopted, both moved simultaneously — the one from Balti- 
more, the other from Streamstown, and marched next day 
in a body to within two miles of Athlone. Early on the 
following morning the attack of this place was commenced 
by Major-General de Tettau advancing with four regiments 
of infantry, and some cavalry, in order to dislodge the 
enemy from the advanced works and defiles in front of the 
town, while Mackay brought up the remainder of the 
infantry to their support, in the event of their requiring 
aid; but they succeeded in driving, without assistance, 
into the body of the place, all the force opposed to them. 
A battery of eight twenty-four pounders was then erected, 
with which, by five p. m. the second day, a practicable breach 
was made; and it was therefore determined to proceed 
forthwith to the assault, although from the battery to the 
breach, a distance of three hundred paces, there was little 
or no cover. 

The command of this service devolved on Mackay, as 
the major-general of the day, having under his orders 
Brigadiers Stuart and Witkinhoff. After making all the 
necessary arrangements for the attack, he had just placed 
himself on the battery to see the issue, when he observed 
that the advanced party had missed its way and halted. 
He therefore instantly hastened to Brewer's regiment,* and 
taking by the hand the first captain he came to, showed 
him the right way to the breach. Brigadier Stuart also, 
observing that the lieutenant leading the grenadiers was 
killed, and that the lieutenant-colonel at the head of the 
whole party had received a wound, which brought him to 
the ground, proceeded with his regimentf directly to the 
breach, where they arrived at the same time with Brewer's ; 

* 12th foot + 9th foot. 
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and, having cleared it, their united force, in spite of a des- 
perate resistance on the part of the enemy, soon drove them 
to the extreme end of the bridge between the two towns. 

In order to secure the possession of what had thus been 
gained, lodgments were now made against the bridge, and 
against a ford immediately below it, by which a portion 
of the routed enemy had been observed to retire. No 
measures had previously been taken for this purpose, nor 
had any arrangements been made for proceeding to attack 
the west town, although it is evident this would have been 
the time to force the passage of the Shannon, had Athlone 
been the point fixed on for makmg the attempt. 

De Ghinkel, naturally wavering and irresolute, was so 
distracted with the multiplicity of his councils, that he 
could not adopt any definite project; and was contin- 
ually changing his mind, according to the opinions of 
those with whom he had last consulted. To assist his 
judgment, he had recourse to repeated councils of war, 
which, however, served only to bewilder him the more; 
their advices being as many and various as were the 
advisers. The heavy cannon having arrived, it was 
placed in battery, and produced considerable effect on the 
defences of the opposite town: but no decisive plan of 
attempting the passage had been arranged. Almost every 
general in the army appeared to have his favourite project, 
till at length these seemed reducible to the three follow- 
ing, viz., to force a passage by means of a bridge of poni 
toons above the stone bridge, by this bridge itself, or by 
the ford below it. 

Each of these plans had its respective abbettors. Mac- 
kay stood alone in disapproving of all the three; of the 
first and second as impracticable, of the third as hazard- 
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ous in the extreme. He was overruled, however, by an 
overwhelming majority, which included the commander- 
in-chief, and it was resolved to make the attempt, begin- 
ning with the first plan proposed. On trial, however, this 
was abandoned; the ground on the opposite side being 
found firm in one place only, and this place strongly 
guarded by the enemy. 

The stone bridge consisted originally of three arches, 
all of which were broken down by the Irish, to prevent the 
entrance of the assailants. The two next the English side 
were now repaired, and beams thrown across the third arch, 
to be planked at the moment of intended attack ; but when 
this critical moment arrived, and the advanced party were 
waiting for orders to storm, a grenade thrown from the 
Irish side set fire to the wooden work, which, in a few 
minutes, consumed the whole, and thus the labour of nine 
days was lost. The intended attack from this point was 
abandoned of course; and the troops, after being ordered 
to hold themselves in readiness for another, returned to 
their quarters sullen and dejected, from this disappoint- 
ment of their hopes. To stimulate their exertions, money 
had been distributed among them in the morning, which 
coming to the knowledge of the Irish, they taunted them 
during the night, by repeatedly calling out to inquire what 
value they had given their officers for the bounty they 
had received. 

A council was summoned in the afternoon, to consider 
what steps should now be taken. The members gave their 
opinions seriatim, and agreed that the ford below the stone 
bridge was the most eligible point of attack. In opposition 
to this determination, Mackay again stood out alone, in- 
sisting that it was contrary to the acknowledged maxims 

o 
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of war, to risk the safety of an army, by attempting the 
passage of a deep and rapid river, in the face of strong 
works, backed by an enemy of superior force, who would 
not fail to take advantage of his position ; that, in the few 
cases wherein such attempts had succeeded, it had been 
owing to surprise, the proper moment for which, on this 
occasion, had been lost; and, finally, insisting that, should 
the attempt fail, the consequence would be the unavoidable 
retreat, ruin, and disgrace of the whole army. Instead, 
therefore, of a ford so full of difficulty and danger, he 
pointed out two others, viz., Meelick, a few miles below, 
and Lanesborough, about an equal distance above the town, 
either of which would be found safer and more practicable. 
The majority, however, adhered to their original opinion, 
and the following day was fixed on for the attack. Late 
at night Mackay had a private interview with the com- 
mander-in-chief, at which he stated some further consider- 
ations, in confirmation of the plan he had recommended, 
offering his services to conduct the passage, and reiterated 
his former arguments with such effect, that he parted with 
de Ghinkel, believing him to be a convert to his opinion. 
But, when the morning came, the characteristic doubts and 
hesitation of the latter returned, and he reverted once more 
to his favourite ford. 

There were in the army four major-generals of infantry, 
viz., Mackay, de Ruvignie, Talmash, and Tettau, among 
whom it had been settled that each should command a 
day in turn. Agreeably to this arrangement, it became 
Mackay's duty to command this attack. De Ghinkel, 
however, under pretence of employing the same officers 
and men as on the former day, according to the general 
orders already issued, but, in reality, from a secret disincli- 
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nation to entrust the command to an officer who disapproved 
of the measure, attempted to substitute Major-General Tal- 
mash in his room ; but Mackay boldly asserting his right to 
the post, alike of honour and of danger, the commander- 
in-chief yielded. This being communicated to Talmash, he 
requested permission to accompany the attacking party as 
a volunteer; a request to which Mackay would not accede, 
judging it imprudent to engage more than half the major- 
generals of infantry in this enterprise, when there might 
be so many occasions hereafter for their services. 

The Shannon was passable only during the heat of sum- 
mer, and even then but for a space barely sufficient to admit 
of twenty men abreast. The ford was rugged and full of 
large stones, so slippery, that they caused the men to stum- 
ble almost at every step. Two thousand men were destined 
for this daring, if not desperate, enterprise — forming six 
regiments, one of which was Mackay's own, commanded 
by his gallant nephew, lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable 
JEneas Mackay, so often already distinguished.* The men 

* This being the last time iEneas Mackay's name will occur, a few 
additional particulars concerning him and his brother Robert may here 
be introduced. On the death of their, father, they were both sent, at 
an early age, to Holland, to be educated for the military profession, 
under the eye of their uncle General Mackay, who, in due time, procured 
commissions for them in his own regiment ; and their attention to the 
studies and duties of their profession afforded favourable indications 
of their future character. Of Robert's short but brilliant 'career, a few 
notices have already been given. The first mention we find of iEneas 
is in 1688, when, having come to Scotland, as Captain Mackay, osten- 
sibly to visit his family, but probably also on a secret political mission 
from the Prince of Qrange, he was arrested as a suspicious person, and 
confined in the castle of Edinburgh. Here he lay in close custody 
till the Revolution, when he was released, and soon aft-jr promoted to 
the majority of Livingstone's dragoons. He served constantly with 
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being paraded, Mackay addressed them in terms suited to 
his own religious character and their peculiar circumstances, 
standing as they then did, perhaps, on the brink of eter- 
nity. He exhorted them to keep steady, and, as much as 
possible well closed while in the water, so as to come forth 
to the attack in a dense mass; representing to them, at the 
same time, the all-important necessity of making a vigorous 
onset, for on this almost alone (humanly speaking) hung the 
issue of the contest — the smallest check on such occasions 
generally proving fatal. 

After seeing the advance enter the water, led by Colonel 
Gustavus Hamilton* and the gallant young Prince of Hesse 
Darm8tadt,t he stationed an aide-de-camp on the bank, to 
repeat his instructions to each regiment as it entered the 
river; and, matters being thus arranged, fearlessly plunged 

that regiment during the years 1689 and '90, and greatly recommended 
himself by his vigilance and activity. Being reappointed to his former 
regiment as lieutenant-colonel in 1691, he passed over with it to Ireland, 
and commanded it on the passage of the Shannon, and at Aughrim. 
Next year we find him in Flanders, and at the head of his regiment in 
the battle of Steinlcirk. He succeeded his uncle as colonel of the regi- 
ment, and in 1695- was promoted to the rank of brigadier-general, in 
which he continued to serve with distinguished reputation till 1697, 
when, having received many severe wounds, he was ordered to Bath 
for the recovery of his health, and died there. A monument is erected to 
his memory in the cathedral of that city. Thus lived, and thus died 
under the age of thirty, these two gallant brothers, of wounds received in 
the service of their country, and like the chevalier Bayard, " Sans peur, 
et sans reproche." To their excellent mother, Barbara Lady Reay, the 
bereavement was the more severe, as she had some years before lost her 
eldest son Donald, master of Reay, by an accidental explosion of gun- 
powder, and had no other son left for the solace of her widowhood 

* Of 20th foot 

+ Colonel of 6th foot, killed at Barcelona, 13th April, 1705. 
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into it himself, the water up to his waist, under a hot fire 
of grape and musketry, from which, however, through the 
mercy of God, he escaped himself unhurt, with the loss of 
no more than fifty of his men ! So soon as they reached the 
opposite bank, the soldiers, animated by the example of 
their commanders, scrambled up the breach as they best 
could, one helping another, but scarcely knowing how they 
were enabled, either to cross the river, or enter the town. 
Having gained the summit, they formed into two divisions, 
one of which, led by Mackay, took to the right, and the 
other, by Tettau to the left, both scouring the ramparts, 
and driving all before them, till they met on the opposite 
side of the town, to the utter dismay of the garrison as 
well as of the inhabitants. Of the former, one thousand 
were slain, though no quarter was refused; and within an 
hour from his entering the river, Mackay was in complete 
possession of the town. Having secured the guns on the 
land side, he turned them against the astonished St. Ruth, 
who never dreamed of the passage of the Shannon being 
forced, or of the town of Athlone being taken in such a 
manner, and would scarcely believe the intelligence, till he 
had ocular demonstration of its truth. 

The success of this bold and hazardous enterprise, while 
it places the gallantry and conduct of General Mackay in a 
conspicuous point of view, by no means invalidates the cor- 
rectness of his previous opinion against it ; for, had it failed, 
which, but for the misconduct of his adversary it was more 
likely to have done — to say nothing of the loss of lives — 
the want of provisions must have compelled de Ghinkel 
to raise the siege, and retreat with disgrace.* 

* One of the highest military authorities of the day, Field-Marshal 
the Duke of Berwick, who had himself inspected the localities, speaks 

O 3 
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The capture of Athlone having been thus happily ef- 
fected (2d July), the enemy was permitted to retire unmo- 

T 9 

lested, de Ghinkel being unable to make ah immediate 
pursuit for want of ammunition; besides which, he now 
felt the fatal effects of his negligence at the commencement 
of the campaign, in not establishing magazines nearer than 
Mullingar. St. Ruth encamped at Ballinasloe ; where, after 
many changes of purpose, and frequent deliberations as to 
the route to be pursued, the Dutch general at length 
marched towards him; upon which the other took up a 
strong position three miles farther on, near the village of 
Aughrim. Here, on being followed up, he showed a dis- 
position to take advantage of the ground, and remain 1 firm, 
after his advanced piquets had been driven in from the 
heights in front of his camp. 

A skirmish now took place between the Irish outposts 
and Cunningham's dragoons, who had been sent forward 

of the attempt to force the passage as being ridiculous ; and gives it 
as his opinion, " that,* if St. Ruth had done his duty, the result could 
not fail to have been different." — " Berwick's Memoirs," vol. i., p. 90. 
" This," says Bishop Burnet, " was executed by Mackay with so much 
resolution, that many ancient officers said it was the gallantest action 
they had ever seen."— " History ," vol. Hi., p. 108. According to Smollet, 
" there never was a more desperate service ; nor was exploit ever per- 
formed with more valour and intrepedity."— -" History," vol. i., p. 120. 
Winne writes as follows : " This might have been reckoned among those 
rash actions which are more for astonishment than imitation." — " Hist, of 
Ireland," vol. ii., p. 326. The author of the " Life of King William," 
after describing the passage of the Shannon, adds, that " the besiegers now 
found more obstruction from rubbish, and stuff beaten down by their 
own cannon, than from the enemy ; which made the soldiers curse and 
swear bitterly, and gave occasion to that excellent person, Major-Gcneral 
Mackay, to tell them ' they had more reason to fall upon their knees, and 
thank God for the victory ; and that they were brave men, and the best of 
men, if they would give up swearing.' "—"Life of King William," p. 305. 
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to dislodge the former from some garden ground, which 
it was deemed expedient to be occupied by the left wing 
of the British, and more than a mile distant from the 
enemy's right. The enemy appearing to support their 
skirmishers, Eppinger's regiment, in the first place, and 
then — seeing the Irish still disinclined to give way — the 
whole left wing, was ordered forward to occupy the dis- 
puted ground. This occasioned a movement in the ene- 
my's camp, as if they were withdrawing from the left, in 
order to strengthen their right, which made Mackay observe 
to the general, that less marked demonstrations had often 
led to a general action. He at the same time proposed to 
him, as his right was covered by a marsh, that he should 
transport some of his cavalry from the right to the left, 
where the ground appeared better adapted to cavalry move- 
ments; adding, that in order to prevent the enemy em- 
ploying all his cavalry with his right, it would be well to 
cause a few battalions of his own right to move, down to- 
wards the marsh which separated it from the" enemy's left, 
as well to dislodge some of his out-posts, as to determine 
if all the ground that appeared inaccessible were really so. 
To this General de Ghinkel replied by ordering him along 
with the Major-Generals de Ruvignie and Talmash to pro- 
ceed to the right wing, to take the command, and act as 
the nature of the ground and other circumstances should 
require. 

In accordance with this order, Mackay sent forward 
some battalions of the first line of the right wing, on which 
the enemy in front retired towards the castle which covered 
his left. He examined the ground, and found that he 
could draw up about four battalions in line upon it, which 
force was immediately brought forward under the fire of 
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the enemy's cannon, and some squadrons of cavalry dis- 
tributed behind. He then caused a rivulet on his left to 
be sounded, in the event of his requiring to extend his 
front in that direction ; and, ordering up twelve field pieces 
to silence the three by which his advanced line was incom- 
moded, he judged it expedient to suspend further measures, 
as the skirmish on the left had led to no ulterior opera- 
tions on that side of the field; and the main portions of 
the two armies there opposed to each other were still a 
full mile asunder. In order, however, to satisfy Major-Ge- 
neral Talmash, who would have had him advance against 
all rule, Mackay sent an aide-de-camp to the commander- 
in-chief, demanding to know whether he deemed it expe- 
dient to attack, that both wings might in such case act 
in conjunction. De Ghinkel being then either much occu- 
pied, or undecided, replied, that he was to act as he saw 
fit; being sent to a second time about five p.m., he came 
himself to the right, and it was arranged that he should 
immediately advance with the left, and when Mackay saw 
that wing sufficiently approached to the enemy, the general 
attack was to take place. About two hours afterwards, 
judging the left wing to be far enough advanced, Mackay 
ordered four regiments, those of Earle, Brewer, Herbert, 
and Crichton, to advance on the left of the four already 
brought up, with strict injunctions to halt, after taking 
possession of the hedges beyond the bog in their front, 
till further orders, or until they perceived the force on their 
right gaining upon the enemy. He then advanced himself, 
with the regiments of Kirk,* Gustavus Hamilton, f Bel- 
lasis,t and Lord George Hamilton,§ and drove the enemy 

* 2d. t The 20th. X 22d. $ Afterwards Earl of Orkney. 
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from the first and second lines of hedges in front, and 
from right and left of the castle of Aughrim — ordering 
these regiments to draw up there while he looked around 
for a passage for de Ruvignie with the cavalry. In the 
meantime, the four first-engaged regiments, forgetting their 
instructions, pursued the routed enemy beyond all the lines 
of hedges, and were in their turn taken in flank, and 
overthrown ; as was also the second brigade of the right, 
which the Prince of Hesse had brought forward without 
orders; and on seeing this reverse on the right, several 
regiments of the left wing began to give way. Mackay 
now saw that the only chance of arresting defeat was by 
endeavouring to turn the flank of the pursuing enemy. He 
therefore addressed the commanding officers of the regi- 
ments of cavalry immediately about him, and entreated 
them — for the honour of the English nation, the interest 
of religion and liberty, and all they held sacred — to rush 
forward for this purpose without delay; for he observed 
that the route of the infantry made them hesitate. The 
Oxford regiment, however, soon led the way, and was 
immediately followed by the regiments of Villers* and 
Leveson,f with de Ruvignie at their head. The enemy, 
aware of this design, attacked them before they had com- 
pletely formed, after passing the defile, and succeeded in 
driving back some; but Mackay pushing forward others 
to their support, they held their ground. Still, fearing they 
might eventually be overpowered, he ordered a lieutenant- 
colonel to pass with his squadron to take the enemy in 
reverse, at a spot more exposed to the fire of the castle 
than that where the others had passed. This lieutenant- 

* 2d, or queen's dragoon guards. 4- 3d dragoons. 
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colonel, whom (perhaps to spare some fair name) he does 
not further designate, answered, if he wished him to pass 
there, he must show him the way. Mackay, though he 
severely rebuked the officer, saw it was not a time to weigh 
the rules of discipline, and instantly putting himself at the 
head of the squadron, cried, " Follow me, then." He leaped 
the ditch in front; his horse bogged on the opposite side, 
and he was thrown from his seat. Not a man of the squad- 
ron took the leap after him, but, all retiring, left his groom 
to remount him. In his leap back he was more fortunate, 
having escaped unhurt, amidst the shower of musketry 
which his awkward position had drawn on him from the . 
castle. From this untoward spot he hastened to the defile, 
where the other cavalry had passed, and, advancing up the 
rising ground where the infantry got the first check, ob- 
served a fresh squadron of the enemy bearing down upon 
the cavalry. He ordered Wousely's horse to advance 
slowly to meet this squadron, their ranks well closed, to 
show a steady front, and not to fire. Wousley obeyed with 
coolness and gallantry, and the enemy turned back. Mackay 
then made sign to some corps he saw in confusion, to rally 
behind Wousley, and he himself advanced to the height, 
with the three or four squadrons around him. 

The infantry, in "the meantime — recovered from their 
confusion on the pursuing force being checked by the first 
advanced cavalry — soon took order, and regained their lost 
ground, and advanced in their turn on the enemy along 
with the cavalry; the whole being now reinforced by the 
regiments of Bellasis and Lord George Hamilton. Kirk's 
regiment, however, and Gustavus Hamilton's on the ex- 
treme right, being obstructed by gardens and fences, could 
not at this time advance ; and the force within the castle 
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seeing only these two regiments now opposed to them, 
made a sally, and would have overcome them, had not 
General Schravemore perceived their danger, and sent a 
few squadrons of fresh cavalry to their succour. By this 
timely aid they heat off their assailants, and took the castle. 

While all this was going forward on the right, the left 
wing of the army remained, in a manner, inactive, after 
being relieved by the altered state of the right from the 
check they suffered at the commencement of the engage- 
ment; de Ghinkel contenting himself if he could sustain 
his infantry with the cavalry — of which force he had far 
the greater portion — until he should learn how the day 
went forward on the right. The view of that side of the 
field was interrupted by rising ground; but being now in- 
formed that the right wing was carrying all before it, he 
set forward his cavalry, and the enemy in his front were 
soon thrown into confusion. Mackay perceiving this from 
the high ground he had just attained, and having now no 
longer anything to apprehend on his own side of the field, 
pushed forward with all the cavalry he could immediately 
collect, to cut off the retreat ; and, by this movement, the 
slaughter of the enemy was greater opposite the left wing 
than in his own front — although it was undoubtedly to the 
right wing the glory of the day was chiefly due. The 
death of St. Ruth is a circumstance, however, not to be 
overlooked in accounting for the victory : he fell by a can- 
non-ball before the commencement of the general attack, 
which did not take place till near seven o'clock in the even- 
ing. Mackay pursued the routed cavalry for a distance 
of four miles, until darkness and want of guides obliged 
him to return. 
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These are the leading particulars of the memorable battle 
of Aughrim, which, together with the capture of Athlone, 
gave the finishing blow to the cause of King James in 
Ireland. The reader cannot fail to observe that Mackay, 
although only fourth in the order of rank on these two 
important occasions, appears to have influenced the issue — 
on the latter by his counsel, and on both by his conduct — 
more conspicuously and more directly than any other ge- 
neral officer in the army. At Aughrim, he had to contend 
against the. indecision of de Ghinkel, the rashness of Tal- 
roash and the. Prince of Hesse Darmstadt, and against the 
most -fatal, the most mortifying of all difficulties — the ab- 
solute cowardice of an officer at the head of a portion of 
the troops under his command. 

The following day the whole army encamped a mile 
beyond the field of battle, on the road to Loughrea, where 
they remained three days for a. convoy of provisions. De- 
tachments were sent from this post to seize the castle of 
Banagher, and to occupy the pass of Portumna; and the 
army was then marched to Loughrea without any fixed 
design, and from Loughrea to Athenry, where it was de- 
termined that, on account of the abundance of forage which 
Athlone afforded, the whole cavalry, with the exception of 
twelve squadrons, should be encamped near this place 
under General Schravemore; while the remainder of the 
army was to invest Galway. Mackay, who was not present 
at the council where this project was arranged, represented 
to de Ghinkel the impolicy of thus dividing his force, be- 
fore his heavy artillery or his provisions reached him. 
Another council was then summoned, but the original de- 
cision was adhered to, in spite of all Mackay could ad- 
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vance against it, and it was therefore fortunate that, instead 
of eighteen regiments of which the garrison was said to 
consist, there were in effect no more than fifteen hundred 
armed men in the place. 

It does not appear that, during the few remaining weeks 
of the campaign, Mackay continued to act the same pro- 
minent part which he had hitherto sustained; and as the 
object of this work is to relate the events of the war, in 
so far as he was personally concerned and no farther, it 
is judged unnecessary to pursue the details to any greater 
length. Suffice it to say, that soon after the battle of Augh- 
rim, Galway and Limerick were successively invested and 
taken, after a vigorous resistance. The latter capitulated 
on the 3d October, and to the instrument of capitulation 
the name of H. Mackay is affixed, together with those of 
Generals de GhinkeL, Schravemore, Talmash, Porter, and 
Conningsby. 

By this treaty, the Roman catholics were secured in the 
exercise of their religion, and in the enjoyment of such 
privileges as were consistent with the laws of Ireland, or 
as they did enjoy in the reign of Charles II. ; all the Irish 
then in Ireland in trie service of James, were to be par- 
doned, their estates and effects restored, and their attainders 
and outlawries reversed ; and, finally, all those who inclined 
to go to France, were to be landed there with their effects, 
at the expense of the king of England. 

The war being thus happily concluded, which delivered 
these kingdoms from the threatened yoke of popery and 
arbitrary power, and established William and Mary on 
the throne, it may safely be affirmed that Mackay con- 
tributed, under Providence, as much, if not more than any 
other individual, to bring about this happy consummation. 

p 
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He was not, however, rewarded with any of those earthly 
distinctions which usually attend the performance of such 
important services as he had rendered to his king and 
country, while de Ghinkel and de Ruvignie were raised to 
the honours of the Irish peerage, the former by the title 
of Earl of Athlone and Viscount Aughrim, the latter by 
that of Baron Galway. It is true, it was intended by King 
William, that, had it pleased God to prolong Mackay's 
valuable life, he too should be ennobled, and the intention 
was announced in a demi-official government paper of the 
day, styled, "Proceedings of the States;" but the only 
thing in the shape of reward ever bestowed on his family, 
was the giving of a company in the Scottish Brigade to 
his only son, then twelve years of age. 

. King William had, during the whole course of his reign, 
been charged with an undue partiality to his Dutch generals 
and courtiers ; and on this occasion the honours bestowed 
on de Ghinkel and de Ruvignie in preference to Mackay 
and Talmash, caused general discontent throughout the 
army. 

In the month of November, the foreign troops employed 
in Ireland were either returned to their respective homes, 
or together with a large body of British, conveyed to Flan- 
ders. There William, ever on the watch to frustrate the 
designs of the arch-enemy, alike of the protestant religion 
and the liberties of Europe, had already formed the nucleus 
of that grand army, with which, in the following year, he 
took the field against Louis XIV. To enable him to 
carry his designs into execution, he had great reliance on 
the supplies both of men and money which he had reason 
to expect from his newly acquired British dominions. In 
fXrnung his arrangements for the ensuing campaign, his 
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majesty nominated Mackay to the command of the British 
division of the confederate army, with the advanced rank 
of lieutenant-general. 

Discoursing one day with the Marshal Prince of Vau- 
demont, on the subject of his British generals, the king 
asked the marshal what he thought of them. The answer 
was, Kirke has fire, Lanier thought, Mackay skill, and 
Colchester bravery; adding, that the Earl of Marlborough 
possessed all these qualities united. Vaudemont might 
with equal truth have said, that Mackay possessed not only 
the single quality of skill, but all the other qualities enu- 
merated, in a degree not inferior to any British general 
of that day, Marlborough alone excepted; and even as to 
Marlborough, it is worthy of remark, that this illustrious 
commander had not yet had many opportunities of dis- 
playing those transcendent talents in the art of war, which 
he manifested at a subsequent period of his life. Mackay 
and he had been, as already mentioned, in their youth 
friends and fellow- soldiers, and both had attracted the notice 
of their superiors so equally, that they attained the rank 
of major-general on the very same day. 

Not having had the accidental advantages enjoyed by 
Marlborough, Mackay's rise was certainly more due to 
his merit alone than Marlborough's, which might in part, 
at least at this time, have been attributed as much to his 
fine figure and captivating address, which gained for him 
the favour of the court, as to his merits, great as they were 
justly acknowledged to be. While a field officer, Mackay 
had seen greater variety of service, and in the rank of major- 
general, had been more distinguished, particularly in the 
Irish campaign, in which his conduct having been witnessed 
by so many foreign officers, spread his fame throughout 
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all Europe. Marlborough's renown was as yet chiefly 
confined to such acts of gallant daring as those displayed 
at Nimeguen and Maestricht; for, during his campaign 
in the south of Ireland in 1690, although he took Cork 
and Kinsale in a space of time, which in those days might 
be considered unprecedentedly short, it does not appear 
that he had many obstacles to surmount in his success. 
Had he been cut off in this, his first command, while the 
affair of Wakourt was his sole trophy as a general, his 
name would certainly not have been handed down to pos- 
terity as a military man, with a lustre in any degree superior 
to that which may with justice be claimed for Mackay, at 
the close of his less fortunate and shorter career in arms. 

It was perhaps with a view to select among his British 
generals an individual to place at the head of the troops 
of that nation, now to be engaged on the continent, that 
the king held the conversation just mentioned with Van- 
demont ; and it is probable the opinion of the marshal would 
do no more than confirm his majesty's own choice of the 
Earl of Marlborough, had he not at this very time fallen 
into disgrace at court. It therefore must have been owing 
to this circumstance, as much as to his own well-earned 
reputation, that this distinguished command was conferred 
on Mackay ; for it was the appointment which, of all others, 
the aspiring Sarah Jennings, Countess of Marlborough, 
would have coveted for her husband : and that it was given 
to Mackay is a striking proof of the high estimation in 
which his military character was held by King William, 
himself a competent judge of military merit. 

With all Mackay's piety and christian humility, it may 
be supposed how much he was gratified by an appointment 
so distinguished, more especially after the slights and mor- 
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tifications of the three preceding campaigns ; and the chris- 
tian reader will readily believe, that he was earnest in 
supplicating the direction and blessing of the Almighty, on 
the important charge which he was now to undertake. By 
what means it was brought about, is not known to the 
author; his utmost researches having failed in filling up 
the chasm in the personal history of Mackay, from the 
conclusion of the Irish war to the commencement of that 
of Flanders. He trusts however, that when the treasures 
of the state-paper office at Whitehall, and the archives 
of the Hague, shall have been unlocked, and fully laid open 
to the scrutany of a Coxe, or other biographer, competent 
to the task of clearing up mysterious passages in the poli- 
tical history of that period, it will be seen how many more 
difficulties Mackay had to contend with than are generally 
known, and how numerous and important the sacrifices 
of personal ease and interest he made to the public good. 

William being now left at liberty to give his undivided 
attention to the grand confederacy (of which he had himself 
been the prime, mover) against the ambition of Louis, re- 
paired to Holland early in 1692. While he was mustering 
his forces at Louvain, Field-Marshal the Duke of Luxem- 
bourg laid siege to Namur with an army of one hundred 
and twenty thousand men, and was speedily followed by 
the French king himself, accompanied by a magnificent 
cortege of the princes and princesses, lords and ladies of 
the court, wives and mistresses indiscriminately, together 
with a troop of comedians, opera- dancers, and singers. 
Namur had always been considered one of the strongest 
fortifications in Europe, and it had recently been strength- 
ened with additional works under the inspection of Cohorn, 
a famous Dutch engineer, who was now employed in its 

p 3 
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defence. To him was opposed Vauban, a French engineer 
of still greater celebrity, whose works at Lisle and Tournay 
have always excited the admiration of competent judges. 

The spectacle thus exhibited was novel and imposing, 
inasmuch as the two most powerful monarchs of Europe 
headed their respective armies, while the two greatest engi- 
neers perhaps the world had ever seen, put forth their 
utmost efforts of genius and science combined, in opposi- 
tion to each other. Cohorn being unfortunately wounded 
during the siege, the star of Louis prevailed, and Namur 
was forced to surrender, after an obstinate defence under 
the very eye of King William, who found himself unable 
to raise the siege. 

Louis, elated beyond measure with his success, returned 
in triumph to his capital to receive the compliments and 
flatteries of his courtiers and poets. William, mortified, 
but nothing disheartened by a check so severe, resolved 
to give battle to the enemy, in the hope of retrieving the 
disgrace which his arms had thus sustained. He had an 
army of eighty thousand men, all fresh troops, while the 
French, though flushed with success, were considerably 
weakened by the fatigues of the siege. 

Descriptions of battles are seldom intelligible to ordi- 
nary readers, especially when unaccompanied with plans ; 
and the accounts of the historians of those times are, from 
their very minuteness, confused and contradictory. 

The French being posted near Steinkirk, William quitted 
his encampment during the night of 2d of August, and 
arriving there early next morning, spent some hours in 
reconnoitring the ground, and marshalling his toops. He 
had for his second the Count of Solms, (a name of ill 
omen), and under him the Duke of Wirtemberg and the 
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Elector of Bavaria, with Mackay at the head of the British 
infantry. Solms was jealous of Wirtemberg, hated the 
English, and presumed on his relationship and influence 
with his royal cousin, the king. Wirtemberg, being pressed 
by the enemy, sent to the count for succour, which the 
latter affecting not to understand, either wholly withheld, 
or delayed to grant, till it was perceived by the king, who 
immediately issued the most peremptory commands to the 
count to withhold no longer the required aid. He obeyed, 
but, in a tone of insolence said to those around him, " Let 
us see what sport these English bull-dogs will afford us." 
Both horse and foot had been called for, but he sent only 
the former, who could not act on account of the ground; 
and he ordered the foot to halt, which they continued to 
do, until put in motion by the king himself; by which 
means precious time was consumed, and the battle was lost. 

Others allege that orders were sent to Mackay by mis- 
take, to move to the right instead of the left, and that being 
killed in this movement, his death proved the loss of the 
day. According to Bishop Burnet's " History of his Own 
Times,"* " Mackay being ordered to a post which he saw 
could not be maintained, he sent his opinion about it, 
but the former orders were confirmed: so he went on, 
saying only, The will of the Lord be done." And the 
words with which he gave utterance to his pious ejacula- 
tion, are the last which he is recorded to have spoken. 

In this desperate action, five thousand men on the 
side of the confederates are said to have been killed or 
wounded, and of these three thousand Scots and English, 
in obedience to a rash and criminal order of Count Solms. 
Among the killed there were, besides the brave Lieutenant- 

* 8vo edition, p. 170. 
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General Mackay, (for so he is usually denominated), Sir 
Robert Douglas, Sir John Lanier, the gallant Earl of 
Angus (in his twenty-third year), Colonel Hodges (grand- 
father of Colonel Gardiner), Colonel Roberts, and many 
others of inferior rank. 

Mackay being mortally wounded, his servant leaped 
up on horseback behind, to conduct him to the rear, but 
before he reached it the vital spark had fled. The servant 
was of the same name and country with his master, and 
had attended him through many a bloody campaign. The 
king, to testify his approbation of his faithful services and 
tried attachment to his master, gave him a regimental 
quarter master's commission, in which situation he ac- 
quired such a competency, as enabled him to lay the foun- 
dation of a respectable family now existing in the High- 
lands. His Majesty attended Mackay' 8 funeral, and so 
soon as his remains were laid in the grave, exclaimed, 
" There he lies, and a braver or better man he has not 
left behind him." 

Conversing some days afterwards on the subject of the 
battle, and the characters of the officers who had fallen, 
he expressed deep regret for the loss of a particular indi- 
vidual, whom he named. A person present ventured to 
observe with surprise, that his majesty did not mention 
his old and faithful servant, Mackay; to which the king 
replied, " the individual I spoke of, served me with his 
soul, Mackay served a higher master, and has his reward." 

The foregoing details, meagre though they be, will 
enable the intelligent reader to form a just estimate of the 
intellectual and moral qualities of General Mackay ; and to 
these details will be added the testimony of Bishop Burnet, 
who, during his exile in Holland, previously to the Revo- 
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lution, was intimately acquainted with him, and bad good 
opportunities of knowing the estimation in which his cha- 
racter was universally held. " Mackay," says the bishop, 
" a general officer who had served long in Holland with 
great reputation, and who was the piousest man I ever 
knew in a military way, was sent down to command the 
army in Scotland. He was one of the best officers of the 
age, when he had nothing to do but to obey and execute 
orders, for he was both diligent, obliging, and brave, but 
he was not so fitted to command. His piety made him 
too apt to mistrust his own sense, and to be too tender, or 
rather fearful in any thing, where there might be a needless 
effusion of blood."* 

In the same volume f will be found his account of the 
battle of Steinkirk, from which that inserted in the fore- 
going sketch is partly taken. The bishop then proceeds, 
" Mackay was a man of such strict principles, that he 
would not have served in a war that he did not think 
lawful. He took great care of his soldiers' morals, and 
forced them to be both sober and just in their quarters. 
He spent all the time he was master of in secret prayer, 
and in reading of the scriptures. The king often observed, 
that when Mackay had full leisure for his devotions, he 
acted with peculiar exaltation of courage. He had one 
very singular quality : in councils of war he delivered his 
opinion freely, and maintained it with due zeal; but how 
positive soever he was in it, if the council of war over- 
ruled it, even though he was not convinced by it, yet to 
all others he justified it, and executed his part with the 
same zeal as if his own opinion had prevailed." 

* History, rol. iv, p. 47. + Page 107. 



166 THE LIFE OP [1692. 

Of Mackay's military talents, we have here much well- 
merited praise; so that, according to the bishop, he was 
esteemed one of the first officers of the age. The value 
of the praise, however, is diminished by the restricting 
clause which limits its application to the condition of his 
being employed in a subordinate capacity, where he had 
nothing to do but to obey and execute orders, and on this 
gratuitous assumption, the learned prelate declares him 
" unfitted for command." How an officer of such a cha- 
racter as is here described, could with any propriety be 
denominated " one of the first officers of the age," seems 
difficult to conceive, and the bishop's character of Mackay 
is therefore so far inconsistent with itself. 

The firBt cause assigned for the alleged .unfitness for 
command is, his "being too apt to mistrust his own judg- 
ment," which is not only unsupported by any evidence, 
but is at variance with known and admitted facts. 

Did he did distrust his own judgment immediately after 
his defeat at Killiecrankie, when, in a state of mind little 
calculated to inspire self-confidence, he acted in opposition 
to the opinion of his officers, (who recommended his re- 
turning by the nearest route to Perth), and wisely preferred 
the circuitous route across the mountains to Stirling ? Did 
he manifest any distrust of his own judgment when, on 
arriving at Stirling, exhausted in mind and body, after a 
distressing march of forty-eight hours, he rejected at once 
the pusillanimous proposition of the council to abandon to 
the enemy all the country north of Tay, and remove the seat 
of government to Glasgow ? Did he betray any symptom 
of the weakness imputed to him when, before retiring to 
rest that night, he wrote letters to the council, disapproving 
of the measures he understood they had proposed, and when 
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acting on his own responsibility, he hastily assembled an 
army of two thousand men, with which he marched back 
to Perth on the second day after his return to Stirling, 
to check the progress of the enemy? Could any com- 
mander have displayed more presence of mind, more de- 
cision, more vigour and energy of character, than Mackay 
exhibited on this occasion ? 

Let us follow him to Ireland, and observe his firmness 
in strenuously maintaining his own opinion in councils of 
war, even when opposed by all the other members. Not 
to repeat what has been already fully stated, respecting 
the passage of the Shannon, the siege of Athlone, and the 
battle of Aughrim, it is enough to say that on these oc- 
casions, Mackay displayed all the qualities which are re- 
quired to constitute a consummate commander — that it is 
impossible to peruse the history of the Irish campaign, 
without being of opinion that de Ghinkel and he ought 
to have changed places. 

The second cause for Mackay's alleged unfitness for 
command, is his " piety," .which is represented as making 
him "too tender, or rather fearful in any thing, where 
there might be a needless effusion of blood/' Such a 
weakness as is here supposed, would not only have unfitted 
him for a subordinate command, but have even wholly dis- 
qualified him for the military profession. It was Mackay's 
peculiar felicity, that all the wars in which he had been en- 
gaged, at least after he entered the Dutch service, were just 
and necessary wars, undertaken solely for the defence of 
the protestant religion, and the liberties of his country, or 
of Europe. In wars of this description, the most scru- 
pulous piety could not object to the shedding of blood, 
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when necessary to the defence of the most sacred rights, 
and carried no further. 

The opinion therefore advanced by Burnet, of Mackay's 
unfitness for command in consequence of his being too 
apt to mistrust his own judgment, and of his piety pre- 
venting the due performance of his military duty, when 
closely examined must fall to the ground. Nothing, it is 
believed, could be farther from the good bishop's intention 
than to misrepresent Mackay, or advance what would tend 
to lower his military character in the estimation of pos- 
terity; and yet that he has done so, is clear from what 
has now been stated. 

By contemporary historians, Mackay's character as a 
commander is always mentioned with high respect; and 
it was not until the publication of " Burnet's History," the 
first edition of which appeared in 1725, that his fitness for 
command was ever called in question. What could have 
prompted this excellent prelate to write in such unguarded 
terms concerning the character of a general officer, who 
had rendered such important services to his country, and 
for whom he himself, in particular, entertained such a 
high respect, is not easy to conceive, unless we suppose 
him to have written under the momentary influence of that 
constitutional etourderie for which he was so remarkable. 
Be this as it may, the unfavourable opinion he has recorded, 
has been faithfully copied without examination, by recent 
writers of all parties, and has thus done an injury, now 
perhaps irreparable, to the character of this brave soldier 
and excellent man. 

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate Mackay's pro- 
fessional character as a soldier, let us now consider his 
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piety as a christian, a subject concerning which there can 
be no difference of opinion, as it was the feature of his 
character which most distinguished him from other military 
men. At what particular period his religious impressions 
commenced, cannot now be ascertained, none of his private 
letters being extant, so far as is known to the author. That 
he was a man of the most ardent piety, is evident from his 
public correspondence — of which numerous specimens have 
been printed for the Bannatyne Club — from the testimony 
of Bishop Burnet, and from the universal voice of tradition, 
both in his own country and in Holland, where his memory 
is still cherished with reverential remembrance. Of his 
attention to preserve strict discipline, and the exercise of 
religious duties, among the men under his command, a 
striking proof has lately been brought to light, and rescued 
from oblivion, by the learned editors of an edition of his 
Memoirs, presented to the Bannatyne Club. It appears 
that, not long before his death, Mackay had drawn up a 
code of regulations for the army, contained in a book 
entitled, "Rules of War for the Infantry, ordered to be 
observed by their Majesties' Subjects, encountering with 
the Enemy upon the day of Battel. Written by Lieutenant- 
General Mackay, and recommended to all (as well Officers 
as Soldiers) of the Scots and English Army. In twenty-two 
Articles. Published by his Excellency's Secretary." " The 
conclusion of that work," it is observed by the learned 
editors alluded to, "exhibits in a singularly beautiful and 
interesting manner this part of his (Mackay's) character. 
'Lastly, when all dispositions are made, and the army 
waiting for the signal to move towards the enemy, both 
officers and soldiers ought seriously to recommend, together 

a 
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with their souls and bodies, the care and protection of the 
cause for which they so freely expose their lives, to God, 
who overruleth the deliberations and councils, designs and 
enterprises, of his creatures, and on whose blessings alone 
the success of all undertakings doth depend; — which they 
may do in these, or the like words : — 

'A PRAYER. 

( O, almighty King of kings, and Lord of Hosts, which 
by thy angels thereunto appointed doth minister both war 
and peace. Thou rulest and commandest all things, and 
sittest in the throne judging right; and therefore we make 
our addresses to Thy divine Majesty in this our necessity, 
that thou wouldest take us and our cause injo thine own 
hand, and judge between us and our enemies. Stir up 
thy strength, O Lord, and come and help/us, for thou givest 
not always the battle to the strong, but canst save by many 
or by few. O, let not our sins now cry against us for 
vengeance, but hear us thy poor servants, begging mercy, 
and imploring thy help, and that thou wouldest be a defence 
for us against the enemy. Make it appear that thou art. 
our Saviour, and mighty deliverer, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.' " 

It was a common saying among the Dutch soldiers, 
that General Mackay knew no fear but the fear of God. 
Such popular sayings are commonly founded in truth, and 
that it was so in the instance before us, the reader, it is 
hoped, will readily believe. It appears from the uniform 
tenor of Mackay's life, that he had the fear of God con- 
tinually before his eyes, and that he not only habitually 
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regulated his own conduct by the precepts of the gospel, 
but also was at pains to enforce obedience thereto among 
the officers and soldiers under his command, for whose 
moral and religious, as well as military conduct, he felt 
himself to a certain degree responsible. In the sublime 
scripture doctrine of a particular providence (to use an 
expression of Professor Dugald Stewart's), he was a firm 
and practical believer, and embraced every opportunity 
of inculcating the doctrine on his men. Every bullet, 
he used familiarly to tell them, had its billet: and if, as 
our Saviour himself has told us, without the permission 
or appointment of our heavenly Father, not even a sparrow 
falls to the ground, how much less a human being destined 
for immortality ! 

From this doctrine he derived never-failing support 
in the hour of need; being fully persuaded that all the 
events of the present life, great and small, prosperous and 
adverse, are under the guidance of unerring wisdom and 
goodness. 

Animated by this conviction, he cut his way, unsupported 
and alone, through the opposing ranks of the Highlanders 
at KiUiecrankie ; claimed the post of danger, because the 
post of duty, at Athlone; and plunged into the Shannon, 
regardless of the perils of fire and sword ; rushed into the 
thickest of the fight, and turned the battle, at Aughrim ; and 
finally, at Steinkirk, in obedience to the rash and criminal 
order of his immediate superior, coolly marched on to cer- 
tain and instant death, with this ejaculation in his mouth, 
" The will of the Lord be done." 

Such was General Mackay. From men, he did not 
receive those rewards which his services merited; but he 
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knew his record was on high, and that with his last breath 
he might confidently adopt the triumphant language of 
the Apostle, and exclaim, "I have fought a good fight, 

1 have finished my course, I have kept the faith : henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day." — 

2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. " Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is peace." — Psalm xxxvii. 37. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Inverness, 14th June, 1689. 

My Lord, 

Being in haste when I wrote my last from the head of 
Strathspey, I forgot to mention the Laird of Balnagown, 
the chief of the name for Robs, who is a man of good fol- 
lowing, and bath testified all the zeal and forwardness which 
could be expected of the most and best affected for bis ma- 
jesty's service and the present government. Upon my 
desire, the committee of estates did send him a commission 
of sheriff principal of the shire of Ross; and because I know 
that others who are neither so capable to do his majesty's 
service, nor to exercise that charge, will be putting in for 
it, I judged it expedient to advertise your lordship, that he 
may be continued therein by his majesty, it being an affront 
instead of favour (which he deserves, by his readiness to all 
things that I command him for his majesty's service), if he 
should be put out. Next Seaforth he is the considerablest 
man in Ross for the matter of following; so I pray your 
lordship may represent to the king, that he may be con- 
tinued, for none other can take so ill the not getting of it 
as he the being put out of the possession of it. I have sent 
to Lochaber to know what the rebels are a-doing ; they are 
separate once, as my former did mention. All the forces I 
had north, after the junction of Ramsay and the two Eng- 
lish regiments, would make little more than two thousand 
men ; and the combined Highlanders can make three thou- 
sand, besides as many more that would quickly join them, 
if once they had some advantage. The Highlanders are 
absolutely tne best untrained men in Scotland, and can be 
equalled to our new levies, though they were better armed 
than they are, particularly those Highlanders we have in 
head. I will nevertheless labour to settle things, so that the 
general interest of the service may be secured here, though 
I, with a party of the foresaid troops, go south; but some 
particular men may come to suffer, particularly the Laird of 
Grant, at whom they have great prejudice, as well as at the 
rest of our friends, but he lies the most exposed of all ; but if 
the whole be saved, the particular breaches may be easily 
made up. I shall be obliged to stay some few days here, 
both that I may consider what places are most expedient to 
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be taken in possession, and that the noise of my sudden 
march from this bring not the rebels so quickly together 
again, to fall down upon these countries, though I leave 
double the number of regular forces of what I had against 
the same enemy: so I hope things may be well enough 
secured, if nothing come from Ireland. God, I hope, will 
put a happy end to all, to his glory and the security of his 
salutary truth, to us and our successors under the govern- 
ment of their majesties, and theirs. I am, my lord, your 
lordship's most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 

P. S. — A place of security made at Inverlochy for a gar- 
rison of six hundred men (which cannot be undertaken 
without former provision of things necessary, and six weeks 
sure time to end it), would (with a small body of the like 
number at Inverness) make those Highlanders as peaceable 
as Moray. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE SAME TO THE 

DUKE OF HAMILTON. 

From Badenoeh, a mile from the Rebel's Camp, 1689. 

One thing I can assure your grace, that Ramsay's not 
joining me hath extremely altered the face of affaire; for 
otherwise I could easily have beat or chased the rebels 
without the least hazard of the service, being fortified with 
such a body of foot ; whereas, now I find them lodged where 
my horse can be of no value to me, and all the old foot 
we have is but two hundred; so that, without a manifest 
hazard to the service, I cannot resolve to attack them there, 
the more that they are, by all information I can get, con- 
siderably the strongest, which I would not value if I could 
bring them to plain ground. The rebels expect the junction 
of the Athole, Mar, and Badenoeh men, besides Breadal- 
bane, Macdonald of the Isles, Macleod, the Mackenzies, and 
Caithness men, if things go favourably for them. The 
Marquis of Athole might have done much to have prevented 
all this disorder, if he had been so much for the protestant 
religion, and the interest of King William and Queen Mary, 
as his lordship was pleased to protest, more than once, so- 
lemnly to me ; and I believe my Lord Tarbat doth not so 
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much as he should, either for disposing well his own family, 
or other Highland chiefs, by whom his advice is of great 
esteem. God forgive them that would bring in popery and 
the violentest of all persecutions (French and Irish) upon 
these nations. Now I have given your grace a full detail of 
the state of affairs in the north. Besides that, little good is 
to be expected of all benorth Tay, all the well-affected fami- 
lies being in small numbers. Besides the others, I am in- 
formed Marr's men have disobeyed his order to take -arms 
for the government. The six hundred men under Ramsay, 
if they had joined me according to direction, had prevented 
disorders which, haply, ten thousand men will have enough 
ado to quiet, if they of the contrary party understand to 
serve themselves of the occasion. To remedy those dis- 
orders as much as possible, I have ordered north Sir James 
Leslie's regiment of foot, and Barclay's of dragoons ; there- 
fore, if the state of affairs require others in their place, your 
grace may desire Sir John Lanier to call for so many. My 
opinion is, that a good body be lodged at St. Johnston, and 
another at Dundee, whereof a party of horse in both places ; 
and that the house of Blair of Athole be garrisoned ; for if 
they should offer to hold it out, it may be forced by a pe- 
tard, whereof we brought some from England. When your 
grace and the convention shall have read this letter, I pray 
you send it to court, that his majesty may see how things 
stand as they appeal* to me at present ; declaring before God, 
that I have no prejudice against any man, otherwise than 
that I cannot dissemble what I think amiss of men's carriage 
in such a just and christian cause, for which we ought to 
esteem it a happiness to sacrifice all temporal considerations 
freely and cheerfully. I am, &c. 

H. Mackay. 



FROM THE SAME TO LORD MELVILLE. 

Edinburgh, the 20th July, 1689. 

My Lord. 

The Master of Forbes, who, since my going north,' hath 
given singular proofs of his great zeal and affection for 
their majesties' service, hath represented unto me that, 
during the two late reigns, the Duke of Gordon hath got 
from my Lord Forbes, his father, the superiority of a great 
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many of his own and his friends' lands, which the said lord 
parted with, rather than be in disputes with the said duke, 
in a time when he himself and his family were looked down 
upon, as not ready in all things to comply with the designs 
of those times. Therefore, since the said duke's life and 
fortune are at his majesty's pleasure, he judgeth it not unbe- 
coming to labour, by a mark of his majesty's favour (which 
I can assure your lordship he deserves as much as any I 
know in Scotland) own and his to have the superiority of all 
his friends' lands which he do hold of the Duke of Gordon, 
to the end he may be in better capacity to appear more 
formidable for their majesties' service ; which consideration, 
with the credit to depend of none but the king, is the only 
reason of his solicitation, and my earnest entreaty that your 
lordship (when the king, in his own time, may judge fit 
to restore the Duke of Gordon, and pardon his former 
faults) would have the goodness to order matters so, that 
his majesty may gratify so worthy a person with the grant 
of so reasonable a demand, which is more for his majesty's 
service than any advantage to him, for it will not be ten 
pieces yearly in his pocket. I wish the Duke of Gordon's 
family well, because of an ancient friendship betwixt it and 
ours; but I prefer such as are zealous for the protestant 
interest, and the advancement of my master's service (of 
which I may call myself now a competent judge, having 
tried the pulse of most men in the north), to any considera- 
tion of particular friendship. It is a thing in the king's 
hand, and which he may do with all the justice in the world, 
and will not lessen the Duke of Gordon's estate ; and you 
know, my lord, that it is fit such persons as venture freely 
and cheerfully life and fortune for his majesty's service, 
should receive some marks of his royal favour, particularly 
when it can be done at so cheap a rate. I find this parlia- 
ment not like to jump with the intention of the king. I 
believe their grudge is at my Lord President of the Session 
and his son, for ought is pretented as yet, for some of them 
have been speaking to me of the matter. The Lord- Advo- 
cate, and your son the master, have this evening been con- 
sulting with me, whether to evite one of two inconveniences 
(that is to check his majesty's choice of ministers, or to 
hinder the settlement of the kingdom in civil and church 
government), it were not necessary that his majesty should 
™%8tow something upon Duke Hamilton, which might attach 
wholly to his majesty's interest, who certainly, if he 
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be faithfully informed, will never strike or screw up the 
royal prerogative beyond the just limits established by law ; 
but it is not fit nor safe he should part with what the law 
provides him to. The most newly levied forces are of the 
west countries ; and those who are contrary to their prin- 
ciples ; and apprehend the rigour of their government, we 
have no great reason as yet to lay much stress on. There- 
fore, if the commissioner can remove difficulties betwixt 
the king and his parliament, I think a good charge should 
be well bestowed upon him; and if thereafter he should 
not be found so serviceable, the king is always master of 
his favours. For certainly there is a great inconvenience, 
in my opinion, to be expected from proroguing the par- 
liament, without settling either of a church government or 
a College of Justice, and no less from continuing of them 
in a cross humour. How far their pretensions do consist 
with law, I am ignorant of, but one thing I believe, that 
if this parliament, by a mutinous disposition of some leading 
member, should obtain their end, it might prove of bad 
example ; but certainly if they had right on their side, it 
were worthy the greatness of the king to give their claim a 
favourable hearing. Therefore, my lord, 1 pray you to have 
a special care his majesty be put upon nothing that may 
seem to be a ground of aspersion to the enemies of his go- 
vernment ; for his majesty is supposed, by such as appear 
against his instructions, a stranger to your constitutions; 
and though, in my judgment, their heats and delays of the 
matters of greatest moment be inexcusable, I find them 
nevertheless always making great protestations of affection 
and fidelity to his majesty's service. The officers of dra- 
goons, which I sent here prisoners, have confessed guilt, and 
throw themselves at his majesty's feet, confessing their lives 
and fortunes to be at his royal pleasure, so that all their 
hopes are in his majesty's clemency, particularly Colonel 
Livingstone, whose greatest guilt seems to he in the con- 
cealing of the plot of others, for none doth testify that 
ever he consented to join the enemy; but though his ma- 
jesty should incline to pardon them, I would be of opinion 
they should be secured till things be better settled in the 
kingdom. I do not know if I can be present at the council 
of war, for I sent the forces which I design against the 
rebels on their way so far as St. Johnston, and shall follow 
them by the way of Stirling, to see that place and the im- 

R 
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portance thereof, where I leave a good hody of forces ready 
to march where his majesty's service shall require, with 
Sir John Lanier and Balfour to command them. It were 
fit the twelve troops newly levied were regimented. Annan- 
dale and Ross seem to he the expectants; they are both 
pretty men, and were forward to settle the crown upon 
their majesties: what may be their reason to join with 
the jangling party now, I cannot tell ; — haply this mark of 
his majesty's favour might break them off. There are 
several express boats sent to Loch Foil, to advertise his 
majesty's ships there of the invasion by their negligence 
made by those three ships. I cannot learn by the report 
of such as came from Belfast, that there is great appearance 
of the coming of any more ; a couple of frigates upon this 
north coast and towards the Isle of Sky would contribute 
much to subdue the rebellion. I am, my lord, your lord- 
ship's most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 



THE DUKE OF HAMILTON TO LORD MELVILLE. 

Holyrood-liouse, 28th July, 1689. 

My Lord, 

On Friday last, Major-General Mackay marched from St. 
Johnston with about four thousand foot, four troops of horse 
and dragoons, and was at Dunkeld that night, where he 
received intelligence that Dundee was come to Blair in 
Athole ; he marched on Saturday towards him, and within 
two miles of Blair, about five at night, they engaged ; and 
several inferior officers and soldiers that are come here this 
evening give us the account, that, after a sharp engagement, 
Dundee being much stronger, the Major-General was quite 
defeat ; and I have yet heard of no officers of quality that 
have come off but Lieutenant-Colonel Lauder, whom my 
Lord Ruthven spoke with as he came from St. Johnston this 
day, and gives the same account of their being wholly 
routed ; but the confusion is such here that the particulars 
are hardly to he got. We have given orders at council this 
afternoon to draw all the standing forces to Stirling, and 
have sent to the west country to raise all the fencible men ; 
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and Sir John Lanier has writ to the English forces in Nor- 
thumberland to march in here, and is going to Stirling to 
command, for Mackay is either killed or taken, by all the 
account we have yet got ; but you shall quickly have another 
flying packet or an express. I am sorry for these ill news 
I send you to acquaint his majesty with; and my humble 
opinion is, that his majesty must first beat Dundee and 
secure this kingdom, or he attempt any other thing : and 
now Dundee will be master of all the other side of Forth, 
where there are so great numbers of disaffected to join him, 
so the king must make haste to assist us to reduce him ; 
for I fear we shall not be able to defend this side of Forth 
long, and the king will know what new men are after a 
ruffle given. We do not know what to do with the pri- 
soners, there are so many of them in the Castle and Tal- 
booth here, and desire the king's command in it if they may 
not be sent, some to Berwick, and some there to the Tower, 
in a man-of-war we hear is just now coming up to Leith. 
I intend to adjourn the parliament to-morrow or next day, 
every body desiring it, to October. In this confusion and 
disorder we are in here, and having so many other things 
to despatch, all I can further say is, that I beg you may 
haste down the king's commands in this unhappy juncture, 
to your lordship's most humble servant, 

Hamilton. 



SIR JOHN DALRYMPLE TO LORD MELVILLE. 

Edinburgh, July *>S, M69. 

My Lord, 

This day brings us sorry, sad, and surprising news. 
We have good hope that your son is safe; he is wounded 
in the shoulder, but was mounted after all was broke: 
there hath been treachery in the leading them to that place ; 
and the siege of Blair, and my Lord Murray's raising his 
men, hath all been concerted, and yet I do admire that 
so good a party, so good officers and soldiers, not surprised, 
but having well fought it, could have been oppressed 
with twice so many new men. We have no perfect ac- 
counts, but there is great loss of officers. I fear poor honest 
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G. Major Mackay his brother is killed, and Colonel Ramsay 
and Colonel Hastings, and my Lord Kenmuir ; I fear poor 
Belhaven is gone: — Annandale's troops, wanting officers, 
made the first disturbance. The Lord is punishing the 
spirit of contention that reigns amongst us, by these who 
were no people. Argyle has about three thousand men 
on the other side, but new men, and though he be within 
a day's journey of Lochaber, yet he never knew that Dundee 
was marched. Dundee had not above one hundred horses ; 
the Athole men are more cruel than the enemy's army, so 
I fear few will either get off or get quarter, except some 
of the horse which ran first, and the foot officers— their 
servants are all come away with their horses. This makes 
a great consternation here; — we have ordered all the forces 
we have to Stirling, and have ordered all the fencible men 
to be rendezvoused, but I wish you may order us troops 
from England, for the countrymen will not do any service, 
and they will now become intolerable. Some people already 
appear not so concerned as the stroke requires. I think 
the other side of Tay is lost, and Fife is in very ill tune. 
The Lord help us, and send you good news of your son. 
My dear lord, adieu. 

For my Lord Melville, 
Lord Secretary of Slate for Scotland, at London. 



MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO THE DUKE OF 

HAMILTON. 

Stirling, the 29th July, 1689. 

May it please your Grace, 

I am sorry I have not better account to give your grace 
of our last expedition, but satisfied in my own mind that 
I have undertaken nothing but upon such grounds as more 
capable commanders might readily be deceived in. For I 
take God to witness (who knows the secrets of hearts), 
that I do not make such an idol of vain-glory and repu- 
tation, as to oblige me to enterprise the least thing which 
my judgment might represent to be contrary to their 
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majesties' service and the present government, upon that 
account. But considering that my forces were superior 
in number to the enemy's, as I could very well know, being 
the space of two hours in order of battle within a musket 
shot to them (not judging it fit to attack them, being ranged 
upon a hill above a plane, where I drew up troops), and 
judging my men far beyond theirs in the use of their arms 
and fermity in occasion, I thought I might safely, according 
to the rule of common prudence, engage them, though it 
pleased * * * * but it seems 

that God (in this as well as in all acts of the universe) will 
let us see the vanity of human confidence. In short, there 
was no regiment or troop with me but behaved like the 
vilest cowards in nature, except Hastings' and my Lord 
Leven's, whom I most praise at such a degree as I cannot 
but blame others, of whom I expected more, &c &c. 

H. Mackay. 



MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO LORD MELVILLE. 

Stirling, the 29th July, 1680. 

My Lord, 

As none is more grieved that any thing prejudicial to 
their majesties' service should fall to my share, so none 
shall use more diligence to repair the losses so far as may 
depend of me, than myself. My lord, your son hath be- 
haved himself, with all his officers and soldiers, extraordinary 
well, as did also Colonel Hastings with his. I have given 
a large account of matters to my Lord Commissioner, which 
I desired might be sent your lordship. I am extremely 
in pain that my wife shall have the news of my death, be- 
fore this enclosed can be at her. None of those who fled 
to Dunkeld and St. Johnston could say any thing of me, 
for they were gone near an hour before I carried off your 
son's men and Hastings' by another way than the fled 
went, to be free of the people of Athole, whose disaffection 
I discovered of. a long time to the prejudice of the service. 
This day late I came with that little body of the debris of 
those two regiments, to Stirling, without halt or rest for 

R 3 
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two days and two nights, to prevent the enemy's diligence 
to cut off my passage, and am now so overtaken with sleep 
that I can say no more, but that I am unchangeably, my 
lord, your lordship's most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 



A SHORT RELATION, AS FAR AS I CAN REMEMBER, 
OF WHAT PASSED BEFORE, IN, AND AFTER THE 
LATE DEFEAT IN ATHOLE, OF A PART OF THEIR 
MAJESTIES' FORCES UNDER MY COMMAND. 

Strathbogie, the 17th August, 1689. 

• 

After near three months' chicane with a very small parcel 
of forces against a numerous enemy, and at last having 
obliged them to disperse and separate, and having left the 
north well secured, I returned to Edinburgh to hasten 
the necessary preparations for the design I had formed to 
go to Lochaber, and secure a strong garrison in the heart 
of the Highlands, as in my judgment the most feasible 
and readiest way to subdue those Hghland rebels. I met, 
however, with such delays before the number of eight hun- 
dred horse, for the transporting, for a fortnight's subsistence, 
of meal only, that the enemy, who, questionless was adver- 
tised of our design, had time to gather together his forces, 
depending of several Highland chiefs, and to march to 
Athole to secure that country (capable to put twelve or 
fifteen hundred men under arms) for their party, which I 
had certainly prevented if the horse and provisions had not 
been too slowly furnished ; of this I accuse none, for I be- 
lieve it was want of use more than any other thing else which 
occasioned it. 

Coming to St. Johnston, there was a letter shewn me 
from my Lord Murray, wishing the person to whom it was 
sent might shew me that a speedy march was altogether ne- 
cessary to prevent the junction of his men with Dundee, 
which he should not be able to hinder if the said Dundee 
should prevent my coming to that country. Upon which 
advertisement, having six good battalions of foot by me, and 
about one hundred horse, having sent orders to four troops 
more of horse and two of dragoons to follow in all diligence, 
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I marched to Dunkeld, where I was informed that my Lord 
Murray had retired from before the castle of Blair, my Lord 
Marquis of Athole's house : upon which I presently judged 
that Dundee was marching into the country, which thoughts 
were confirmed by a letter from the said Lord Murray, who 
wrote that, according to my desire, he had secured a pass 
by which I should pass conveniently with baggage and horse 
with eighty men, but since they were but countrymen and 
volunteers, he was not sure they should stay there long: 
whereupon I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Lauder with two hun- 
dred chosen fusileers of the whole army, to keep the said 
pass till I should come up. About ten of the clock I arrived 
at the said pass, and having met with my Lord Murray, he 
told me that the most part of his men were gone from him 
to save their cattle from the Highlanders; with all that 
he thought he should get them kept from joining Dundee so 
long as he should stay upon their head, but that by no 
means they would join me. I told him, if better could 
not be, he should do as he said, till they should see the 
issue of the matter ; so, having passed the said pass, before 
I got up the regiment of Hastings' and the Earl of Annan- 
dale's troop which I left behind the baggage, lest the enemy 
or the Athole men, which I trusted as little, might send a 
party to attack them behind, I discovered the Highlanders 
approaching and gaining the heights, and pretty near before 
I could get my men to the ground, which I judged by their 
motion they would be at. So changing my march and 
facing with every battalion as it stood by a quart de conver- 
sion to the right, having viewed the ground where I judged 
apropos to range them, I made every regiment march straight 
before its face up a steep brae, above which there was a 
plain capable to contain more troops than I had ; and above 
that plain the matter of a musket-shot, a rising of a hill, 
above which, and betwixt it and a great hill at his back, 
Dundee had place enough to range his men. I could not 
have ranged mine but upon one line, both because I would 
not be outwinged, nor obliged to draw so near, the enemy 
having the advantage of the hill above us, by which he 
should force us to attack him against the height or be incom- 
modated with his too near fire. The enemy seeing me ranged 
sooner than he thought (having, as I believe, designed to 
come down upon the same ground before I could get pos- 
session of it, in which case he should have forced me over 
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a river with his fire, which could not be without manifest 
hazard of great disorder), he halted upon the height the 
space of more than two hours, wherein nothing passed hut 
some light skirmishing. At last, toward sunsetting, they 
began to descend, and having made a ragged fire, threw 
away their snaphans, and ran down the hill with drawn 
broad-swords and targes ; the battalion of Hastings, which 
was ranged upon the right hand, because the rest were 
drawn up in order before it had passed the defile, that of my 
regiment, my Lord Leven's, and Kenmore's, with the half 
of Ramsay's battalion, made pretty good fire ; the other half 
of Ramsay's, with Balfour's whole battalion, and Lauder's 
detachnent of two hundred men, gave ground, or rather fled 
without any firing. When the enemy came down, I had my 
eyes much upon their horse, which I judged scarcely so 
strong as our two troops, and having remarked that they 
seemed to attack about the middle of the line, when I per- 
ceived the most part of our fire spent, I called out the said 
two troops which I had behind the line by an interval, of a de- 
sign to cause one of them flank the approaching Highlanders 
to the left, and the other to the right — which had been of 
such effect, had they resolution to obey their orders, and 
would have so encouraged the foot, that, in all appearance, 
the Highlanders would soon have run for it ; but the said 
horse not advancing, notwithstanding I brought them up 
myself, and that the Lord Belhaven who commanded them 
did behave very honestly, after a little confused firing, they 
renversed upon the Lord Kenmuir's right wing, and so 
began the first breach, so near as I could remark. Dundee, 
with his horse wheeling to our right, came upon the batta- 
lion of my regiment, by whose fire, according to their own 
confession, both Dundee, Pitkur, one Ramsay, and others, 
were killed at the first onset ; but, in a very short time, all 
did run, except a part of the Earl of Leven's regiments, 
which — by the diligence and fermity of the said earl, with 
his lieutenant-colonel, major, and others, and a part of Colo- 
nel Hastings' regiment — which, after they had lost ground, 
the colonel, with his lieutenant-colonel and other officers, 
brought up again, and kept the field of battle. 

When all had scoured off which stood about me, so that 
I found myself abandoned in the midst of the enemies, I 
pierced through them, being well horsed, and seeing some 
redcoats in the field, I went to them, and sent presently after 
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the runaways, desiring the officers to do their utmost en- 
deavour to get as many rallied as possibly they could : but 
after near an hour's expectation, till it began to be dark, and 
seeing the enemy preparing of all sides to attack me — having 
in all but about four hundred men, which we could not 
possibly bring in any order, and receiving notice that none 
of the officers could persuade their men to stand, much less 
to return back — having advertised the men to march off 
softly, we retired in the best order we could over the little 
river, and so retired by such ways as I judged should be 
the securest, and would evit the rencounter of the Athole- 
men, who, as I was informed of officers and soldiers after- 
wards, killed more men and made more prisoners, three times 
over, than Dundee's men ; for we judged that the enemy 
lost more men in the flight than we did in this occasion. I 
could learn of no commanding officer that misbehaved, 
though I confess that my Lord Leven, Colonel Hastings, 
and their officers, have distinguished themselves in this oc- 
casion above all others. The Brigadier Balfour, my brother, 
and others, were killed after their men abandoned them. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Lauder was abandoned by his party, and 
laboured without success to rally them ; Colonel Ramsay the 
same; but two miles from the field of battle, he gathered about 
two hundred men, with which he joined me when I came 
off. I marched then with about six or seven hundred men 
through the Highland ways, till I came to castle Drummond, 
where I had a garrison; and Monday, from thence to Stirling. 
Tuesday, I despatched order to the Lord Colchester's regi- 
ment, with all the troops of new levied horse and dragoons 
thereabouts, to the number of four hundred, and with them, 
on Wednesday, took my way to St. Johnston, both to hinder 
the junction of the shires of Perth and Angus with the ene- 
mies, and to keep them in the hills. At St. Johnston we 
surprised a party of a couple of hundred men, whereof one 
hundred and fifty were killed; thither I sent for the three 
battalions that were left of the Hollands regiments, with Sir 
John Lanier's and Hayford's regiments, ordering Sir John 
when he should come up, to halt at St. Johnston till he 
heard from me. While upon the enemy's motion to the braes 
of Angus, I marched with the horse and dragoons I had 
by me to Forfar, to hinder that shire from rising in favour of 
the enemy ; and upon their further motion over the hills to 
Aberdeenshire, I went to the town of that name, and from 
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thence approached the enemy nearer : but judging by the 
nature of his post fit to receive such as would come in to 
him, both from the high and, low countries, I sent for Hay- 
ford and I Jvingstone's dragoons, having for despatch taken 
no infantry with me, to oblige them to leave that post, which 
regiments joined me the last of them this day. I am of 
opinion, and my intelligence doth confirm it, that they shall 
soon weary of it, if they get no soudain succour from Ire- 
land. To-morrow I intend to march in sight, if the enemy 
do not draw to the hills. This is a short summary of what 
past as to the late affair ; but certainly the enemy is in a 
worse state now than before his victory, for he durst never 
set his nose in the low country, because I was over all to 
oppose him. 

H. Mackay. 



FROM MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO LORD 

MELVILLE. 

Blair Castle, the 30th August, 1680. 

My Lord, 

Since my last to your lordship from Strathbogie, the 
enemy finding he could advance nothing in the north, I 
being continually in his way, and betwixt him and all com- 
munication with the low country, he turned southward by 
the same way he went north, and I followed him as close 
as I could, considering I would not engage myself in any 
bad ground with horse and dragoons, only leaving Sir Tho- 
mas Livingstone with his own regiment, which I had called 
from Inverness, three troops of Cardross' dragoons, and six 
troops of new levies in Aberdeen and Banffshire. On 
coming to this place I found the castle empty and intier, 
which might be the effect of a threatening message I sent up 
the country as soon as I arrived at St. Johnston, that if 
the castle of Blair were burnt, I would not leave a house 
standing betwixt it and Dunkeld. I had some of the coun- 
try gentlemen by me to have the benefit of his majesty's 
gracious indemnity ; but I told them, since they could not 
otherwise secure the peace sufficiently, they must bring 
in all their arms, insuring them as then of the protection 
of the government, but that I could not judge it secure 



enough to receive them upon (heir bare swearing of the 
oath of allegiance, To-mornm- I expect the answer of Home 
of them, and shall be obliged to deal rigorously with such as 
shall refuse to come in upon those terms, for they have 
shewn no much enmity to the government already, that 
we cannot be sure of them otherwise ; meantime the High- 
landers are separata, and each returned to his own home, 
from whence 1 fancy they will not gather in haste so com- 
pletely, except they have e n courage me nt from Ireland, and 
I am of opinion if tli.-y let puss the limited time prescribed 
by Ilia majesty for their submission. Ihnl it ought not to 
be given them any more, but to rouse them out of the nation 
as the hane thereof, particularly the l.ochabrians. 

If the frigates which had order to ■■ail about this north, 
to join Rooke, had order to receive directions from me, they 
had notably contributed to force them to obedience, for 
Maclean, Macdonald, and Clanranald, who are of the consi- 
derahlest of them, are Islanders, and soon subdued with 
three or four frigates, and sonic land forces aboard of them, 
which would certainly so ilishrarlvn (.In; ivsr, that they would 
quickly give it over. I am now about the garrisoning of 
some places in the nearest highlands, it bflUOg impossible 
without starving of the forces, to think to place any forces at 
Inverlochy for thia year, the season being so far advanced 
that we cannot expect much more fair weather, and no pos- 
sibility to be supplied with victuals but by sea, which 
is very uncertain, except it were there before us. I make no 
question but it may he an easy matter to make this kingdom 
peaceable, if things go well in Ireland and at sea, as I hope 
they shall, by the blessing of God. My lord, if the king 
sends down subaltern ollWrs to ('oloncl Livingstone's 
dragoons, he shall io-e thereby several good and serviceable 
officers which I have been obliged to cause place for the 
necessity of the present service, there being, after the disco- 
very of their treasonable design, but four subalterns in 
alC with the colonel and major, for all officers in the regi- 
ment. I wrote for some commissions also for my own 
regiment, of which 1 sent a list; in time of war, and at 
tins distance) it ought to be much left to the commander-in- 
chief to place officers, if he be known to be a man who 
principally doth regard the interest of the king's service, 
'n choosing of officers; for the small number allowed ub 
n the three regiments upon such strong companies, hath no 
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Question contributed to their disorder in the late occasion. 
)ne Lieutenant Arnault, of Balfour's regiment, hath be- 
haved himself very honestly, and is a careful officer, who had 
his colonel's promise to be recommended to the first vacant 
company of his regiment, which hath fallen out to be the 
colonel's own ; he deserves it very well, and your lordship 
will have no discredit in recommending him. 1 am ex- 
tremely weary of this sort of war, and it is certainly more 
fit for a man of fewer years, and more accustomed with 
the manner of the country, than for me ; so that nothing 
but my zeal for their majesties' service, and the interest of 
the protestant religion, could make it supportable to me ; so 
that if that be so far secured this year as to confine the rebels 
so within their own hills as that tney cannot trouble the go- 
vernment, or that they happen to submit to it, I hope his 
majesty will have the goodness to permit me to take my 
winter quarters in Holland, if it please God I live so long. 
For 1 can assure your lordship, that I have wrestled, not 
only with a great weakness of body for the most part of the 
time I have been in this kingdom, but also with great fa- 
tigues, inconveniences, and difficulties, particularly to get 
the forces to subsist, by reason of the slow and irregular 
methods of the government in those things to which they 
have been so little accustomed, together with the scarcity of 
money, without which the most knowing will but slowly ad- 
vance matters, except we should make war as the High- 
landers, by giving liberty to commit all sorts of disorder and 
violence, in which case we could keep an army as good as 
theirs of the same sort of people ; but I would never be the 
commander of such an army. Our new levies have not 
proved generally very good, especially the foot regiments ; I 
mean the levies ordered by the convention of estates ; for, 
my lord, your son's regiment was shattered at the late bad 
rencounter, though, I thank God for it, the king's service 
hath lost nothing except the loss of some few honest men, 
whose time was come. I am always, my lord, your lord- 
ship's most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Edinburgh, the 21st December, 1689. 

My Lord, 

Your lordship's of the 12th I had two posts ago, but 
have received nothing as yet from my Lord Portland or 
by Colonel Cunningham. It hath been my opinion that, 
in the beginning of such a signal change, considering that 
all such as did go along with it could not be supposed to 
have been acted by truly christian and self- denied principles, 
but that many of them had too great a regard to the 
particular advantages which they proposed to themselves 
thereby — I say, my lord, it was my opinion that the 
people should have been in some measure humoured, 
though thereby some persons in esteem by his majesty 
might^for a time be deprived of the outward marks of his 
royal favour; for the words of Solomon's counsellors are 
not in vain recorded, who said to his son, if thou be a ser- 
vant to this people for this one day, then will they be thy 
servants for ever. If my endeavours, or direction, or per- 
son, or interest, can contribute anything to his majesty's 
service and the promotion of this cause, your lordship needs 
no ways to question it, hoping that God (who hath been 
the author of so signal a deliverance, at the point of time 
when the ruin of the protestant interest was projected and 
far advanced in the councils of men) will return (after 
he hath let us see how little we have to trust to our own 
prudence or force) to be (in all such as he in his providence 
hath called or shall call, to have any direction in the ad- 
vancement of this cause) for a spirit of judgment to them 
that sit in judgment and for strength to them that turn the 
battle from the gate. 

I confess, that when I consider that proverb, whereof 
our Saviour made use against the false calumnies of the 
Jews as to his miracles, that a kingdom divided against 
itself cannot stand, I think I might nave some grounds of 
apprehension of the fall of Scotland in some notable dis- 
aster, for there is nothing but divisions and factions in par- 
liament, in council, in the church, and in the country. But 
when I make reflection that it is the undoubted truth of 
God for which we stand up, and which I question not but 
our king and some of those whom he doth employ (whether 

s 
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in the cabinet or in the field) do sincerely mind, and prefer 
incomparably above all temporal considerations (which in 
comparison are but a vanity), I cannot but have some lively 
hope that he will not leave unperfected a deliverance whicn 
his providence hath thus far advanced, and for the ac- 
complishment whereof there are, without doubt, many 
faithful prayers daily put up to heaven in all protestant 
churches of the world. Considering withal, that it is not 
for our sins and crimes against God (though numerous 
and conscious to every one of us) that we are hated of 
our enemies, but for our adherence to his saving truth, I 
hope he shall do it for his own great name's sake, which is 
invoked upon (and by) us, and for his truth, which, by 
their great advantages over us, would be spoken against and 
blasphemed by the enemies thereof. Therefore, though I 
am of opinion that the means to prevent trouble and unrea- 
sonable divisions ought to be diligently and carefully used, I 
labour to support always my hope by the contemplation of 
God's almighty power, and over all present providence and 
direction, overruling all the actions of his creatures, good 
and bad, so that all things must tend to the end which he 
hath proposed to himself concerning them, in his eternal, 
unchangeable, righteous, and holy counsel ; and as he want- 
eth not innumerable means, inconceivable to us, to redress 
that which we in our finite judgment think is unredressable, 
so is he bound to no means. Therefore, my lord, let every 
faithful servant of God, called to any public administration, 
make use of such reflections for his support in difficul- 
ties, but not for an occasion of tempting Providence by neg- 
lecting the means ; for I must take the liberty to say, that 
the interest of the service, and the means of restoring peace 
in Scotland, hath been too long neglected ; and that, for my 
own part, I had lost my patience so far, that I often wished 
I had never been employed in it ; but I consider that the 
heart of the king (who hath made choice of me for service) 
is in the hand of the Lord, from whose providence I also 
wait for a favourable success thereto, notwithstanding of all 
those difficulties and clouds overshadowing this comfortable 
blink of the deliverance of the protestant churches of Europe, 
which he can quickly dissipate after he hath tried our faith, 
and retired our confidence from the arm of flesh to fix it in 
him. The tenor of your lordship's letter (which seemed as 
well to regret as to apprehend the present state of affairs 
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dangerous at that rate, that the protestant interest may be 
judged to lie again at stake) hath given occasion to this 
discourse ; and assure yourself, my lord, that if the prospect 
of all the advantages which the world can propose, should 
come in the balance, it would weigh, in my estimation, no 
more than the wind in comparison of the protestant interest, 
for which, with God's strength, I shall cheerfully sacrifice 
all that can be dear to me on earth ; which is all at present 
from, my lord, your lordship's most humble servant, 

H. Mackay. 



FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Edinburgh, the 31st December, 1689. 

My Lord, 

I find by his majesty's late order for modelling and re- 
ducing r the Scots forces, that little regard is had to what I 
have reiteratively written upon that subject, which I cannot 
question but hath been laid open before his majesty ; there- 
fore I must conclude that there is more credit given to 
some other men's relation of matters belonging to my pro- 
fession, and depending of the character which I bear here, of 
commanding in chief their majesties' forces, than to mine. 
For this, I would not be in the least offended, if I did not 
see that those informations do not only level at me as inca- 
pable to judge of the most convenient places for garrisons, 
or what sort of forces are most fit to be lodged in the 
different places of the kingdom, but also are against the 
service ; for whoever hath informed, that well-affected High- 
landers, being formed in' regular bodies, are not the fittest 
for the Highlands, and to be employed in the houses next 
adjacent to the Highland rebels, have informed very ill. 
We know the contrary by experience of late, that when we 
place south-countrymen and strangers in those Highland 
countries, among the hills, they dare not stir a foot from 
their garrison, by reason they cannot trust to the guidance 
of their countrymen who are about all our garrisons, and 
enemies in their heart to our king's service, and this interest 
in general. About Indernesse, we have the Mackenzies and 
the Frasers, of the behaviour whereof I have sent your lord- 
ship lately a letter, and do send you hereby one received to- 
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day. If they have given over their design, 'tis by reason of 
a supply of horse and dragoons lately sent thither, which 
body (I mean of horse and dragoons) if the king will break 
(as I hope he shall not), I am apprehensive he shall not be 
long master of the north, and will cost him more than the 
keeping of them for a few months more can stand him, to 
recover it. The Laird of Grant's regiment in the north, 
about Indernesse, have made lately, out of houses where they 
are partly posted, some successful enterprizes upon their 
neighbouring rebels, because they know the convenience of 
the ground, which our other forces placed in Blair of Athole, 
Finlanrig, Braymar, and other places, are not capable to do, 
because they are strangers in the country, and cannot trust 
to the inhabitants ; so that, my lord, whoever meddles to 
give the king advice for changing the regiments from one 
place to another of the kingdom, without consulting him 
who commands his forces here, do take a little too much 
upon them, and, haply by the consequence, more than they 
could well justify. This, in my opinion, is one of the things 
most regarding the commander's judgment, being in the 
country, and supposed to have had the necessary infor- 
mations whereupon to ground his measures in the dispo- 
sition of the forces. My lord, as to houses which are not 
necessary to be garrisoned, I know none, except the want of 
forces to supply them render them necessary to be aban- 
doned ; for the houses of Brahan and Castle Leod, belonging 
to the Lords Seaforth and Tarbat, when they were garri- 
soned, it was judged very necessary, as it is yet, for all that 
some men may say to the contrary, not so much to offend 
the enemy, as to cover the well- affected in Ross- shire from 
the depredations, not only of the open rebels, but also from 
the ill-affected Mackenzies and Frasers, who rob them under 
the colour of the said rebels. You find, by the inclosed, as 
well as the other I sent a while ago, that they were for cer- 
tain in arms ; for Sir James Leslie (no more than I) hath no 
other quarrel against them but upon public account. My 
lord, I have many reasons to be weary of this command, and 
to wish, with all my heart, some other might be pitched 
upon to supply it ; for such as are fed with the fancy of 
great ambition and expectations, and haply have not expe- 
rienced so many different faces of that which men call for- 
tune as I have, and are younger to recover a lost reputation, 
may undergo such difficulties more cheerfully, without ex- 
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amining them so narrowly. But, my lord, I am not lodged 
there; and therefore, when I have not wherewithal I can 
advance and humanly secure the interest of the service, I 
had rather quit all expectations, though they were more 
apparently advantageous than ever I did form them in 
my mind, than appear upon the stage to my confusion. It 
was my lot always to serve his majesty with more difficulties 
than any other of my charge, at which I would never repine, 
God knows, in this quarrel, if my concern were alone in- 
terested thereby ; for I wish this interest did go well, and 
were once well secured, though I were to-morrow reduced to 
a piece of bread ; and I wish also, with all my heart, that all 
who pretend zeal for it were of the same mind, for then we 
should not see the king so embarrassed in his affairs at this 
time, as I have apprehended of a long time he should be, 
and now find it to my regret. My lord, I could say much 
more upon the subject, but it is late, and the post waiting, 
so that I can add no more, than that I am, my lord, your 
lordship's most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 



FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

December, 1680. 

My Lord, 

If I did not judge it absolutely my duty (however it may 
happen to be taken) so long as I am here, to represent per- 
sons and matters as I can judge most advantageous for their 
majesties' service, and the re-establishment of the peace and 
quiet of the kingdom, I had long since given over to write, 
because I seldom or never get the satisfaction to know 
whether any I propose be had in any regard, or the con- 
trary. I remember to have written several times of the 
Scots' horse, that they would never be fit for service if they 
were not regimented; I hear now from other hands that 
they are to be so, but I do not know if any regard be taken 
of the Master of Forbes, who, I am sure, hath done more 
for their majesties' service this year, than many that make 
greater pretensions ; and though he be such a person as I 
am persuaded doth not serve this cause upon principles of 
self-interest, when there are nevertheless some charges to be 

s 3 
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distributed, which might help to accommodate a family, 
which (though of a considerable following) is not of the 
richest, and so entirely engaged in their majesties' interest, I 
am of opinion, that it would be of a good example such were 
not neglected. I can bear him witness (who have had occa- 
sion to remark men's temper in this kingdom) that from one 
end of Scotland to the other, none hath been more through 
stick and cordial in this cause, nor made better figure (keep- 
ing all the country about him, which abounded with ill- 
affected people for this government, in awe) than he, and 
hath been of very good use to me when I had but few or 
no forces to oppose a great multitude of rebels. I under- 
stand from the Earl Leven, that your lordship hath spoke for 
Edinglassie. One thing I would have your lordship to advert 
unto, that, if the representations of such as shall command 
at any time their majesties' forces in this kingdom, be alto- 
gether neglected, particularly in time of war and civil 
troubles, his credit is presently out, and can act no further 
than just command what regular forces he hath : in the be- 
ginning of this last summer, I had not done the business, if 
my credit with some families had not got them to join with 
me ; and though I am hopeful that whosoever shall command 
hereafter, shall not have so much need of such shifts, never- 
theless, since the affairs of the world are so evidently subject 
to strange revolutions, there is no doubt but such as do well 
ought to be encouraged, to be a good example to others. I 
know your lordship hath much to do, and if I knew to 
whom to address so fitly what touches the service here as to 
your lordship, I would not have given you so much trouble, 
but I forgot to desire the king's explication upon that point ; 
and now since I am in expectation that bis majesty will give 
me some months of this season, wherein I can do but little 
service here, to look after my family, and labour to leave it 
in some better order than I left it last, upon such a short 
warning as I had from his majesty, I do not think it worth 
the pains to change methods, or look after another corres- 
pondent at court. There is one Van Hill, captain in the 
Earl of Leven's regiment, a very good officer, who hath 
served long among horse. If the troops be designed for 
regiments, he would be a very fit major for one of them, for 
certainly they will need, in each regiment at least, a major 
that served abroad and among horse ; this is of the nature 
of all my other recommendations, that is, men in whom I 
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have no interest but that of the service ; for since I came to 
Scotland, I do not remember that I recommended a relation 
of mine but Major Mackay, who was put by, though he had 
the grant of it before from the king ; but any wrong which 
may happen to be done to me or my relations, over whom I 
shall have any power, shall never lessen the number of their 
majesties' faithful servants ; for I do thank God for it, that 
neither the passion of ambition, or desire to be accommo- 
dated with abundance of temporal convenience, doth ever 
disquiet my mind. I expect daily orders concerning the 
Danes, for if they be shipped out of England to Ireland, the 
ships must go thither. I am, my lord, your lordship's most 
humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 



FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Edinburgh, the 13th January, — 90. 

My Lord, 

Finding the bearer hereof, Captain Hill, of the Earl of 
Leven's regiment, an officer who can be very useful to me 
for the ensuing campaign (being a person understanding 
pretty well both foot and horse, particularly the latter, and 
to the boot, a sober, diligent, and careful man), I pray your 
lordship to recommend him to the king from me, for the 
charge of ^adjutant-general of his forces in Scotland, having 
hitherto had great want of a capable person for that charge, 
both as to the regular distribution of orders, mustering of 
the forces, and bringing of our small cavalry upon some foot 
of service. I beg then that his majesty, for the interest 
of his service (which necessarily, in spite of me, will be ne- 
glected if 1 have not the ordinary helps), may be pleased to 
grant Captain Hill a commission for the said charge. And 
further, to allow me two aides-de-camp for the ensuing cam- 
paign ; for in these particulars I ought not to be considered 
as a major-general under superior commanders, but as com- 
mander-in-chief of so many forces; and in an occasion much 
doth depend upon the having a set of good men for the 
speedy and regular distribution of the orders, and is greatly 
the reason that I cannot be so sure of the state of the forces 
when separate as otherwise, being obliged to make use of the 
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officers of one regiment to muster another for want of such 
officers, upon whose report I could make state. If his ma- 
jesty he pleased to grant the foresaid commission to Captain 
Hill, he may he employed to see despatched such supply of 
arms, ammunition, and other necessaries, as he shall resolve 
to let me have for the carrying on, and with divine assistance, 
ending of this war, according to a memorial which I shall 
send up to that effect. I pray your lordship to forward this 
solicitation, as also the despatch of the necessary supplies 
whereof we cannot he furnished here ; for though no man 
breathing shall, with God's assistance, more cheerfully en- 
counter all sorts of difficulties for this cause and their majes- 
ties' service, than I shall do, yet where they can be remedied, 
I ought not to he overcharged. I shall give his majesty, by 
the post, account of the particulars ; my earnest desire is 
that we might make a considerable progress in the reduction 
of the rebellion in this kingdom, before the opening of the 
campaign in Ireland; and in order to our early camping 
(notwithstanding we are clothing for the third time since 
our coming to Scotland), I have given orders for making 
surtouts for all the regiments paid out of England, as also 
tents, in case the ingredients can be had here. If it please 
God they do well, his majesty can always consider their 
losses and expenses, but till then I shall not solicit for them, 
were they at never so much. This is all at present from, &c. 

H. Mackay. 



INSTRUCTIONS FROM MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY 

For Major Ferguson, appointed to command in chief the detach- 
merit of six hundred men, which are to be shipped at Greenock, 
and to go about to the Isles and west of Lochaber; and 
for Captain Pottinger, commanding their majesties 1 ship the 
Dartmouth, with the rest of the squad under his command. 

1. The said major and captain shall do all things com- 
municatively, and digest their resolutions betwixt themselves 
before they communicate them to others. 

2. They are expressly charged, that no divisions be 
among them upon the matter of their undertakings, which 
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may prove prejudicial to the service, but that they resolve 
ana do every thing unanimously and with one accord, the 
captain submitting to the judgment of the major as to land- 
ings and undertakings against the enemy by land, if occa- 
sion should offer visibly favourable thereto, and the major 
submitting to the captain's judgment as to sea affairs. 

S. The main design of this detachment being to make a 
diversion, alarm the rebels' coasts, cut their communication 
with the islanders now in rebellion against their majesties' 
authority, and to take away or burn all their boats and birlins, 
whether in the isles or along the coasts of the rebels on the 
firm land ; the major is to undertake nothing as to landing, 
but upon visible and apparent advantages, and human as- 
surance of success. 

4. If the major should see palpably, that with a reinforce 
of three or four hundred men more, he might master the 
Island of Mull, he shall presently give notice thereof to the 
Laird of Arckinlas, sheriff-depute of Argyleshire, who is to 
have order from the earl to assist him with that number 
of the most resolute and best armed men of the shire, and 
such as will willingly and cheerfully be employed in that 
service, and against that enemy; and that with all possible 
diligence, that the occasion may not be lost by delays. 

5. That their first enterprize be against all the enemy's 
boats, to the end they be rendered incapable to succour with 
men or provisions one another, and so be reduced to extre- 
mities, and haply to submit. 

6. That upon giving up all their arms, as well swords as 
guns, delivering over all places of strength, and swearing alle- 
giance to their majesties King William and Queen Mary, the 
major foresaid is hereby authorized to give protection to the 
inhabitants of the isles; but not to their chiefs, but by casting 
themselves on the king's mercy, and delivering their persons 
prisoners to the said major, who in that case is required to 
treat them civilly. 

7. He shall take nothing from such persons and countries 
as shall submit upon the foresaid conditions, but a necessary 
supply of provisions to his men and ships, and that mode- 
rately ; and upon the contrary, shall use with all the rigour 
of military execution, such as shall continue obstinate in their 
rebellion; with this proviso, that women and children be 
not touched or wronged in their persons. 

8. The said major commanding in chief shall have special 
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care his men be kept under exact discipline, both as soldiers 
and christians, to hinder cursing and swearing and all other 
unchristian and disorderly customs, and to chastise in their 
purse and persons such as persist in them after intimation. 

Being upon the coast, he shall write to the Laird of 
Macleod, signifying that he hath order to succour and 
protect his country in case he be molested by those of his 
neighbours in rebellion ; and that the government and I are 
well satisfied with his behaviour hitherto, knowing that so 
long as our assistance was so far distant, we could not expect 
his open declaring for their majesties' government ; but now 
as it is our resolution not to abandon him, that he shall de- 
clare himself freely for us and against our enemies, and so 
join forces. 



MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO LORD MELVILLE. 

Edinburgh, the 6th February, 1690. 

My Lord, 

I had your letter of the 1st February; I question not but 
you have your hands very full of affairs, and I am persuaded 
that his majesty is so extremely thronged with affairs of all 
sorts, that it is no matter of admiration that he cannot so 
quickly despatch orders, as those who are entrusted with any 
direction in the carrying on of his service would gladly have, 
seeing what prejudices delays may occasion thereto; and 
truly, my lord, as no man (be it said without vanity) serves 
this interest with less regard to his own than I do, so none 
is more grieved, when I see any wrong steps made therein. 
The reason is palpable, for having no other object to direct 
my thoughts I have them always fixed there; nevertheless, to 
little purpose, if I have no better concurrence than hitherto. 
I have laid before the king fully my judgment as to what 
ought to be undertaken early this spring ; and if the little 
assistance which I desired were timely sent, with the three 
small frigates which his majesty promised, and order to the 
privy council for what further concurrence the state of af- 
fairs here at present may be capable of, I question not but, 
with God's assistance, to be able to give a good 'account of 
the Highland rebellion before the end of April, the weather 
proving any thing favourable. I expect, therefore, my lord, 
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that I may be advertised timely what supply I can expect from 
London of the things I wrote for, to the end, if it were pos- 
sible, the defects might be supplied here, which nevertheless 
I can make but little state upon, all things considered ; be- 
sides my zeal for their majesties' service, and the interest of 
our holy religion, my longing to be out of this country (where 
I can never expect to be grateful to men, because I neither 
do, nor never shall espouse any faction which I despair to 
see extinguished therein) shall be a sufficient argument to 
me, to promote (so far as in me lies) what may contribute to 
the peaceable establishment of their majesties' happy autho- 
rity in this kingdom. 

I know I have my enemies; but they may well perhaps 
(as understanding the trade better than I) censure my con- 
duct ; but I would nevertheless advise them to consider that 
the lung is a prince that will hear men's reasons, and that I 
want not mine, of which those that would condemn me with- 
out hearing, haply do not know the weight ; but I defy the 
malice of all the earth to find a designed wrong step (as to 
what his majesty hath intrusted me with) in my conduct. 

I have sent, my lord, your son to muster the forces be- 
south Aberdeen, who hath brought me an exact account of 
their state. My lord, I do not use to flatter any, and there- 
fore take it for none that I tell you, I am very well satisfied 
with his conduct as to any thing I employ trim in the ad- 
vancement of his majesty's service ; the truth is, though our 
forces are none of the best, my greatest want is of officers 
capable to command a separate body, though I believe such 
of them as have served, be good resolute men ; but the chief 
direction is not every officer's talent, though in this so large 
and separate winter-quarter, I could give but very imperfect 
directions from so far, so that necessarily it must needs have 
rested mostly upon the particular commander's discretion, 
excepting some general instructions from time to time, ac- 
cording to the notion I had of the enemy and the country. 

I wish the king would declare the Scots regiment which 
he designs for Ireland, that they may be brought south if 
any of them be in the north. I have never doubted but 
your lordship did communicate my letters to the king, for 
they always touch less or more his service, whereof he ought 
to be always the judge. I am, my lord, your lordship's 
most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 

From the Camp at Collnakeill, 28th June, 1690. 

May it please your Grace and Lordships, 

Having of a long time judged that the only way to reduce 
the present standing rebellion, was to establish a garrison at 
Inderlochy, all the government knows with what earnestness 
and obstacles I laboured to get things disposed thereto ; and, 
nevertheless, now we have no more than two months of fair 
weather to expect (so that if upon any occasion I were 
obliged to delay my march, I might at the same time give 
over the design for this year), I find myself so straitened 
with the want of provisions, and I must venture forward be- 
fore I have the assurance of any of our victuallers being about, 
which is somewhat contrary to the maxim of war; but I trust 
in the providence of God, and I find that the wind was 
always good both from the east and west coasts ; and I hope 
that the provost of Glasgow, according to his wonted for- 
wardness in this cause, hath a while ago despatched his ship 
with the one thousand bolls. I had meal along with me for 
a fortnight at Inderlochy, had not the council excused such 
shires as sent out pioneers from furnishing of baggage 
horses, notwithstanding that the whole number of pioneers 

?ot makes but two hundred. But, leaving off complaints, 
come to inform your grace and lordships that, notwith- 
standing I found myself more numerous than anything the 
enemy could oppose to me betwixt Athole and Badenoch, I 
chose rather to take my march by Braymar, Strath Don, and 
Strathdown (who were all in rebellion), into Strathspey, 
where I gave rendezvous to Livingstone with all the forces 
in the north almost, except Strathnaver's regiment, with 
some men from Balnagown at Inverness, whither I ordered 
also some of my Lord Strathnaver's best men, two troops of 
horse in the shire of Murray, and five troops of horse and 
dragoons under the Master of Forbes. The reason that 
I altered my resolutions of forming a body benorth Ness 
are, that I may have a formidable body of forces together, in 
case their majesties' service required my sudden moving 
toward the south, without expecting a further junction, that 
I may be in a condition to enter into Lochaber, by more 
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ways than one ; if I should, beyond my expectation, meet 
with difficulties by the pass of Glenroy, which is the best 
that leads to that country, at least to make a stronger de- 
tachment above it, which is practicable with foot, than ene- 
mies' forces can be, and that I am much of the opinion that 
the temporizing party in the north will not move till they 
see the event of this expedition, seeing so many forces in a 
body for their majesties' service, and ready to fall upon any 
that should oppose it. 

I have ordered three hundred of Balnagown's men (a 
person well affected and most ready for this interest and ser- 
vice, and who ought, as such, to be considered of the govern- 
ment) to fortify Inderness garrison, whither I despatch two 
troops of horse ; I expected also three hundred of my Lord 
Strathnaver's men in the said garrison, and I wish my lord 
himself were there, to command all, whose quality, interest, 
and zeal for this service may contribute much to the security 
of that country in the absence of the forces. 

I entreat earnestly that your grace and lordships do 
not recall me before I have sufficient time to fix the garrison 
at Inderlochy; but that a way may be found to give me often 
notice of the state of affairs in the south, whereby I may 
judge rightly of the measures which are to be taken for the 
service in general; resting confident that nothing shall be 
neglected whereof my judgment shall be found capable, for 
the advancement of an interest to which I have self-deniedly 
vowed my pains without any by regards. 

I wish also your grace and lordships to take into your 
consideration the losses that necessarily the Laird of Grant's 
country would sustain by this junction of the forces, and 
to despatch the said laird to his country, who can easily 
keep some of his disaffected neighbours in awe, particularly 
Strathdown, Glenlivet, and Strath Don, though I am of 
opinion that my march, with the message I sent them, may 
make them see the issue before they trouble their neighbours 
much. The Master of Forbes is always at great charges and 
pains for the service, and hath of the countrymen placed 

farrisons over all the shire of Aberdeen where it is needful, 
recommend him then earnestly to the consideration of 
the government, and that a letter of thanks and approbation 
of his measures, with assurance of reimbursement and repa- 
ration of his expenses and losses for the service, be written to 
him; for such forward persons ought not to labour under 
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discouragements. I resolve to march to-morrow with six 
thousand men to Badenoch, from whence I have but three 
days' march to Inderlochy. I hope my victuals will serve 
me thither, and some few days over, and that God, the prin- 
cipal author of this happy change for all sincere protestants, 
will conduct every thing that conduces to the security and 
advancement of this service. 

I have added to the three Highland companies in pay, 
three hundred men of my Lord Keay's country, which my 
nephew, Major Mackay, hath armed for this expedition ; and 
do expect, with the help of those six hundred brisk High- 
landers, to be provided of fleshes in Lochaber. I caused pay 
every thing that was taken for the army in Strathspey, 
because of their losses otherwise. This is all at present 
from, may it please your grace and lordships, your grace and 
lordships' most humble and most obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 



FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Inderlochy, 7th July, 1690. 

May it please your Grace and Lordships, 

My Lord Commissioner's letter of the 28th June, with a 
postscript of the 30th, put a stop to the thoughts I had to 
make a detachment capable to subdue the Isles of Mull and 
Skye during my abode here, being willing to expect the 
event of the maritime engagement which was then expected 
to oppose the attempts of the ill-affected, if, as God forbid, it 
should fall out cross for us, in as formidable a posture as 
I can ; and that the rather because I am certain that, with- 
out more succours for them, as we can well apprehend, they 
must, within three or four months, beg the peace. Surely 
their obstinacy deserves a severe treatment, for, hitherto, 
though this be the fifth day I am in this country, none 
of them hath made any cordial application as yet; but, 
though I am not ignorant how such fantaeques, whose 
country is now in my remembrance, should be used, I would 
rather refer it to the government; because all that I can 
do to a dispersed lurking enemy, the governor of Inderlochy 
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can do it much more effectually within three months, that is, 
to burn their houses, and destroy their corns. This govern- 
ment may be of great use, if it be speedily supplied with 
necessaries, otherwise it will turn to nothing ; whatever be 
done to the rest of the forces, it must, at least, and ought to 
be paid, some months by advance, and the governor supplied 
with some fund of money, whereby he may be always stored : 
certainly, both officers and soldiers which are left here ought 
to be encouraged by providing liberally for them, for the 
country is not very tempting. I would willingly take my 
way out of this country by the head of Lochness, to gar- 
rison Glengarry's house, if your grace and lordships' order 
for my speedy repairing southward doth not determine 
otherwise, which would be more to force him to obedience 
and submission than for communication, which I judge 
more effectual and ready from the western parts of the king- 
dom, so long as those rebels are not brought under entire 
subjection, as I have no commission from the king or your 
grace and lordships to treat with those obstinate rebels ; and, 
knowing that my Ijord Argyle, who is solely engaged in 
their majesties' service and interest, is more concerned in 
such treaties than I am well informed, I willingly waive 
it, referring the matter to such as know better his majesty's 
intentions and his lordship's concern to do the rest ; resting 
satisfied to put things in that posture, with God's assistance, 
that this enemy shall not trouble us much, whatever may 
fall out more in any other part of the kingdom. 

Buchan, with Dunfermline, and such other low country 
gentlemen as were with them, are gone by the way of Ba- 
denoch, whether further I cannot tell, but not one man 
of this country with them. I suspect jthey will labour to 
form a party in Aberdeenshire, but I question if they find a 
readiness to join them so long as I am above them; how- 
ever, I am resolved to leave this garrison in a posture of 
defence, to which the speedy arrival of the planks, cannon, 
and other materials, would contribute much. Your grace 
and lordships would seriously mind the speedy supplying of 
this important post, from the west, of such necessaries as 
I sent you a list of, given up by Cplonel Hill, otherwise 
all the pains and expenses men have been at, may prove 
fruitless, which, necessarily, would be of ill consequence. 
I shall forbear to use this obstinate enemy according to my 
judgment, and the ordinary practice of war, because, as 



208 APPENDIX. 

I touched above, the government, if disposed thereto, can 
always get it done by the garrison, while I labour to make 
them the arbiters of their enemy's lot, which, as it always 
hath . been, so shall it hereafter be in Scotland, the only 
design of, may it please your grace and lordships, your grace 
and lordships' most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 

The wrights, whose stay hath put me some days behind, 
are at last arrived. 



MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO THE DUKE OF 

HAMILTON. 

Inderlochy, 10 July, 1690. 

May it please your Grace, 

My two last letters were to your grace and council, to 
the end they may lay to heart the speedy supplying of 
this garrison; and now I send one of the commissioners, 
who shall have particular directions from Colonel Hill of 
things to be furnished. I pray your grace, therefore, that it 
may be resolved, without any interrupting business, and the 
garrison sufficiently provided of money and provisions, with 
all diligence, otherwise there will be great grounds to accuse 
the government of an inexcusable negligence in matters 
of greatest importance for the peace and quiet of the king- 
dom. I have written to Arckinlas to intimate to my Lord 
Argyle's chamberlains in Kintire, to send butter, cheese, and 
what other provisions they can furnish to the garrison upon 
the bearer's precept, which I oblige myself shall be paid 
by the general receivers upon sight; but, though such 
things may happen to take effect, they must not be trusted 
to ; if the garrison be supplied with money, it will not want 
provisions ; it must be paid by precepts as your other forces, 
but with ready cash, otherwise it shall go to wreck. One 
would admire how ijar our works are advanced in three 
or four days, so that any time next week, in case the service 
required it, I shall be ready to march and leave this fort not 
only palisaded round, but most of the works at their full 
height, and that, notwithstanding our men have nothing but 
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meal and water, with now and then a little aquavits to 
the workmen. Of all the pioneers I got about one hundred 
and fifty, which I sent home out of Strathspey. Many 
of our baggage-men desert us with their horses, most whereof 
fall into the hands of the enemy. If the meal from Glasgow 
and other parts come not, the garrison will be very speedily 
reduced to great necessity ; because of the two thousand bolls 
arrived, the army consumes much — have nothing else to eat, 
for the parties I had out, met with no cattle within twenty 
miles. 

The regiment of Angus makes great difficulty to remain 
here, in garrison, which proceeds more of their officer and 
minister than of the soldiers. It were very unreasonable to 
leave any of the stranger forces in such a remote garrison, 
since if the kingdom happen to turn peaceable, they may, 
and doubtless shall, be speedily disposed: of elsewhere. Your 
grace then would write to Lieutenant-Colonel Foulerton, to 
signify that the confidence the government hath in those 
men, is the reason they were designed for that garrison at 
first, till Lochaber should be subdued, which is hoped shall 
not be long, and then if they be not pleased with their post, 
that they shall be relieved by others, which may easily be 
done by the shire of Argyle ; withal if it might be thought 
fit to send them to Ireland, they may be transported as 
readily and more complete from Inverlochy as from the 
west; however, 'tis very incommode to have men in the 
service who must needs choose their post. I confess I am 
no admirer of a devotion which doth not teach men their 
relative duty according to their vocation. I leave here also 
betwixt four and five hundred men of Grant's regiment, with 
some Highlanders. I cannot resolve to give the second 
command to the Laird of Weem, so long as Foulerton shall 
be here, though I know he might be very serviceable to the 
garrison, both as to his intelligence and credit, and that 
there is not the least absurdity in the thing, it being very 
practicable in all countries ; but many men pretend to know, 
that understand very little. I hope things are peaceable in 
the south, since I get so few expresses, though they may be 
easily conveyed through Argyleshire over Dunstaffenage. I 
am much of opinion they will have some respect for this 
body in the midst of their friend's country, which certainly 
this garrison, if carefully provided, will separate from their 
party ; at least, so as not to trouble so much the rest of the 

t 3 
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kingdom hereafter. I shall be obliged to return shortly, 
though it were but to leave some provisions for the garrison; 
for neither the meal of Glasgow or Sutherland is come as 
yet, nor yet a barque which I ordered out of Caithness with 
four hundred bolls, nor have we any notice of the two ships 
with the planks, cannon, and ammunition. Colonel Hill 
assures me that there must be double the number of planks 
which was provided ; therefore, more would be immediately 
secured at Glasgow, though they should cost more, and in 
case they be not found there, sent from Leith as formerly; 
this should be done speedily, because the winter draws near 
apace. I wish the cannon and ammunition were come, lest 
some enemy's ships might come to incommode the garrison 
before it be well covered towards the sea, which will take 
time. I find the palisades which I sent, of great security for 
the fort, for here it would not be possible to get any, there 
being no proper wood within distance, and the country not 
like to submit till the winter force them. There is a talk 
among our enemies that something will be undertaken by 
the Earl of Arran, Marquis of Athole, and others, before I 
return. I do not believe it; nevertheless, if anything should 
occur, and that any considerable numbers from that band 
should make head towards me, a motion would be made 
from that hand towards Perth to threaten both Athole and 
Breadalbane's country, and your grace would labour to give 
me speedy account of the state of affairs, and as often as 
possible. If 1 can learn of no opposition on my return, 1 
have thoughts of leaving the Earl of Argyle's regiment in 
the shire of that name, with which, and what he can join 
to it of the shire, together with the help of the frigates, 
whose provision draws to an end, he can easily subdue Mull 
this campaign yet; but if I hear of any alarms southerly, 
I will march with all the forces except the garrison, that 
being of greatest consequence. I make no question but 
there is account sent the king of our progress hitherto 
against the enemy, otherwise I had laboured to have done 
it from here. I recommend earnestly to your grace the care 
of this post, which I look upon as the most important of the 
kingdom at present, and that which will at length make such 
as would sell their credit and service at such a dear rate to 
the king, of no greater use, nor more necessary to him, than 
a Lothian or Fife laird ; therefore, let it be by no means ne- 
glected, though other things should be postponed, but let 
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the person which Hill employs be speedily despatched back 
again with the necessary supplies. The rest of the planks 
may had before the first, if they happen to come safely to be 
wrought. The queen would be advertised also how matters 
go. I hope in God, before this time, that there shall be good 
news both out of Ireland and of the fleet, whereof I shall 
long to be partaker. I am, may it please your grace, your 
grace's most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 



FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Mouline, betwixt Blair and Dunkeld, the 21th July, 1690, 

at 11 o'clock a.m. 

May it please your Grace, 

Yesterday morning I gave your grace and the council 
account of the approach of the army from the head of Loch- 
garry, but the letter was intercepted by one Kinloch, who 
followed Buchan at Dunkeld, as I am informed by the people 
of that town. I left Colonel Hill with his garrison well se- 
cured, and so provided, that, speedy measures being taken 
for his further supply as the nature of that post seems abso- 
lutely to require, he shall not readily have occasion to appre- 
hend any thing which can menace him from the enemy. I 
got six half coulverains from Captain Pottinger, and six 
small pieces from the ships of burden for him, and left him 
well enough provide^ of ammunition till he get more by the 
ships from Leith; his stock of meal, I suppose about eighteen 
hundred bolls. I left him also sixty fat cows, eight barrels 
of herrings, with a good quantity of the aquavitae, and Ave 
hundred pounds sterling in money, which, considering the 
work which he shall have to make with the number of men, 
cannot last very long ; besides, that post must be provided 
for a twelvemonth during the fair weather. This I recom- 
mend to the government's serious consideration, that being 
a post of that importance, and so difficult to re-possess if 
lost by neglect, that no time should be lost to have it sup- 
plied with all necessaries, both for lodging and subsisting, 
particularly of money to pay the garrison and buy bargains 
of provisions, which would save ships' freights after a while ; 
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but meal must absolutely be sent, those being wares not to 
be had for money there ; but other provisions I suppose he 
may be served of, provided money fail not : that garrison 
ought to be kept in good humour, and capable to serve well. 
They want, and ought presently to be supplied of surtouts, 
breeches, stockings, and shoes. 

Your grace's letter of the 10th I got, but after I was 
away from Inverlochy, and advanced as far as Badenoch ; 
the tenor whereof, if I had not been accustomed much with 
that sort of language, and known something more than haply 
your grace can judge of the state of the enemy, would alarm 
me. God doth, in his goodness, work for us, otherwise 
such a timorous spirit as doth act this government would be 
capable to expose us to the scorn of our enemies, and hinder 
all progress of the forces. Now, since your grace doth re- 
proach me to have, contrary to your judgment, hazarded the 
loss of the rest of the kingdom for the conquest of Inver- 
lochy (which I, as well as your grace, would judge a foolish 
exchange), being come this length with the army, I desire 
your grace may propose in council, whether there be any 
pressing present service for me in these southern parts, or 
that otherwise they may be put for ten or twelve days in 
quarters of refreshment, because the foot hath suffered much 
by the continued rains and work; and where your grace 
and the council judge they should best refresh, and at the 
same time keep the ill-affected most in awe. These direc- 
tions would be sent me with all speed, being resolved to 
camp some days at Perth, till your orders with the council's 
come to my hand. The commissaries would be sent to see 
the forces want not provisions, having brought nothing from 
the fort but what the soldiers could conveniently carry, and 
have been eight days by the way, whereof I rested one in 
Badenoch to put a garrison at Ruthven, with directions to 
Captain Mackay, with his Highland company of my Lord 
Reay's men a hundred strong, to secure himself withal; 
which is all at present from, may it please your grace, your 
grace's most humble and most obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Perth, the 26th July, 1690. 

May it please your Grace, 

I have received your grace and lordships' of the 25th, 
giving account of your calling of some west-countrymen to 
Stirling and Falkirk, which I judge needless, now the army 
is come hack again from the Highland expedition; withal 
they occupy the quarters which I designed for the forces ; 
for now, 1 suppose, our greatest care must be towards Eng- 
land, if any trouble should occur there during the king's 
absence ; and Stirling, with the adjacent towns and villages 
within ten or twelve miles, would be fit posts to look to both 
south and north. I judge most of the horse and dragoons 
which were not in the Highlands ought to be sent north. 
To keep those low countries in awe, I had left some of the 
horse which I had with me ; but because I knew not how I 
should find matters here, being so hastily writ for, and that 
they wanted recruits, I took them all south, except Belhaven 
and Stewart's troops, which lie at Elgin in Murray; and 
there is no foot now in the north beside the garrison of Fort- 
William in Lochaber, and Ruthven in Badenoch, but Strath- 
naver's regiment at Inverness, wherof two companies are 
lodged at the houses of Urquhart and Erchlas. I judge foot 
in that country, during the good weather, not so useful as 
some horse and dragoons ; therefore I resolve to send Jack- 
son north with the three troops which he has at Stirling, and 
the troop of horse which is said to be Elphinston's, and then 
I believe we shall be pretty well secured to that side ; while 
we shall have * * * seven troops of horse, 
with Livingstone's regiment of dragoons, a troop of Card- 
ross' and the horse guards, with the three Dutch regiments, 
Sir James Leslie's and the Earl of Leven's, all very good 
forces, to be ready to march where the service shall most 
require it. And, in case of a considerable landing any 
where southerly, whether in England or Scotland, the said 
body could march towards it, while the western shires' men 
might be disposed for the security of Forth and the govern- 
ment; besides those, Cunningham's regiment will be in 
pretty good condition of service. I have here also nine com- 
panies of the Earl of Argyle's regiment, with as many of 
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Angus'. These forces upon the Scots repartition will cer- 
tainly turn to nothing without speedy supply of money ; and 
I admire to understand no measures have been taken all this 
while to furnish them. 

The money for the garrison of Fort-WilUiam must be 
sent the governor, and not comprehended in the precepts of 
the regiments to whom they belonged; and speedy care 
would be taken for to get that post supplied of all necessaries 
during the fine weather, and the Laird of Grant to agree 
with the commissaries for deals and other wood t^b&. or- 
dered by him speedily to Ruthven ; together with a number 
of wrights for the accommodation of that house for a garrison 
of a hundred foot and twenty dragoons, which will be of 
great service to keep the country below in peace, whereof 
Grant is one to be benefited thereby; meanwhile, by the 
order I left, the garrison is secured against enemy attempts. 
This is all at present from, may it please your grace and 
lordships, your grace and lordships' most humble and most 
obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 

f 

/ 

MAJOR-GENERAL MACKAY TO THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 

Perth, the 38th July, 1690.. 

May it please your Grace and Lordships, 

Having examined the state of the forces, I find the sick- 
ness which began to affect them at Inverlochy or Fort- 
William doth increase, viz., the bloody flux ; so that if we 
expect more service of them for this running season, there is 
a necessity to lay them for a little time in quarters of refresh- 
ment, which I have accordingly ordered so near, that in a day 
most of them can be together. They are disposed as fol- 
lows : my regiment at Stirling, Ramsay at Lithgow, Leslie at 
Falkirk, Angus and Kenmore at Borrowstoness and ad- 
jacents, Livingstone at Kilseith ; the six troops of horse in 
the villages about Stirling ; Argyle and Lauder at Perth, and 
Glencairn somewhere thereabout, as the commanding officer 
of that part of the forces which marches now to Stirling shall 
inform himself, that it mav be accommodate ; because now 
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that I have got some biscuit from Dundee, I take living- 
stone's dragoons, four troops of horse, and six hundred 
commanded foot, to look after those people that are infesting 
the country. I have sent orders to Jackson to march north- 
ward with his three troops of dragoons which are about 
Stirling, because that the rebels having got some horse 
together, they may with the help of the broken Highlanders, 
be uneasy for the party we have there ; and whatsoever may 
fall out in the soutn, the north ought to be so well cared for, 
that jt]y^ enemies may have no footing in the low country. 
It were fit that such of our party as are north-countrymen, 
and have interest to raise men, were sent thither, among 
whom chiefly my Lord Strathnaver, and the Laird of Grant ; 
for it is not the question of protestants divided in court, 
party, and club, but of protestants and papists, now when 
our enemies' main or only expectations are from France ; so 
that whosoever is not zealous in such a cause, with all the 
self-deniedness which our religion requires, can hardly ex- 
pect the advantages which it promises only to such as seek 
first the kingdom of heaven, and for the rest depend upon 
God's providence to have it added to them. 

I have often pressed that Fort- William be cared for 
timely, and that the forces be furnished with money to put 
in case to do the service, for surely the king's money ought 
not to be spared to lose his service, for in cash, upon occasion, 
it cannot help much ; but in well composed forces there is a 
prospect, at least humanly, of security, whatever may fall out. 

I could wish there were present order given for eleven or 
twelve hundred surtouts for the garrison of Fort- William, 
the men being ill clothed for the approaching cold wet 
season ; plaiden waistcoats would do well also ; for shoes 
and stockings there hath been a memorandum given to a 
certain commissary depute called Campbell, who is ordained 
to attend the said fort: shirts would not be forgot also. 
The said mounting can be found of their retention money, 
and cost nothing but the credit making to the government. 

Your grace and lordships would consider that it is an in- 
supportable burden for me to have the care of all those 
things, for it is impossible for me to exercise my thoughts 
effectually hpw to dispose the forces to the most advantage 
to the service, if I be obliged to give directions for and solicit 
all things that may be found requisite for the particular 
detail and economy of them ; therefore, to make the service 
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go well on, it ought to be made as easy for any who happen 
to have the chief command of the forces as possible, other- 
wise he shall necessarily neglect the chief part and end 
thereof, which is to contrive how to make use of them to the 
most advancement of the service. Your grace and lordships, 
therefore, would establish the committee of war which I pro- 
posed, to inspect the letters and propositions which I have 
written, that no delay be made in things essential for the 
present service and juncture; for though I have the design 
and will, I thank God for it, good and sound in this matter, 
my spirit and body cannot support the weight of all, and 
necessarily many things must be neglected if I should be 
charged therewith, which are the present thoughts of, may it 
please your grace and lordships, your grace and lordships' 
most humble and obedient servant, 

H. Mackay. 
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No. II. 



PEDIGREE OF THE SENIOR BRANCH OF THE 

SCOURY FAMILY. 

Lieutenant- General Hugh Mackay of Scoury (as already 
stated in the body of this work) married, in 1673, Clara, 
third daughter of the Chevalier Arnold de Bie, of Wayestein, 
of an ancient Dutch family, knighted in France, and at that 
time resident at Bommel in Guelderland, of which town 
he had formerly been burgomaster. The de Bies were an 
opulent mercantile family of great respectability in Amster- 
dam, where their descendants continue to live and maintain 
the same high station in society. By Clara de Bie, the 
General had a son, Hugh, and three daughters ; the eldest, 
Margaret, married to George, third Lord Reay, from which 
marriage the last three Lords of Reay have descended. 
Hugh was only twelve years of age at his father's death, but, 
through the favour of King William, got a company in his 
father's regiment, rose to the rank of major, and died at 
Cambray in 1708. He married a Swiss lady of the De 
Lancey family, and had two sons, Hugh and Gabriel, and 
several daughters, all settled in Holland, Gabriel died 
unmarried, lieutenant-colonel of the Honourable General 
Stewart's regiment of the Scottish brigade. Hugh was a 
lieutenant-general in the service, and colonel-commandant of 
what might with propriety be, and frequently was, called the 
Mackay Regiment. He died at Breda, in 1775* and by 
his death the eldest branch of the Scoury family became 
extinct in the male line. He married Isabella de Savornin, 
by whom he had two daughters, Anna Louisa, and another, 
whose name I have been unable to ascertain. The former 
married Lieut. General James Prevost, colonel of the fourth 
battalion, sixtieth regiment of the British service, who, to- 
gether with his wife, on the death of her father, obtained 
his majesty's licence to take the name and arms of Mackay 
of Scoury, as appears by the London Gazette of the 6th 
September, 1775. General and Mrs. Prevost had two daugh- 

u 
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ters; the elder married to Count Cornabe, of a Walloon 
regiment in the Austrian service, of whose issue, if any, or of 
General Prevost's second daughter, or of the other descend- 
ants of the great General Mackay, dispersed all over the 
continent, the author regrets his inability to procure any 
authentic information. His discendants in Britain, now 
existing, are but few in number ; viz., the Hon. Mrs. Mari- 
anne Fullarton, widow of Colonel William Fullarton, of 
Fullarton, M.P., and her sister, the Hon Miss Georgiana 
Mackay, both daughters of George, fifth Lord Reay, grand- 
son of the foregoing Margaret, Lady Reay, the great Gene- 
ral's daughter. Donald, the fourth lord, had a daughter, 
Mary, married to Major Thomas Edgar of the twenty-fifth 
foot, and of this marriage there were several sons in the army 
or navy, whose issue, if any, cannot be traced. 



No. III. 



PEDIGREE OF THE BORLEY, OR JUNIOR BRANCH, 
OF THE SCOURY FAMILY. 

On the demise of Lieutenant-General Hugh Mackay the 
younger, without male issue, in 1775, the representation of 
the Scoury family in the male line devolved on the descend- 
ants of his great grand-uncle, Donald Mackay of Borley, 
second son of Donald the first of Scoury, and next brother 
of Colonel Hugh, the great General's father. Donald of 
Borley connected his family a second time in marriage with 
that distinguished race of warriors and defenders of the pro- 
testant faith, the Munroes of Foulis, by uniting himself 
to his cousin, Christian, daughter of the Rev. Robert Munro, 
minister of Creech, and proprietor of Meikle Creech, brother 
of the Laird of Foulis. By this lady he had, besides other 
children, two sons, William and Angus, the latter, ancestor 
of William Mackay, Esq., Prince Edward's Island, and 
George Mackay, Esq., Stewart Hall. The eldest son, Wil- 
liam, usually designed Captain William of Borley, from 
having commanded a company of foot in the battle of Wor- 
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cester, returned to the country after many hair-breadth 
escapes, settled there, and married a daughter of Corbet of 
Arboll, by whom he had three sons, Hugh, Donald, and 
John. Hugh is the same who is mentioned at page 27, 
as having been appointed captain of an independent com- 
pany, and at page 43, commandant of Ruthven Castle, 
in both which situations he is said to have displayed 
great activity and zeal for the service. He married, first, 
the Hon. Ann Mackay, daughter of John Lord Reay ; and, 
secondly, the only daughter of P. Dunbar, of Siderra, near 
Dornocn, by whom he had a numerous issue, now all extinct 
with one exception, the wife of Captain Matchet, of the Suf- 
folk militia. Captain Hugh's eldest son, Patrick, after sell- 
ing Siderra to the Earl of Sutherland, in 1732 accompanied 
General Oglethorp, on his colonising expedition to Georgia, 
together with three of his brothers. Their only descendants 
who lived to the present times were Lieutenant-General 
Hugh Mackay Gordon, who died in 1823, colonel of the six- 
teenth foot and lieutenant-governor of Jersey ; and his two 
brothers, Alexander and George, both majors in the army. 
The youngest of Captain Hugh's children, John Mackay, 
of Tordarroch, remained in the country, and left a son, 
George, a captain in the sixtieth regiment, who died at New 
York in 1782, leaving two sons, who died unmarried. 
Captain Hugh himself departed this life in 1723, aged fifty- 
three, and his descendants having been accounted for as 
above, we come to his next brother, Donald, a member of 
council in the ill-fated colony of Darien. Returning thither 
from Jamaica in 1702, he harpooned for his amusement 
a shark of enormous size, and having unfortunately twisted 
the rope about his arm, was dragged overboard and devoured 
by the monster. The next in succession was his brother, 
the Rev. John Mackay, minister successively of Durness and 
Lairg, in his native county; a man, to detail the various 
excellent points of whose character would far exceed our 
present limits. Suffice it to say, that, to herculean strength 
of body, he added corresponding powers of mind, which 
he carefully cultivated at the Universities of Edinburgh and 
Utrecht, and finally dedicated to the service of his Maker, in 
the above two parishes. In 1 706 he was inducted minister of 
Durness, and translated in 1714 to Lairg, where he died 
in 1753, aged seventy-three, respected as a scholar and 
a gentleman, and revered as a faithful minister of the gospel. 
He married a daughter of John, and grand- daughter of 



220 APPENDIX. 

James Mackay of Kirtomy, by Jane, third daughter of the 
Hon. Sir James Fraser of Brea, Kirtomy himself being 

g-andson of Hugh Mackay of Strathnaver and Lady Jane 
ordon, and nephew of Donald Lord Reay. Mr. John 
Mackay left one son, Thomas, and three daugnters, from one 
of whom was descended Captain William Poison, of the 
Virginia Rangers, a corps of which the illustrious Wash- 
ington was commandant. In 1755, Captain W. Poison was 
killed in Braddock's bloody engagement with the French 
and Indians, in which also his brother John, then an ensign 
in the line, was severely wounded, but recovered, rose to 
the rank of major of the ninety- second regiment, and, in 1780, 
commanded, jointly with the renowned Nelson, a successful 
expedition from Jamaica, against Fort St. Juan, on the 
Spanish main. Mr. John Mackav's only surviving son, 
Thomas, succeeded his father as minister of Lairg, and, with 
a bodily constitution as delicate as his father's was robust, 
inherited his ardent piety and unwearied zeal for the inte- 
rests of religion among his flock. He died in 1803, aged 
eighty-six — father and son having thus been ministers of the 
gospel ninety-seven years, of which they spent eighty-nine in 
the same parish, where their names will long be remembered 
with affection and reverence. Mr. T. Mackay married his 
cousin, Margaret Montgomery, whose unaffected piety and 
domestic virtues made her a blessing to her husband, his 
family, and his parish. She died in 1773, leaving three sons 
and two daughters. The eldest son, John, is the author of 
the present work. The second son, Hugh, a captain of 
cavalry in the service of the East India Company, and a 
commissary on the staff of the illustrious Wellington, was 
killed in the memorable battle of Assye, 23d September, 
1803, at the muzzle of the enemy's gun, and at the moment 
of victory. The author of the History of "Twelve Years of 
Military Adventure," after describing the battle of Assye, 
mentions him in the following terms : " Among the slain 
I cannot help particularizing Captain Mackay of the fourth 
native cavalry, commissary of cattle to the army. He had 
previously asked permission of the General to head his 
squadron in case of an action, and had been positively re- 
fused. Instead, however, of remaining with the baggage, as 
others similarly circumstanced did, by a noble act of dis- 
obedience, he risked his commission, and lost his life."* 
The late Major- General Sir John Malcolm, G. C. B., 

* Vol. i., p. 172. 
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governor of Bombay, writes to the author as follows : " I 
knew your brother, Captain Mackay, well, and held his cha- 
racter, both as a man and an officer, in the highest respect. 
In 1803, he had the sole charge of the gun bullocks, and 
enjoyed in his department as much of the confidence of his 
commander-general Wellesley, as any officer in the army." 

The great Captain, Wellington himself, in a letter to the 
author, writes to the same effect : " I had a great respect and 
regard for your brother, Captain Mackay, and perfectly 
recollect the occasion on which he gallantly fell in the 
service of his country/' &c. 

A brother officer, Colonel Welsh, in his " Military Remi- 
niscences," writes in the same strain : " Captain Hugh 
Mackay was one of the finest fellows I ever knew. Brave to a 
fault, yet modest, unassuming, humane, and generous. He 
was adored by the fourth native cavalry, to whom, though 
never their commander, he was a common father; proud and 
unbending sometimes to his superiors, but to his equals or 
inferiors ever mild and conciliatory. Being a public staff 
officer, he was not permitted to do regimental duty ; but, on 
the eve of the battle, he wrote to Captain Barclay, the adju- 
tant-general, requesting the general's permission to join his 
corps, on the march and in action, k but got a positive refusal, 
and was told he could not be spared from his own depart- 
ment, the public cattle of the army. He offered to resign, 
was told he could not be spared at that moment, on which 
he wrote privately to Captain Barclay, that, whenever he 
should see his corps going into action, he would at all ha- 
zards join it ; that ne knew he should thereby forfeit his com- 
mission, but he trusted, if he did, it would be with honour. 
He joined accordingly, heading the charge of his own regi- 
ment, and in a line with the leading squadron of the noble 
veteran of the nineteenth dragoons, he fell, man and horse, 
close to one of the enemy's guns, pierced through by several 
grape-shots. When in the very heat of the action news was 
Drought to the general that Captain Mackay was killed, his 
countenance changed, and the tear which fell upon his 
cheek was nature's involuntary homage to the memory of a 
kindred spirit."* 

The Rev. T. Mackay* s third son, William, was by pro- 
fession a mariner, and one of the most scientific and skilful 

* A monument to his memory was erected by his brother officers, on 
the spot where he fell at Assye. 

U 3 
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navigators of his time in the Indian seas. In 1795, being 
second officer of the ship Juno, of four hundred and fifty 
tons, he was wrecked on the coast of Arracan. The ship 
sprung a leak in a storm, and, being loaded with timber, 
could not go to the bottom, but sunk hull deep into the water, 
leaving the masts standing. The ship's company, seventy- 
three in number, including the captain's wife ana her maid, 
scrambled up the rigging to escape immediate destruction, 
in which situation fourteen of their number continued 
twenty-three days without food, and at length, through the 
mercy of God, reached the shore. The rest perished miser- 
ably, some of hunger, some of thirst, some raving mad, 
while others, to put an end to their sufferings, threw them- 
selves overboard. William Mackay was one of the survivors, 
and published a narrative of their sufferings, perhaps the 
most affecting that ever was given to the world. In 1801 
he had an escape from shipwreck in the Red Sea, whither he 
had been despatched by the Bengal government with stores 
and provisions for General Baird's expedition to Egypt ; and 
of this, too, he wrote an account little less interesting, which 
is subjoined to a new edition of the " Narrative of the Juno," 
published by Blackwood of Edinburgh, in 1831. Some of 
the finest and most touching incidents in Lord Byron's 
admired description of a shipwreck, in his poem of " Don 
Juan," are taken almost verbatim from the " Narrative of the 
Juno." The noble poet's biographer, Mr. Moore, speaking of 
the two versions, that of the real distress by W. Mackay and 
that of the fictitious by Lord Byron, .gives a decided prefer- 
ence to the former. " It will be felt, I think," says he in a 
foot note to his " Life of Byron" (quarto edition; vol. i., p. 32), f 
" by every reader, that this is one of the instances in which 
poetry must be content to yield the palm to prose. There 
is a pathos in the last sentences of the seaman's recital, 
which the artifices of metre and rhyme were sure to disturb, 
and which, indeed, no verses, however beautiful, could half 
so naturally and powerfully express." William Mackay 
never perfectly recovered from the effects of his sufferings 
on the wreck of the Juno, and died in 1804, at Calcutta, 
where a monument was erected to his memory by his 
friends. In the churchyard of Lairg, there is a cenotaph 
commemorating the characters of the two sons, Hugh and 
William, and of their venerable father and grandfather, with 
an inscription which, referring to the two former, concludes 
thus : " Their bodies lie in tae tfppwite ^atost <A <0&s. sgstafc, 
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but their monument is erected where their memory is dearest 
— near the remains of their pious fathers, and amidst many 
living, whose gratitude will attest that fraternal affection has 
not overcharged this record of their virtues. 

" Nor you, ye proud, impute to these the fault, 
If memory o'er their tomb no trophies raise, 
Where, through the long-drawn aisle, and fretted vault, 
' • The pealing anthem swells the note of praise." 



No. IV. 



COUNT SOLMS. 



Many authorities, both British and foreign, have been 
consulted, with the view of collecting some notices respect- 
ing this nobleman. The most detailed account of the whole 
family, and the ten powerful branches into which it is 
divided, appears in Moreri's " Grand Historical Dictionary." 

The house of Solms is descended from that of Nassau, 
and dates its origin from the ninth century. Two of the 
family, according to the account in Moreri, appear to have 
served King William in Ireland ; viz., Louis, who was killed 
at the siege of limerick, and Henri Mastrick, Count de 
Solms de Teckelembourg. Of Count Henri, the following 
is the notice in Moreri, vol. viii., p. 320 : — u Henri Mastrick, 
Count de Solms de Teckelembourg, &c, was born in 1636, 
and passed the greater part of his life in the service of the 
States General He was at one period lieutenant-general of 
their armies and of those of William III. king of England, 
governor of Nimuegen, grand commander of the bailiwick of 
Utrecht, knight of the Teutonic order, and was killed at the 
battle of Neerwinden on the 29th July, 1693. He married 
on the 29th September, 1683, Charlotte Henrietta, daughter 
of Charles Otho, Count of Solms- Lambach, of which mar- 
riage there was no issue." 

Collier, in his Dictionary, has the following meagre notice 
respecting him and his hereditary dominions, imdax \W,^<s^ 
Solms. 
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" Solms, Lat. Solmia, a county in Germany x in Weter- 
avia, with a little town of that name situate on a hill. It 
has Hesse to the east, Treves to the west, and the town of 
Solms stands three miles west of Marpurg. It is subject to 
a count of its own, whose residence is at the Castle of Brans- 
feld [Braunfels]. Count Solms came over with the Prince 
of Orange into England, 1688, and served him, when king of 
England, with very much honour, in Ireland, &c." The "&c." 
which concludes the notice, must imply that Count Solms 
served King William "with very much honour," in Ireland 
and elsewhere ; but, if we are to believe the reports of the 
British historians, the qualifying expression, " with very much 
honour," can only be considered as complimentary. 

Count Solms is mentioned as having been sent by the 
Prince of Orange to surround Whitehall with guards, and 
take possession of that palace after King James' return from 
Feversham. He appears to have executed this order with 
strictness. 

At the siege of Limerick, in 1690, we find that one of the 
Counts de Solms, as well as the Earl of Portland, was found 
fault with by the younger Duke of Schomberg, for having 
neglected to send a detachment of horse of sufficient strength 
to protect that convoy which General Sarsfield destroyed, 
and afterwards blew into the air with gunpowder : on which 
occasion King William's loss was considerable both in men 
and provisions. It does not, however, clearly appear where 
the fault really lay, or whether it was committed by Count 
Louis or Count Henri. Probably by Count Louis, as it 
appears that Count Henri, on the king leaving Ireland in the 
same year, was entrusted with the command of the army. 
This post he retained during a very short period, General 
Ghinkel being appointed his successor. 

But it appears to be a well-established fact, that the 
battle of Steinkirk was lost by Count Solms' fault ; for more 
than one British historian lays this calamity to his charge, 
and both King William and the parliament were highly dis- 
pleased with his conduct on that occasion. 

On the 23d of November, 1692, Count Solms' conduct 
was severely animadverted upon in a debate in the House of 
Commons, and steps were taken, although these seem to 
have been ineffectual, to remove him from the command 
of the English infantry in future. 

Of his death, in 1693, we find the following brief notice 
\rx Ronin: "The confederates lost in all about seven thou- 
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sand, and among these there was scarce an officer of note, 
only the Count de Solms had his leg shot off by a cannon 
ball, of which he died in a few hours." 



No. V. 



GENERAL BARON DE GHINKEL, EARL OFATHLONE. 

The Dutch General, Godard van Ghinkel was born of 
noble parents in Guelderland, or, according to some, at 
Utrecht. He entered very early on his military career, and 
obtained the order of the elephant long before the accession 
of the Prince of Orange to the English throne. 

It is remarkable that all the historical dictionaries and 
encyclopaedias of this country are entirely silent as to the 
history of this general, since the scene in which he acted, 
and the high command with which he was entrusted, were 
such as to render him at all events an historical person, 
whatever might be said of his merits or his talents. 

On the other hand, it is more remarkable that a compli- 
mentary and overstrained account of his achievements is 
given fcy Mons, Nicolle in the "Biographie Universelle," 
which entirely .ascribes to him the conquest of Ireland. 
Collier, with more discrimination, says, that the other ge- 
nerals who acted along with him in the Irish campaign did, 
by their bravery and conduct, greatly contribute to his 
success. If proofs were wanting to show that Mons. Nicolle 
has scarcely penetrated the surface of this part of our history, 
it would suffice that he laments, as an injustice done to the 
General Ghinkel, the preference given by the States General 
to the Duke of Marlborough, when the latter was appointed 
commander-in-chief in the succession war. Mons. Nicolle, 
however, admits that in his last campaign Ghinkel accom- 
plished nothing which would make his citizens repent of 
their injustice ! He died at Utrecht, in the year 1705.* 

* There is also a long account of the Earl of Athlones achievements 
in Moreri's " Grand Historical Dictionary," vol. i. p. 719. 
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No. VI. 



BENTINCK, EARL OF PORTLAND. 

William Bentinck (or Benthinck), Earl of Portland, was 
King William's minister, and his most intimate and faithful 
friend. He was born in Holland, and descended from a 
noble and ancient family of Guelderland. At first he was a 
page, and subsequently gentleman of the bedchamber to the 
Prince of Orange, whom he accompanied to England in 
1670. When the Prince of Orange became Stadtholder, he 
promoted Bentinck to the command of his favourite regi- 
ment of Dutch guards. In 1675, Bentinck's self-devotion 
and attachment to his master were displayed in a manner to 
which history probably knows no parallel. The prince was 
taken dangerously ill of the small-pox, and the therapeutics 
of that age knew no remedy to save him, but increased 
animal heat with the chance of contagion, which was ex- 
pected to afford relief to the sufferer. Bentinck, who never 
had had the disease, offered to lie in the prince's bed for this 
purpose. The prince recovered, and the page caught the 
disease, with symptoms which were in an unusual degree 
severe and dangerous. This service was faithfully remem- 
bered by King William to the last hour of hm life. In 1677, 
Bentinck was sent over to England to negociate the prince's 
marriage with the Duke of York's eldest daughter. In 

1688. the prince having resolved on his * expedition into 
England, Bentinck was employed to secure the aid and 
countenance of the young Elector of Brandenburg, and in 
this mission he was successful beyond the expectations of his 
master. During the progress of the Revolution, he often 
mediated between the prince and the English nobility. In 

1689, he was raised to many high and lucrative offices at 
court, naturalized [by act of parliament, and ennobled by the 
style of Baron of Cirencester, "Viscount Woodstock, and 
Earl of Portland. In 1690, he accompanied King William 
to Holland, and acted as his envoy at the grand congress of 
the Hague. In 1695, the king granted to him several 
lordships in Denbighshire. This grant was vehemently 
opposed by the Commons, who were jealous of the Earl of 
Portland, partly as a foreigner and partly as a court favourite, 
and accordingly the grant was revoked ; but the earl was soon 
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recompensed by other grants from the crown, constituting a 
great portion of the present possessions of this noble family. 
Portland accompanied King William in his campaigns, 
both in Ireland and Flanders, and was the principal nego- 
tiator of the peace of Ryswick, after which he became am- 
bassador extraordinary to the court of France. It seems to 
have been during his absence on this mission that Keppel, 
afterwards Earl of Albemarle, chiefly rose in the royal 
favour; but this rival so roused Portland's jealousy, that 
he resigned his posts in the royal household, resolving for 
the future to serve him only in state affairs. We cannot 
find fault with the Earl of Portland, if he wished, by a resig- 
nation in such terms, practically and tangibly to express 
some such notion as this : " Offices of frivolity, idleness, and 
adulation, I resign ; for these Keppel, no doubt, is the more 
suitable man; but, in active and important service, I am 
aware that he cannot fill my place." Still the king did 
not withdraw his esteem and confidence from him. He gave 
into his hands almost the entire government of Scotland, and 
employed him in negociating the treaty for the succession to 
the crown of Spain, called the Partition treaty. For thii 
he was impeached by the House of Commons ; and some im- 
moderate grants of land in Ireland to him, as well as to the t 
Earl of Albemarle, were attacked by the House. In 1701, 
when King William died, Portland's influence ceased, and 
along with it the animosity against him. The last words 
spoken by King William were an inquiry after Portland; 
his last action was the pressing of that nobleman's hand 
to his heart. After the king's death, he lived in retirement 
at Bulstrode, and spent a portion of his immense weahh 
for several useful and charitable purposes. In this latter 
period of his life, his chief amusement was gardening, for 
which he, in all probability, had acquired a taste in his 
native country. He died 23a November, 1709. The biogra- 
phers of the Earl of Portland speak of him as a man who did 
not inspire either love or hatred in a very high degree ; but 
many circumstances in his life show that he was a nobleman 
of high honour and integrity. Being once offered fifty thou- 
sand pounds sterling for his vote in Parliament and his 
influence with the king his master, he scornfully rejected 
the offer, and thus had an opportunity of demonstrating to 
the Commons that his detestation of wealth basely acquired, 
was at least equal to his love of riches acquired by fair and 
honourable means. 
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He left children by both his wives ; and his eldest son, 
Henry, was, in 1716, created Duke of Portland, Marquis of 
Titchfield, &c. 



No. VII. 



GENERAL DE RUVIGNE. 

Of the origin of the family of Ruvigne, Rouvigne', 
or, as it is sometimes written, Kouvignie, little is known, 
owing probably to a circumstance mentioned by the author 
of "Lady Russell's Life," viz., "That protestant families 
in France, during the reign of Louis XIV., were excluded 
from the public records. The Marquis of Ruvigne was 
a person of considerable property and influence, and fre- 
quently employed as a mediator between Louis XIV. and the 
Hugonot party. His estate having been confiscated at the 
revocation of the edict of Nantz, he sought an asylum in 
England, and attached himself ever after to the interest of 
King William. His two sons were in the battle of the 
Boyne, the elder of whom being killed, the younger con- 
j. • tinued to serve in the English army as a major-general, and 

is the individual here mentioned. Though in no respect dis- 
tinguished, his services were rewarded with the earldom of 
Galway, and a grant of land from the confiscated estates, a 
glaring instance of William's partiality to his foreign officers 
and neglect of the British, particularly of General Mackay, 
who was Galway'8 immediate superior officer, and whose pre- 
eminent services in the Irish war were universally acknow- 
ledged. It is supposed, and not without reason, that the 
extraordinary rewards bestowed on Galway were less on 
account of his military services, than as a compensation for 
the great losses of his family in the protestant cause, and in 
reward of their personal attachment to King William. This 
is the same Earl of Galway who afterwards made such a 
figure in the succession war for the crown of Spain, and died 
in 1729, unmarried. His father, the marquis, was uncle to 
that illustrious woman, Rachel, Lady Russell, daughter of 
Wriothesly, Earl of Southampton. 
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